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Concept of

There are some things so valuable to all of us
that they cannot be owned by any individual

In the United States, these things are:
Air
Water

 Fish
Wildlife

Public Trust



7 Sisters for Conservation 
North American Model of  Wildlife Conservation

• Maintain wildlife as a public trust resource
• Prevent injurious commerce in dead wildlife products
• Allocate wildlife democratically and by law
• Ensure wildlife is used for legitimate purpose
• Preserve hunting opportunity for all
• Recognize and manage wildlife as an international resource
• Insure that science is the basis for conservation policy



Gray Wolf Recovery

State of Idaho was not involved in recovery and state employees were 
not allowed to even speak about it until 2002!

In 1995, 15 wolves were trapped in 
Alberta, Canada and released in Central 
Idaho, another 14 were released in 
Yellowstone National Park
In 1996, 20 were trapped in Canada and 
released in Idaho and 17 in Yellowstone 
Wolves were allowed to enter on their 
own from Canada into Northwest 
Montana





Pre 1970      ~300 Bears



Some Quick Grizzly Numbers For 2016:

 Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem –about  930
 Yellowstone  Ecosystem – Between 757 and 1150 *
 Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem – about 50
 Selkirks Ecosystem –about 30 
 North Cascades Ecosystem– less than 20
 Bitterroot Ecosystem - None Known





















“Best  Available  Science”
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