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How do Management Planswork in the Czech Republic?



Species protection in CR 
• more than 80 000 species • Act No. 114/1992 Coll. and Habitats Directive and Bird Directive • List of specially protected species in Degree No. 395/1992 Coll. – 3 categories• 846 protected species 

Total number Critically endangered Highly endangered Endangered 
Mammals 81 12 111) 3
Birds 1991) 35 58 30
Reptiles 11 6 4 1Amphibians 21 6 12 1Fish&Cyclostomata 62 6 4 10
Invertebrates ~40 000 381) 421) 361) 

Vascular plants 2550* 247 149 92
Bryophyte 860 0 0 0Lichens 1 500 0 0 0Fungi 5–6 000 27 13 6



Species Protection Tools
• Action Plans – projects based on the scientific basis comprehensively addressing the protection of the most endangered species, including direct strengthening of populations (repatriation) 
• Management Plans (for species) – projects dealing with the conflict species – human economic interests 
• Special territorial protection –management plans for protected areas



Concept of action plans and management plans for specially protected species of animals and plants in the Czech Republic (MoE, NCA 2014)
• principles, competencies, criteria,obligatory content of MP/AP• process of preparation, implementation and evaluation• List of implemented AP/MPs• List of species recommended for AP and MP• List of species requiring special consideration

Systematic approach



Selection of species for MP
Criteria:• Species listed in the Decree No. 395/1992 Coll. or Annex II or IV of Habitats Directive• Species that cause significant economic damages or their synantropic occurrence causes conflicts with human activities
Selected species:• Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx)• Brown Bear (Ursus arctos)• Grey Wolf (Canis lupus)• Bats (Chiroptera)



• Preparation by expert team, cooperation with NCA CR
• Obligatory content of AP/MP
• 4 reviews
• Negotiation with the Ministry of Agriculture in case of game species
• Approval by the Ministry of Environment
• Coordination of MP/AP by NCA CR
• Implementation by nature conservation bodies, research institutions, NGOs, landowners, local authorities

Process of preparation of AP/MP



• Basic information 
• Biology and ecology of the species 
• Threats, protection status, current protection measures 
• Objectives 
• Plan of measuresHabitat measuresSpecies measuresMonitoringResearchEducation and awareness
• Plan of implementationPriority, date of implementation, single/repeated   measures, interlinkage

Obligatory content of MP



Added value of MP 
• systematic and complex approach and    solution for the species  
• detailed long-term monitoring of population
• increase in awareness of different target groups
• research – effectiveness of measures, specific needs of the species
• development of international cooperation
• national coordinator
• better possibilities of financing (national resources, EEA grants)



Eurasian Beaver (Castor fiber)

Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra)

Approval of the MPs
- Annex II and IV of Habitats Directive – threatened by poaching, road mortality- Damages on fish in breeding ponds  - MP (2009): raising the awareness of anglers and hunters, promotion and mediation of compensations for damage, mapping of critical sites in road system, adaptation of unsuitable bridges, building of culverts

- Annex IV of Habitats Directive – threatened by fragmentation, loss of habitats, poaching- Damages on trees, flooding of land (fields) and roads, disruption of dams and banks of reservoirs- MP (2013): divides CR into 3 zones with different approach to beaver, catalogue of preventive measures, optimalisation of compensation for damage, public awareness. 



And large carnivores?



Eurasian Lynx 
(Lynx lynx)

Grey Wolf  
(Canis lupus)

Brown Bear  
(Ursus arctos)

• the need to increase theacceptance:
• minimizing economic damage
• prevention of conflicts
• raising of awareness
• protection of habitats and migration corridors ensuring permeability
• poaching reduction
• monitoring of the status of populations
• cross-border cooperation

MoE expectations of MP



• one for 3 species
• draft Oct. 2016
• CULS and IVB AS CR
• Research part (genetic analysis, hybridization with a dog, feeding ecology, spatial activity and habitat analysis,  impact on livestock and bees, influence of transport infrastructure and landscape fragmentation on the migration, questionnaires)

www.planpecevelkeselmy.cz

Czech MP for large carnivores



• Sharing knowledge with other countries and within CR• Manual with examples and details of preventive measures• Financial support for preventive measures• Effectiveness of implemented measures

Prevention of damages



• Optimization of Act No. 115/2000 Coll. on Compensation for Damage caused by Selected Specially Protected Animals• 7 sp. incl. Brown Bear, Lynx and Wolf• Change of the compensation system (payments for veterinary care, etc.)• Regular updating of price lists

Compensation



• only small populations of Lynx and Wolf in CR → no regulation on population level• regulation of problematic individuals• need to prepare system what to do if…. to know who, how, where• solve legislation limits  

Regulation



• Target groups – public, hunters, breeders, bee-keepers • Communication and cooperation with organizations focused on LC in CR, sharing knowledge (NGO, nature protection bodies, scientific institutions … but also hunters, locals)• Citizen science• Education since childhood • Active approach – seminars, excursions etc.• Publications, videos, etc.

Education and awareness 



And is it enough?



And is it enough?
No, population level approach is essential.



Thank Youfor attention

Tel: +420 267 122 640Email: jana.zmeskalova@mzp.cz



How to move towards the 
Carpathian management 

approach? 



Team discussion:• 3 main problems in species protection on 
national level • main gaps in knowledge• mistakes, experience from preparation 
and/or implementation of MP

Coming together:• Carpathian MP or another solution?• main aim and topics• added value to national MPs• Who will be responsible?


