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Joint Alpine — Carpathian Statement

On Adaptation to Climate Change

In the framework of international climate changdiges, adaptation has been recognized as a
priority for mountain regions, due to the fragileoumtain ecosystems and the marked
vulnerability of settlements, properties and pedpleéhe impacts of climate change, that can
hinder a balanced development and environmentedezwation.

A dialogue has been started between the Alpine Gaghathian Conventions recognising the
need to promote capacity building at the local ldee designing and implementing coherent
local adaptation measures and sharing the regexpedrience developed in the field.

The Alpine Conference and the Conference of th&d2aio the Carpathian Convention

Welcoming the enduring cooperation between the Alpine angb&hkian countries, in the frame
of the Alpine — Carpathian partnership, towards phemotion of sustainable development in
mountain regions;

Encouraging the exchange of information between the Alpine @adpathian Conventions with
the United Nations Framework Convention on Clim@ieange in relation to adaptation to
climate change;

Encouraging the strengthening of the synergies é&twhese Conventions,

Recalling the actions, activities and best practices caroedin the process of adaptation to
climate change in the Alps and Carpathians;

Taking into account that fragile mountain ecosystems are particutaniyerable to the adverse
effects of climate change and that increasing irtgpan the environment and human well-being
are registered,;

Recalling that climate change mitigation must remain a fsipdue to the high sensitivity and
limited adaptation capacity of mountain areas, cedythe need for adaptation measures that
have to deal with the unavoidable economic, enwiremtal and social impacts of climate
change;
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Commending the European Union Strategy on Adaptation to Gienm@hange as a fundamental
framework for the countries of the Alpine and Caingen Conventions;

Taking into account that the scope of this Statement are the mountaiaceas under the Alpine
and Carpathian Conventions;

The Alpine and Carpathian countries intend to implement, in the frame of their policies, the
following recommendations aimed at preventing and adapting to the (increasing) impacts of
climate change:

>

Support research activities on climate change inntanous areas and its dissemination
to the public in order to foster scientific localagtation strategies and measures;

Promote integration of adaptation measures inteeators;

Recognize and conserve the natural functions andystem services through a holistic
landscape view of mountainous areas;

Stress the importance of regional co-operation daptation measures in mountain
regions among governments, national and local ktd#lers, civil society organizations
and the private sector;

Support co-operation among countries in developlimgate change adaptation strategies
in mountain regions and in implementing already&xg ones;

Encourage central and local governmental agenaied, society and academia to
develop capacities to address climate change seffgcelaborating national / local plans
and strategies to deal with them;

Support regional dialogue and co-operation on la@ddptation measures to climate
change by sharing information and promote regicc@drdination through regional
meetings and transboundary projects;

Enhance and support transboundary and regionabagehof best practices, know-how,
experiences and measures dealing with adaptaticimate change at local level,

Promote the creation of guidelines dealing withmelie change adaptation in
mountainous areas at local level by involving intgional, national and local
governments, academia and civil society organinatio
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» Support awareness raising on the effects of clindteange among the population,
especially among young generations, promoting wtitign and adaptation measures;

> Foster the diffusion of knowledge concerning impaetiated to climate change at local
level, especially in the frame of water resouraestural hazards and socio-economic
balances;

» Encourage sustainable tourism in mountainous am@gaslg at creating conditions for
young generations to secure their professionalréuin the mountain regions and
consequently preserve and encourage activitiehaset areas in the light of further
sustainable development and preservation of cullthesitage and in synergy with
adaptation measures.

» Enhance co-operation among local institutions dakieholders aiming to the creation of
a common knowledge on consequences and risksdettdimate change;

The Alpine and Carpathian countries are aware ttmatthreats posed by climate change are
likely to increase over the next decades and intendccontinue to work to enhance the

enforcement of local adaptation policies and messacross the territories of the Alpine and
Carpathian Convention by promoting a fruitful andntinuous dialogue and sharing of

experience in the field of local adaptation to @techange.



