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Fourth Meeting of the Carpathian Convention Working Group
on Adaptation to Climate Change

30 September — 2 October 2015
Szolnok, Hungary

Draft Meeting Report

The Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention witfeaerous support of the Ministry of Agriculture kbéingary, the
Szent Istvan University and in gratitude for thespitality of the Middle Tisza District Water Direchte — Tisza
Office, organized the fourth meeting of the CarpathiConvention Working Group on Adaptation to Clim&hange,
held in Szolnok, Hungary from 30 September to 200et 2015.

Opening of the meeting, election of the Chair, adoption of the Agenda

Mr. Attila Lovas, Director of the Middle Tisza Distt Water Directorate — Tisza Office together wits. Klara
Szeker, Carpathian Convention Focal Point for Hapngslinistry of Agriculture of Hungary and Mr. HddaEgerer,
Head of the UNEP Vienna — Secretariat of the Caipat Convention opened the meeting and welcomed the
participants.

Mr. Sandor Szalai, Szent Istvan University, wasnimausly elected as the Chair of the meeting aed the Agenda
was adopted without any changes.

Mr. Egerer informed the participants about the wbdp “Climate Change Adaptation in Mountain Regions
organized by the current Carpathian Conventionifeasy — the Czech Republic (2014 — 2017) at thpoE2015.
More information about the workshop will be providey the Czech Presidency later on.

Cooperation Session

Taking into account that mountain regions, suctha<Carpathians, are particularly affected by clenéhange and will
face specific challenges, the actors involved rieedspond and react to these challenges at anahtod transnational
level. The Secretariat has prepared an Action pksed on the Strategic Agenda accepted by COP4kinldy 2014.
During its discussion and as for the meeting objest it was stressed that the Working Group needet clear
priorities, learn from and build on experiencesottier mountain regions, like the Alps. In additi@trengthening
partnerships between relevant stakeholders is wepprtant for future activities in the region. Pibés cooperation
between Carpathian and Baltic regions was preserstedgood partnership possibility which will britogjether the two
regions and let them exchange experience and leésamt in the field of climate change.

The representative of the Italian Delegation far &ipine Convention, Mr. Luca Cetara presented sactiities of the
Alpine Convention on climate change with a speftalis on the Guidelines for Climate Change Adaptetit the local
level in the Alps.* Mr. Cetera stated that the ApiConvention has realized many projects on clirohssge, however
the main challenge is the implementation of thegufts in an effective and practical way. It wassged that the Alps
has enjoyed the privilege of being funded by thpid¢ Space programme giving great support to pt®jec climate
change. This kind of support in the Carpathiargtilsmissing. Mr. Cetara informed the participatitat the points of
the Guidelines, that might be relevant to the Cduipa region, could be provided to the Working Grou

CARPATCLIM

Climate of the Carpathian Region

§ Carpathcc




x LN
¢ anN
" SZENT ISTVAN \4 ' ’ ’y
i UNIVERSITY CARPATHIAN CONVENTION N\ )4
MINISTRY — ‘
OF AGRICULTURE — | | UNEP

The representative of the European Environment Ag€BEA), Mr. Kati Mattern presented the EEA infation on
climate change impacts, vulnerability and adaptatdds. Mattern introduced as well the European @tamAdaptation
Platform (Climate-ADAPT), which is the European Quission initiative aiming to support Europe in atitag to
climate change by providing/sharing available infation on the topic.* Ms. Mattern informed also aba possible
Carpathian Convention contribution to the Climat@eA®T. As agreed, the Working Group will decide @se studies
and on content to be provided to the Climate-ADARfie Secretariat will coordinate the preparatiovisich includes
contacting the Parties to obtain required inforomatif necessary. In addition, the Secretariat bélthe contact point
for the Climate-ADAPT.

Representative of the ICPDR — Tisza Group, Ms. Bidrilmann presented the framework of cooperatimhangoing
activities of the Tisza Group, as well as infornadubut the Tisza Project concept to be submittedherfirst call for
proposals under the Danube Transnational ProgramitseHeilmann invited the Working Group to partigip in the
Stakeholders Conference in Budapest on 19-20 Noge@ml5 on the funding opportunities in the watatar, which
will be organized by the Priority Area Water QualiPA4) together with Priority Area Environmentakks (PA5).*

The representative of the Drought Management CdoteBouth and Eastern Europe, Ms. Andreja Susrekgnted its
activities and proposed opportunities for futuremeration with the Carpathian Convention such aialmoration on
early drought warning in South Eastern Europe.*

The representative of the Global Water Partnersbgmtral and Eastern Europe (GWPCEE), Ms. SabinaaBok
delivered a presentation on GWPCEE activities aagthe Integrated Drought Management Programmesintr&l and
Easter Europe which aim at increasing the capatditthe CEE region to adapt to climatic variabilly enhancing
resilience to drought.*

The representative of the Institute for Soil andridégture Chemistry Centre of Agricultural Researttungarian
Academy of Sciences, Ms. Eszter Toth presented uneaent and modelling of the soil water and carbaxide
regime and the Institute’s activates.*

The representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affaiand Trade of Hungary and the EUSDR national dination
office, Mr. Gabor Jenei presented EU funding progres available in the Carpathian region, which ¢dd used for
the future project on climate change, as well ia tther fields. Mr. Jenei drew the participantdeation to the
Hungary Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENPI Cross-bof@eoperation Programmaétfp://www.huskroua-cbc.net/eh).

On the margin of that presentation, Mr. Egerer ghiuo the attention of the participants that tB&2ERDF Project
Partner ruléis not applicable for the current call for propssander the Danube Transnational Programme (DTg) a
that the re-entry of 20% rule for the second dadidd be discussed by the Monitoring Committee &PD Mr. Egerer
encouraged the participants to lobby for the change

The representative of the WWF DCP Freshwater Progra, Ms. Laurice Ereifej informed the participaatsout a
brochure on EU funding opportunities for wetlands #loodplain restoration, which has been prepénedVWF. The
brochure can be found on the WWF web'sigs well as on the Carpathian Convention website

Furthermore, Mr. Egerer presented current cooparaif the Working Group on Adaptation to Climatea@fe with
other Carpathian Convention Working Groups and hdyas well as activities in other mountain regidresng
implemented by UNEP.*

1 209% ERDF Project Partner is a Project Partner from the EU territory but outside the programme area, who participates directly in the
Eroject with a separate budget as financial partner.

Monitoring committee: representatives of member states on national and regional level. It takes common decision - reviews the
implementation of the programme and progress towards achieving its objectives, selects and approves applications to be financed

http://wwf.panda.org/what we do/where we work/black sea basin/danube carpathian/media/publications/?248615/EU-funding-
opportunities-for-wetland-and-floodplain-restoration

http://www.carpathianconvention.org/wg-climate-change.htmi
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Project session

The Parties, as well as the observers, presentgoiranor realized projects related to the climdiarge in order to
share experiences and update each other on peogtivities that could be used for future projaotbe developed by
the Working Group.

The representative of Ukraine, Mr. Volodymyr Korzhimformed the participants about the project “HYOROR:
Systems of optimal forest management for enharttiednydrological role of forests in preventing flomds in Bodrog
river catchment” being implemented in Ukraine atholv&kia in the framework of Hungary-Slovakia-Ronmaklkraine
ENPI CBC Programme 2007-2013, Priority 2: Enhanodrenmental quality, Measure 2.2. Emergency pregaess.
The overall objective of the project is to conttiduo the harmonised prevention of flood risks iadBg river
catchment through enhancement of hydrological efféforests and improved forest management pracGuirrently,
amonograph and practical manual on strengtheninth@fhydrological role of forest territories andidglines for
demonstration watersheds is being finalized byptiogect partners

Mr. Korzhov presented as well a movie which wasateé with the support of an entrepreneur Stefam\altizen of
Slovakia), who is the owner of wood-working plaman Uzhgorod. In Ukraine, he collaborates with N&@za and
UKrRIMF and created a number of water-regulatingdsoon the territory of his plant. In the movieg tteasons of
climate change are analyzed on regional level saiggiestions for its mitigation are given. Theyinid: decreasing the
effect of agricultural and forest machines on saibroving forest transport network and recultigatiof the skidways,
which are not used anymore.

Next, the representative of Slovakia, Mr. Libor ydin gave short overview of Slovakian projects antivities on
climate change, such as the Strategy of adaptatiaregative effects of climate changes in Slovadd GLORIA
project - The European dimension of the Global @lz®n Research Initiative in Alpine Environmnets*

The representative of Poland, Mr. Lukasz Wrobeltthinformed about the Polish National Strategy &laptation to
climate change with the perspective to 2030. Thet&gy contains well developed sector on foresivlgich is
underlining the importance of forests for the cliemahange issues. Mr. Wrobel briefed as well alaowational project
on small water retention. More information abow gnoject will be provided to the Secretariat.

Working session

Strengthening cooperation between the main actothé region should be one of the top prioritieshaf Working
Group.

It was also suggested that chairs of the CarpatB@mvention Working Groups should meet periodicalhyg present
activities of the respective WGs with the aim t@meve horizontal cooperation considering all crosting issues and
discuss overlapping activities. The Alpine Convemtexperience confirms that the initiatives devebbgluring joint
workshops of all the Working Groups of Alpine Contien, were much more specific than those undentake
individually.

Organization of the second meeting of the Eger @Gmas suggested and welcomed by the meeting pentits. It will
allow to continue the exchange of information anddjpractices from different regions.

The WG Climate Change should also work on good sasdies in all sectors involving experts for glésific issues.
Positive output could be brought to the next megtifithe Conference of the Parties (COP5) andddatger audience.

With regards to the Climate — ADAPT and Carpathamvention contribution to it, successful case istudrom the
region shall be presented to the Working Group wilitagree which of them should be updloadedh® €Climate —
ADAPT Platform.

Mr. Egerer informed about UNEP Vienna Office actidsaplanned for the United Nations Framework Cotisaron
Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP 21 in Paris, Francaehttformation together with an invitation will folv soon.

The participants raised the problem of lack ofisigfht monitoring in the mountain regions, whichulmbbe a subject of
a possible future project with a focus on the Riei® Areas (monitoring and adaptation in the PAgme good
examples could be used from a similar project - GO - The European dimension of the Global Obséovat
Research Initiative in Alpine Environments.
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The Parties, as well as the observers, will explaithin their own countries funding opportunities future projects.
Since EU Life Programme offers great support fog ttiimate change adaptation project, the parti¢gparere
requested to enquire more information about the Bfogamme and to receive answers for some spegiéistions,
such as:

- Are Ministries eligible as a project partners?

- Are international organization eligible as partfers

- How to deal with co-financing? Who can co-finangareject?
- Can non-EU countries be involved in a project?

The Working Group shall organized a phone confexeéa@xchange information of funding opportunitigsthe end of
November.

Based on the draft Action Plan for developmentrofgrt ideas in the Carpathian region, the Workirgup identified
some priorities for future WG’s work such as:

- Contribution to the Climate — ADAPT should be a tojority for the Working Group

- The Working Group should use existing data for tigsment of monitoring system and identification of
indicators for climate change. These activitiesusthtve done in close cooperation with the SciencéhHe
Carpathians (S4C)

- Ecosystem management

- Harmonization of climate adaptation strategiesiaotlision of the Strategic Agenda into nationaligek

- Work of Kravchik (Slovakia) on adaptation as caselyg and develop an approach for the Carpathians

- Raise awareness of the Carpathian Convention eetivespecially of the Working Group on Climatea@ge;
to improve profile of the Carpathian Conventiorihie region

- Catchment based adaptation of land use ( agrieylfarestry, etc.) to climate change into adaptagians

- The Working Group should focus more on integrajggreach while planning new activities

Based on the list of projects and case studies f@apathCC project, to be provided by Aquaprofie Working
Group will decide which of them will be included the Climate-ADAPT. The representative of Aquapraefill
investigate the distribution of the long list ofllested case studies and measures. It was kinddyeaf by Mr. Zingstra
to do the first selection of the case studies.

As agreed by the Working Group, the Secretariat pviépare short description of the region, policgniework and
climate change activities to be display on the @ten— ADAPT website. The content will be consulteith the
Working Group.

Terms of Reference for the Working Group were shglkhanged. The modified version (in track changssl be

circulated by the Secretariat seeking the finarayal by the Parties. The final version of the TaRlé be submitted to
the Carpathian Convention Implementation Committedge held on 24 November 2015 in Brussels, Beigifor its

approval.

The Working Group should meet at least once a yeaQrding to the financial resource availabilljowever, online
sessions are encouraged to take place betweehykiEg meetings of the Working Groups.

Mr. Egerer proposed to prepare an overview of nati@adaptation strategies to climate change inGhgpathians.
More information on these activities will be ciratéd in due course by the Secretariat.

Mr. Szalai made the concluding remark and togethigh Mr. Harald Egerer thanked the participants fbeir
contribution to and involvement in the meeting dission.

" More information on presented activities are avd@an the Carpathian Convention under
http://www.carpathianconvention.org/eventdetailv@gevents/fourth-meeting-of-the-wg-adaptation-tosalte-

change.html
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