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FIFTH CARPATHIAN CONVENTION IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE

MEETING REPORT  

Opening of the meeting by the Slovak Presidency 

The CCIC meeting was opened by the Mr. Rastislav RYBANIC, the Ministry of the Environment, on behalf on the Slovak Presidency to the Carpathian Convention.
Welcome speech by the host – the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic 

Ms. Veronika Vilímková, Director of Department of Department of Species Protection and Implementation of International Commitments – Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic, welcomed the meeting participants.
Adoption of the Agenda

The Agenda of the meeting was adopted with any changes.
Status of contributions, Status of signatures and ratifications of Biodiversity, Forest and Tourism Protocols 
Mr. Egerer (UNEP Vienna – ISCC) presented the current status of contributions to the Carpathian Convention, as well the status of signatures and ratification. Mr. Egerer thanked the Parties for the timely payments of their contributions and invited those Parties, which have not yet paid their 2013 contribution, to do so as soon as possible.
Implementation of the Programme of Work of the Carpathian Convention -Progress report - and presentation of related projects and initiatives
All sections of the Progress Report were discussed and revised, as well as the related COP 4 decisions were agreed.
The Czech Republic and Poland informed of their intention to provide further comments to the Criteria and indicators for selection of virgin forests in transboudary region. The Czech Republic notified also about further comments to the Strategic Action Plan for the implementation of the Protocol on Sustainable Forest Management, which will be submitted to the Secretariat. It was suggested, if suitable, to finalize both documents through an e-consultations. 
The meeting participants agreed that a next meeting of the Working Group on Cultural Heritage and Traditional Knowledge will take place on 25 – 27 March 2014 in Bratislava, the Slovak Republic upon the kind invitation of the Slovak Ministry of Culture. 
The Secretariat will provide the draft Terms of References of all Working Group for possible comments. 

All relevant documents will be available on the Carpathian Convention website. 

Discussion on draft programme of work for 2015 – 2017 

The draft Programme of Work 2015 – 2017 was discussed and revised. 
Preperation for COP4 (draft agenda, draft programme, list of documents, organization of work, credentials, full power for Protocol signatures etc...)
During the meeting the date of the Fourth Confrerence of the Partise was slightly changed. According to that, COP 4 will be held form 23 to 26 September 2014 in Mikulov, the Czech Republic. The relevant  COP 4 documents were discussed and revised.
Review of list of Draft Decisions for COP4

The Draft Decisions for COP 4 were discussed and revised. Nevertheless, the Parties are invited to provide their comments to the COP 4 Decisions. 
Location of the Permanent Secretariat: Update of the Secretariat 
The documentation provded by Parties and by the Secretariat was discussed and the draft COP4 decision was amended accordingly.
Other matters 

Hungary informed that informal discussions are ongoing regarding the location of the Fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to be held in 2017.
Closure of the Meeting

Mr. Rastislav RYBANIC closed the meeting and thanked to the meeting participants for their valuable contribution to the discussion. 
� The Secretariat includes UNEP Vienna – ISCC and EURAC representing office Vienna (EURAC expert team – ISCC) members
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