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DECISION COP3/1
Conservation and sustainable use of biological and landscape diversity
Article 4 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 4. Welcomes the approval of and pledges its support tihe “BIOREGIO Carpathians”
project, that aims at implementing the main provisons of the Protocol on Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Biological and Landscape Divetgi

Several activities related to the implementation tbe European Transnational
Cooperation South East Euro@@OREGIO Carpathians project (vww.bioregio-
carpathians.ey aimed at implementing the main provisions of t&rpathian
Convention Biodiversity Protocol, have been devetbgespite a delay of about one year
(it started in January 2011 instead of January Paa2 to the late signature of the project
subsidy contract. This delay was mainly due to adstiative issues related to the
participation of the two 20%ERDF partners that mo¢ part of the South East Europe
Programme Area (Agency for Nature Conservation lasnadscape Protection of Czech
Republic and Polish Academy of Sciences, Institditdature Conservation) and to some
changes in the project partnership (replacementhef 10% PP1 State Agency for
Protected Areas of Ukraine with Carpathian BiosphReserve and change of status of
Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Proteof Czech Republic from 20%
ERDF PP to 20% Associated Strategic Partner fircabgeUNEP Vienna — ISCC). Also
the participation of the polish partner is undescdssion because of problems related to

! The Secretariat includes UNEP Vienna — ISCC an&KO representing office Vienna (EURAC expert
team — ISCC) members



the pre — financiang and the project is at riskletommittment due to the low level of
expenditures. More active participation of somehaf project partners is necessary in
order to avoid or limit the decommittment of theédis. The project will end in June 2014.

The Secretariat played a very important role in phgect since the beginning of the
project.

The Secretariat is responsible for the WP 2 (Comoation activities) and WP 7
(Intergovernmental Platform and stakeholders ineolent), assisted the project lead
Partner, Piatra Craiului National Park, in the ng@ment of the project and actively
contribute to the other WPs.

As WP 2 Leader it has delivered several outputsh s the project communication plan
and the project website, and presented the prejeche SEE Annual Conference in
Bologna at the end of June, where BIOREGIO wasadribe eight projects selected for
presentation at the Conference. In addition to this Secretariat contributed to the
elaboration of the Carpathian Convention Implemiona Report (“National
achievements and challenges related to the impletiem of the Carpathian
Convention” - document Inf.1), developed by EURAGstitute for Regional
Development and Location Management. The documentnmrizes the main acts,
initiatives and projects related to the implemeaatabf the Carpathian Convention since
2007 and underlines what are the main achievenasmat€hallenges for the future.

As WP 7 Leader it co - organized the first stakdbd meeting in Duna Ipoly National
Park together with the Park Administration and WWEP, had regular contacts with
stakeholders and Carpathian governmental reprdsestaand organized the relevant
Carpathian Convention meetings (Carpathian ConeerBiodiversity and Sustainable
Forest Management Working Groups, organized resdetin Banska Bystrica and

Doni Milanovac, Serbia, in end of March and ApiQl12)

In particular, during th€arpathian Convention Biodiversity Working Group (W G), -
organized by the Secretariat and the local parBtate Nature Conservancy of Slovak
Republic (SNCSR) in March 2012 in Banska BystriS&gvakia - the proposed draft
methodologies of the of the Carpathian Red ListSpécies and Habitats and List of
Invasive Alien Species developed within BIOREGIOrg2dhians WP 3 were agreed
between WG members. The possible support from t@erifémbers to the elaboration of
the lists it was also agreed.

The last version of the methodologies and of th&sor the experts involved in the
elaboration of the list are contained in the docuoinhef.2.

During the meeting it was also proposed by the &adat to elaborate a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between the interested asgdions for the establishment of a
Carpathian Integrated Biodiversity Information Systinterlinking existing information

systems and those that will be developed withinBR@REGIO Carpathians project. It
was agreed that initially the MoU will be signed bINEP Vienna - ISCC, European
Academy Bolzano (EURAC), DAPHNE, SNCSR, WWF DCP,IBRVarsaw, NFC, but

will be opened to other partners and its scope lmanwidened to other topics than



biodiversity. The updated draft MoU (document I8).was circulated to the involved
partners for feedbacks and the revised versionhef document with the received
comments will be circulated in due time.

Furthermore the representatives of the Secretarésented the proposed draft format of
the Biodiversity Protocol Implementation Report.eTfinal version of the format —
document Doc.1 - was developed on the basis otéhements and inputs provided by
the WG members and other meeting participants duaimd after the meeting. It was
agreed that an online version of the report forwiitbe developed and will be submitted
to the next Biodiversity WG meeting for discussion.

The next Biodiversity WG meeting (that will be hetdthe first half of 2013) should
approve the final online version of the report fatito discuss the interim results of the
BIOREGIO Carpathians project and possible followp-projects to be submitted under
the next EU Financial Programmes.

Possible actions taken by CCIC:

- Approval of the final version of the format of thH&odiversity Protocol
Implementation Report (paper version)

- Possible assistance to SNCSR in data collectiontHerelaboration of the
Carpathian Red List of Species and Habitats and aisinvasive Alien
Species and to the other BIOREGIO Carpathians @artior the development
of the project outputs of their responsability

- Contacts with BIOREGIO Carpathians project partniergheir respective
countries in order to ensure their commitment ifiliing their project tasks

Para 9. Encourages the use of the Carpathian Proteszl Areas Management
Effectiveness Tracking Tool as useful tool to suppbthe implementation of the
Carpathian Convention Biodiversity Protocol and Campathian Network of Protected
Areas activities and Convention Biodiversity Progranme of Work on Protected
Areas.

On March 2012, back to back the WG Meeting on Biediity, the Carpathian
Network of Protected Areas Steering Committee (CNPAC) meetingwas organized.
During the meeting the first draft of the Programofieche 2 CNPA Conference (to be
organized within BIOREGIO Carpathians WP 3 fromt@36 April 2012 in Poprador
Jasna, Slovakia) was discussed and it was agreddtib CNPA SC members can
contribute to the elaboration of the Common IntegtaManagement Measures to be
elaborated under WP 4 of the BIOREGIO Carpathiaopept.

Furthermore the GEF Medium Size Project (MSP) “lowomg the financial sustainability
of the Carpathian System of Protected Areas” wasented and the meeting participants



were informed about the possibility to finance witkhe project a group of experts from
the Carpathian countries (Core Expert Group)in otdecreate a permanent cooperation
framework on financing Protected Areas.

The Core Expert Group designed members are: Romanidr. Alin Birda
(Maramuresului Mountains Nature Park), Slovakia s. Muzana Okanikova — (State
Nature Conservancy), Hungary — Ms. Katalin Siposin® Ipoly National Park). The
following members have to be confirmed: Serbia — Marko Vojanic (Ministry of
Environment, Mining and Spatial Planning), Ukrain®1s. Anastasia Drapaluk (Ministry
of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine). Ribland Czech Republic have not
designed their members yet.

The nextCNPA SC meeting— organized by the Secretariat in Vienna Inteomesti
Centre on 5th of November 2012 - was focused mainlghe Draft Programme of the
CNPA Conference, which will be organized togethé&hwthe BIOREGIO Carpathians
Mid Term Conference. The updated version of thegRimme based on the discussion
held at the meeting is contained in document InfTHe meeting participants agreed that
the invitation to the Conference with the Progransheuld be sent at the beginning of
the January 2011.

The Secretariat proposed to hire a part-time céasuin order to establish and support
the CNPA Unit for a temporary period. The consulteould be in Vienna or in any of
the Carpathian countries. Slovakia and Romania etdheir interest in making an offer.
The proposal from Slovakia is contained in docunhehts.

Finally during the meeting the Common Integratechitgement Measures (CIMM) and
Regional Development Opportunities structure repetaborated within the BIOREGIO
Carpathians WP 4 were discussed by the meetingipartts.

Possible actions taken by CCI C:

To mandate the CNPA SC to approve a temporary geraents related to the
establishment of the CNPA Unit to be implementedH®ySecretariat.

Para 10. Welcomes the work and activities of the @pathian Wetland Initiative in
support of the implementation of the Biodiversity Rotocol, welcomes the ongoing
cooperation with the Ramsar Convention and urges R#es to take appropriate
action on the effective protection and sustainablese of Carpathian wetlands.

The Secretariat participated in tlgiropean Ramsar Meetingon 29-30 September
2011 in Trnava, Slovakia, where presented the @aigraConvention activities and in
particular the BIOREGIO Carpathians project as »amngle of cooperation between the
Carpathian Convention (CC) and the Carpathian Wetlaitiative.



Furthermore The Secretariat had regular contactsachange of information with State
Nature Conservancy of Slovak Republic (SNCSR), itepdhe Carpathian Wetland
Initiative.

DECISION COP3/2
Spatial development
Article 5 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 4. Supports the implementation and calls forhe further development of the
Strategic Action Plan for the Carpathian Area, providing tangible benefits to the
Carpathian regions, as an important contribution tothe European Strategy for the
Danube Region, and recommends the use of the Strgte Action Plan to be
considered in discussions within existing and futuwe European Union macroregional
strategies and programmes.

Para 6. Invites the European Parliament, the Europan Commission, the Committee
of the Regions, the Congress of Local and Regionauthorities of the Council of
Europe, and the Euroregions located in the Carpattans, to support the process.

Para 7. Appreciates the support of the Associatioof Elected Representatives from
Mountain Regions and of the Association of EuropeaBorder Regions in the
process and invites their further cooperation.

The Secretariat presented the Strategic Action 8&®) for the Carpathian Area at the
General Assembly of the European Association of Eéed Representatives from
Mountain Regions held in Covilhg Portugal, in April 2012 and at the two editiorfs o
the Conference “Europe of the Carpathians” orgahiaeKrynica, Poland (see paragraph
below for further information on the two Conferesde Krynica), in order to inform the
high level representatives of the EU and Carpatmational and regional authorities
about the priority actions of the Carpathian Comwen for discussion on next EU
Finanancial Programmes and possible future madwrabstrategies.

The SAP and the related list of priority actiong fhe Carpathian Convention —
document Inf. 6 - were also sent to th@nt Technical Secretariat for the South East
Europe Programme for discussion on the future European Territo@doperation
Programme in the next EU Financial Period.

Furthermore the Secretariat made a request to itee-VPresident of thEommittee of
the Regions (CoR),Ms. Bresso, to organize a Workshop on a posdildiere EU
macroregional Strategy for the Carpathian Regigettoer with the Spatial Development
Working Group at the CoR. The President of the CBIR, Valcéarcel Siso, positively
replied to this request and gave the patronageet@vent that will be organised next year.
The intention is to present at the Workshop the 8Aéthe parts of the EUSDR relevant
for the Carpathians as a basis for the developofeEU macro regional strategy for the
Carpathian Region. The main objective would beirtd Support among the Carpathian



regions representatives for the promotion of ampi of the CoR to be submitted to the
European Commission supporting the developmenudi Strategy.

Para 5. Emphasizes the importance of full involvermd of and support to this
process by all relevant stakeholders, in particulathe competent national authorities,
regional and local authorities as well as civil seety and private sector.

The Secretariat attended thest edition of the Conference “Europe of the
Carpathians” organized in Krynica, Poland, on 7 — 8 Septembdrl2Within the 21st
Economic Forum in Poland. The Conference was orgdnat initiative of the Vice-
Marshall of the Sejm (the Lower House of the Parkat of Poland), Mr. Marek
Kuchcinski. The main aims of the Conference weyeptomote cross-border and
international cooperation between European couninienountain regions, for deepened
cooperation between Carpathian states, as welleasded for this process to be properly
reflected in EU policy and financial decisions,

The Secretariat made an opening presentation okveat, to present the Carpathian
region, the CC as the framework for internatior@eration, and the large impact this
sub-regional MEA is having on macro-regional siyags at the EU level.

One of the main outcomes of the Conference wasQamathian Memorandum -
document Inf. 7 - prepared and circulated by Pqglavidch encourages the accession of
the European Union to the Carpathian ConventionGI3EON COP3/10, Para. 5).

During the Conference Poland signed both the Pobtamn Sustainable Forest
Management and on Sustainable Tourism to the Gagpa€Convention.

The Secretariat participated in teecond edition of the “Europe of the Carpathians”
Conferenceheld always in Krynica, Poland, on 05 Septembe2@Imilarly to the first
edition the Conference was organized at initiatif/¢he Vice-Marshall of the Sejm, Mr.
Kuchcinski.

One of the main objective of the Conference waslbte recommendation for improving
the efficiency of European mechanisms supportingeld@ment of mountain regions,
taking into account the role of new EU budget pecsipe for 2014 — 2020 (the
Conference outcomes are contained in documen8)nf.

The Secretariat made a speech in the session orCd#ngathian Convention and
sustainable development of the Carpathians pregpiitie main activities developed
within the Convention in the last years and underli the importance of the elaboration
of a EU macroregional Strategy for the Carpathiagi®n and of the accession of the EU
to the Convention and related activities in oradestrengthen the role of the Carpathians
in EU policies. Furthermore the idea of the Worksloo the Carpathian Strategy at the
Committee of the Regions in Brussels was promoted).



As a follow — up of the Conference the Secretawdt send to Mr. Kuchcinski
suggestions for further action on the promotiothef Carpathian Strategy process among
the Carpathian Parliaments, of the EU accessioth@éoCarpathian Convention to the
polish Permanent Representation in Brussels, artdeopossible accession of Poland to
the next European Territorial Cooperation Progranfanethe South East Europe Area
(that probably will be more linked to the EU Stgydor the Danube Region) in order to
have all the Carpathian countries in such a sti@ated financial instrument.

During theAlpine — Carpathian Cooperation Forum— organized by the Association of
the Carpathian Euroregion in Poland, in cooperatiath the Association for the
Development of Podkarpacie “ProCarpathia” - heldRireszow, Poland from 14 to 16
September 2012, the Secretariat made a statemeheomportance of a possible future
EU macroregional Strategy for the Carpathian Redmrfoster sustainable regional
development. Even so the Carpathian Conventiomois directly involved in the
organization, it still contributed to the creatiohthis important event, as already in the
year 2007 the Carpathian countries — in the framkwb the Carpathian Convention —
strongly supported the initiative to include a funglarea targeting the implementation of
the Carpathian Convention into the national Swisarfced programmes in Hungary,
Poland and Slovakia (the outcomes of the Forunc@néained in document Inf. 9).

Possible actions taken by CCI C:

Promotion of the Strategic Action Plan (SAP) foe t@arpathian Area and priority
actions for the Carpathians in relevant meetindgslatevel

DECISION COP3/3
Sustainable and integrated water/river basin management
Article 6 of the Carpathian Convention

1. Welcomes the concluded mutual observership betere the Danube River
Protection Convention and the Carpathian Convention

The Secretariat had regular contacts and exchahg&goomation with ICPDR on the
respective activities (e.g. activities related te tmplementation of the EU Strategy for
the Danube Region) and actively participated inREhst and Third ICPDR Meeting
Team of Experts on Hydropowerheld in Vienna on 15 July 2012 and 9-10 October
2012 and on th&ECPDR Danube Climate Adaptation Workshop held on 29-30 March
2012 in Munich, Germany.

Para 3. And welcomes the Joint Declaration betweethe Danube River Protection
Convention and the Carpathian Convention supporting the sustainable
development of the Carpathians and Tisza River Basiadopted in Uzhgorod on 11



April 2011, and encourages enhanced joint programmg with International
Commission for the Protection of the Danube River.

The Secretariat attended th®th Tisza Group meeting organized by the International
Commission for the Protection of the Danube RiVi@PDR) and held in Vienna
International Center from 1 to 2 October 2012. ibgrthe meeting the “Joint
Declaration of the ICPDR Tisza Group and the FraoreWConvention on the Protection
and the Sustainable Development of the Carpathimesented by the UNEP Vienna —
Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Conventiontle sustainable development of the
Tisza River Basin” (Tisza River Basin Joint Dectama) was presented and discussed
among the Tisza River Group, ICPDR and the Sec¢attaembers.

The updated version of the Declaration, as agréd¢deameeting, was circulated to the
Tisza Group members and the CC NFPs for feedbac#isaarevised version of the
document was elaborated (document Doc.2).

Possible actions taken by CCI C:

Approval of the revised version of the Tisza RiBasin Joint Declaration

DECISION COP3/4
Sustainable agriculture, rural development and forestry
Article 7 of the Carpathian Convention

Para. 1. Expresses its gratitude to Parties and revant institutions, including Forest
Europe (formerly Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe)
and the Padua University for their support to thedevelopment of the Protocol on
Sustainable Forest Management to the Framework Comantion on the Protection
and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians, andencourages further
cooperation with special regard to research activies.

Para 5. Welcomes the initiative of the establishmerf the Carpathian Inventory of
Virgin Forests.

Para 6. Requests the interim Secretariat to coordate the preparation of a
Strategic Action Plan for the implementation of theProtocol on Sustainable Forest
Management, taking into account the work done undethe auspices of the Working
Group.

During he Carpathian Convention Working Group on Sustainable Forest
Management— organized by the Secretariat and local partrjerdap National Park in
Donji Milanovac, Serbia from 23 to 24 April 2012the draft Strategic Action Plan for
the Implementation of the Forest Protocol (Forestdeol SAP) was presented by the
Secretariat. Next the draft Forest Protocol SAP eiasussed by the meeting participants,
some changes were proposed and a new version ofldbement was agreed and
circulated for further comments. The updated versibthe document with integrated the
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received comments (document Inf. 10) will be diseds at the next WG meeting
foreseen in September 2013 in Poland.

Furthermore the participants agreed that WWF DCIPprépare draft common criteria
for definition of virgin forests within the groupf experts established within the
BIOREGIO Carpathians WP 4 to be discussed at a\Wé&ximeeting.

Two main objectives of the next WG meeting showdddreach a final agreement by the
WG members on the Forest Protocol SAP to be addpyetthe Fourth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Carpathian Comve{COP 4) in 2014 and to discuss
the draft common criteria for definition of virgfarests in order to plan next steps for the
elaboration of a common list of virgin forests e tCarpathians.

Para 7.Adopts the revised Terms of Reference of the Working Groun Sustainable
Agriculture and Rural Development and calls for thedevelopment of a Protocol on
Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development.

The Secretariat participated in th@orkshop for the creation and promotion of a
Carpathian brand for local products held in Lviv on 11 November 204rid organized
by the Suisse Federal institute for organic agnirel (FIBL). The meeting has been
attented by 60 participants coming from differeiies and rural areas in Ukraine along
with NGOs and governmental representatives from Wieainian Ministry of the
Environment and international development agernzésed in Kiev.

The representatives of FIBL presented the restiltie socio-economic survey, funded
by the Suisse cooperation Agency, that had beedumted in different Carpathian areas
within Ukraine. In the afternoon, three differenbnking groups on food, non food and
services took place in order to discuss a temmdist of products that would better
represent the culture, traditions and expertideczl producers in the Carpathians.

In the same session, the Secretariat presentedtitheture and fonctionning of the
Carpathian Convention and its possible involvennetthe promotion of a local brand on
the Carpathian products. Moreover, the Secretariggented its further activities in the
field of sustainble tourism and mountain managemeng. the participation and
organization of the Verbier's World Mountain For{@i11 December 2011).

DECISION COP3/5
Sustainable transport and infrastructure, Industry and energy
Article 8 of the Carpathian Convention, Article 10 of the Carpathian
Convention

Para 1. Adopts the revised Terms of Reference ohé Working Group on Sustainable
Industry, Energy, Transport and Infrastructure, and calls for the development of a Protocol
on Sustainable Industry, Energy, Transport and Infrastructure.

11



From 18 to 19 October, thearpathian Convention Working Group on Sustainable
Industry, Energy, Transport and Infrastructure Meeting was held in KoSice,
Slovakia and was organized by the Secretariat witie Access2Mountain project, back
to back with the project Mid Term Conference. Theetng’'s main purpose was to foster
the development of the draft text Protocol on Snatde Transport and Infrastructure to
the Carpathian Convention. The WG members agreéactes the scope of the Protocol
on "Transport and Infrastructure” and discussedettwgy with the other meeting
participants the draft Protocol prepared by the@adat. The new agreed version of the
document (document Inf. 11) will be circulated forther comments and discussed at the
next meeting planned for early 2013. It is envishge have the final draft text of the
Protocol by the end of 2013 and present it to t&d¥€ for consideration and adoption.

Several activities related to the implementation tbe European Transnational
Cooperation South East Europecess2Mountain project (www.access2mountain.pu
have been developed.

The project “Access2Mountain” aims at achieving afilie, environmentally friendly
tourism, as well as to ensure accessibility andneotion to, between and in sensitive
regions of the Alps and the Carpathians. It shdanddefit all (potential) users. With the
long-term perspective of increasing sustainableigbmobility, railway and multimodal
connections will be improved and attractive offersated via pre-investment measures,
pilot activities, and investments.lIt is centralth@ project, to transfer experiences made
and knowledge gained in the Alps to the South Eadkeiropean region. In this regard,
transnational cooperation in the field of sustaleategional development plays an
important role. Touristic infrastructures are to dreated or improved in a sustainable
manner. This paves the way for achieving intermaioenvironment aims and yield
competitive advantage. The project will end in JR0&2.

Throughout the collaboration with EURAC, the Searet is directly involved in the
project, mainly in Working Package 7 that focusedle facilitation of the elaboration of
the Transport Protocol. All Carpathian NFPs aresolers to the project.

The representatives of the relevant Slovak andriumshational and regional authorities
as well as the leading motorway companies (ASFINe@ NDS) of both countries have
signed a joinMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) which establishes the framework
for future cooperation and coordinated activities the sector of spatial planning,
transport and infrastructure, agriculture and retowotection (document Inf. 12). The
MoU was signed in the frame of the Internationahfécence on the Alpine Carpathian
Corridor (AKK), organized by the Secretariat in Bskava on 30 January 2012.

The MoU has been facilitated by the Secretaridhéncontext of the crossbordanoject
Alpine Carpathian Corridor (AKK) (www.alpenkarpatenkorridorjafunded under the
Slovak- Austrian Cross border Cooperation — PrognamThe AKK project with the
Lead Partner Government of Lower Austria - Deparntirier Nature Protection aims to
re-establish the ecological corridor between thgp&thians and the Alps in this area. In-
depth research on reducing the impact of highwéwstructure for example has been
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conducted and results are already going to be pocated into spatial planning
instruments and investment strategies and the rmtisin of wildlife passages. The
significance and the contribution of the projecs bready been acknowledged at various
political levels, including by the EU: for examplee AKK project is seen as a flagship
project of the EU Strategy for the Danube Regiod &as received the RegioStars
Awards. The project should end in December 2012 aljossible prolongation is under
discussion.

Possible actions taken by CCIC:

Decision on the proposal of the WG members to pizer their work related to the
elaboration of the Protocol on the topic “Sustaledtansport and related infrastructure”.

Para 3. Encourages future cooperation activities wh the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization and other
relevant organizations in the field of renewable egrgies in the Carpathians.

The Secretariat promoted th®oject “Bioenergy AC - Sharing best available
technologies and promoting partnership for sustainble biomass use for energy
between the Alps and the Carpathians”’under the Fourth Call of the European
Transnational Cooperation South East Europe Prageon the basis of the request of
the he EU Strategy for the Danube Region that dalisthe reinforcement of the
Carpathian Convention “to share best practices muyzing and using biomass for
energy purposes” and for the development of a prajened at setting-up “a cooperation
mechanism between the Alpine and Carpathian redammthe transfer of best practices,
best available technologies, as well as environateatd social know-how” in the field
of bioenergy.

The project Lead partner is Regione Veneto (Italgyl strives to create a powerful
cooperation mechanism interlinking the Carpathiand alpine Regions to sharing

experiences and best practices concerning theisaiska production of renewable energy
from biomass. The project aims at making the Cargas a hot spot for innovative use
of sustainable energy from biomass. It aims apettpg the implementation of the EU
Strategy for the Danube Region, the Renewable EnBIRECTIVE 2009/28/EC, the

EU Biomass Action Plan, the Green Paper on renewsduirces of Energy, the Alpine
Convention Energy Protocol and will be a first mitsne project in contributing to

implement Art. 10 - Industry and Energy - of therfizdhian Convention and Art. 14 of
the Protocol on Sustainable Forest ManagementeoCiimvention. Furthermore it aims
at providing a platform for technology transfer asldaring of experiences between
research institutes, the public sector and othievaat stakeholders of both the Alpine
and the Carpathian region. It elaborates best ablailcost - effective technological
systems and best practices and transfers them dimnse / countries lacking in

implementing renewable energy policies. Concerteggislation, the project tries to push
the strengthening of legislation in promoting thestainable production of renewable
energy resources through good governance methatistaves to streamline policies on

13



renewables in the target countries. It promotesgigeration of concrete projects and
initiatives building up technology and innovatiorapacity for the promotion of
renewable energy sources in line with the requirdméor a sustainability scheme for
energy uses of biomass that take into account #es rior biomass resources to be
managed in a sustainable manner.

Bioenergy AC has been approved by the competehbaties but cannot be financed
due to limited funds in the SEE Programme and tegewith the Lead Partner Regione
Veneto there is the intention to present the ptajader the next EU Financing Period.

The Secretariat joined a partnership for developitige project proposal
"enerSKI"("Energy Efficiency, Networking and Capaci ty-Building for Skiing-
Resorts") that was presented under the Call 2012 of "Igetit Energy Europe”. The
main objective of the project, developed underldasership of the Energy Agency of
Podravje is to increase rational use of energytarsipport the use of renewable energy
in ski resorts to reduce the environmental impdaviater sports activities. The project
team intends to bridge the gap between the sucdedsmonstration of innovative
approaches, and its effective, broad market uptalkeder to attain leverage of public-
and private-sector investment, bring down costgreimse market experience and
contribute to reducing the financial- and othercpared risks and barriers that hinder this
type of investment. Unfortunately, the project ratshe positive evaluation by one point
and was not approved by the competent Programrheréigs.

DECISION COP3/6
Sustainable tourism
Article 9 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 3. Welcomes the cooperation with and assistamcby the UNWTO, ETE,
CEEWEB, EURAC, UNEP, etc., in particular related to the development of the
Protocol on Sustainable Tourism to the Framework Covention on the Protection
and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians anaf projects aimed at its
implementation

The Secretariat participated in the development aodmission of theproject
“Innovations in Rural Tourism” (InRuTou) in February 2012, which is co-financed by
the European Commission.

The project will begin in February 2012 and run iluMovember 2015. Several
Carpathian Convention partners are participatinth@éproject: National Association for
Mountains Rural Development (Romania), Ekopsychpldgociety (Poland) and
Information Center “Green Dossier” (Ukraine).

The project aims, through developing and testisgtaf electronic tools and innovative
models at:

1) facilitating the development of sustainable t&mrin rural mountainous areas, by
fostering a community consultation process, and
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2) training selected opinion leaders to act asiplidts in enhancing community tourism
planning, via training existing and new local teanioperators, with various degrees of
experience, professional and educational background

The Secretariat responsibilities include promoting project results in the Carpathian
Region, organizing a networking event in Viennayducing the project transferability
manual in several languages, including Polish amen&hian, and the Final Project
Publication.

Furthermore the Secretariat had regular contadts WNWTO (United Nations World
Tourism Organization) and CEEweb on the development of the Carpathian Tourism
Strategy and other projects/initiatives relatedthte implementation of the Carpathian
Convention Sustainable Tourism Protocol. In thigard a statement on the Carpathian
Tourism Strategy addressed to the CCIC membersdYEEweb Sustainable Tourism
Working Group is contained in document Inf. 13.

DECISION COP3/7
Cultural heritage and traditional knowledge
Article 11 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 1. Being aware of the unique values of cultutderitage , recommends to
support the creation of the Cultural Heritage Invertory and Programme of
Activities.

The Secretariat has regular contacts with UNEP/GRI&saw, the Lead Partner of the
“Carpathian Unite — mechanism of consultation amdperation of the Carpathian
Convention " project supported by a grant from Qwitand through the Swiss
contribution to the enlarged European Union. Thejgat aims at implementing the
Carpathian Convention and its thematic ProtocolRafand. In addition to this, one of
the foreseen activities in the project is the etabon of aCarpathian Convention
Protocol on Cultural Heritage to be submitted to COP4. At the moment internal
negotiations among the project partners are ongmnthe elaboration of a first draft of
the Protocol and the organization of a Carpathianv@ntion Cultural Heritage Working
Group within the project for the discussion of traft Protocol is foreseen for end of
May 2012.

The Secretariat actively participated in the Cdrjaat Unite project meeting held on 29
September 2012 in Zakopane, Poland.
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DECISION COP3/8
Environmental assessment/information system, monitoring and early
warning
Article 12 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 1. Supports the establishment of a joint biodiversity information system for the
Carpathians under the Carpathian Convention, and rguests the Secretariat to coordinate this
process.

As indicated above (Decision COP3/1, Para. 4) tker&ariat is coordinating the
development of aMoU between European Academy Bolzano (EURAC), DAPHNE,
SNCSR, WWF DCP, GRID Warsaw, NFC for the developmeh a Carpathian
Integrated Biodiversity Information System.

In addition to this, at the invitation of tleuropean Environment Agency (EEA, the
Secretariat and Science for the Carpathians m&aiS4C) representatives met EEA
representatives at its headquarters in Copenhag@4th of September 2012 in order to
discuss possibilities to enhance network-enablemiverge management in support of
the Carpathian Convention information system, awethted cooperation between
mentioned above partners. The cooperation betwagngrs might include areas such as:
data flow between EEA and Carpathian Conventioninfstance inclusion of Carpathians
into EEA reports etc.; indicators (harmonized wather mountain regions); cooperation
with EIONET Focal Points; long term idea of a Ewgap mountain network; support by
EEA topic centers e.g. in the field of BD reportifrgporting template etc) and / or
Green Infrastructure in the Carpathians.

Follow — up of the meeting will be the elaboratioha Memorandum of Cooperation
between EEA and CC with a contribution of S4C whigh be submitted to the Bureau
of the Carpathian Convention for approval (the tdraketing report is contained in
document Inf.14).

Possible actions taken by CCI C:

Facilitation of contacts with respective countrlE®ONET Focal Points on Carpathian
Convention related issues

Para 2. Welcomes the outcomes of Forum Carpaticun020 and the preparation for

Forum Carpaticum 2012, recognizes the Science fohé Carpathians Network as an

important basis for policy making in the Carpathians, and requests the Secretariat
to further develop modalities for cooperation.
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The Secretariat actively contributed together wB4C to the organization and
implementation ofForum Carpaticum 2012 - From data to knowledge, from knowledge
to action — held in Stara Lesna, Slovakia from@&81 of May 2012.

This year’s edition of the Forum Carpaticum recdiwgell over 200 abstracts. The
programme was very rich, with a opening addressbemefits of “network enabled
research” and open date principles in comparisdin mbre traditional approaches.

The main objectives of the Conference were: to stpgcientifically actions leading
towards sustainability in the Carpathian regionntobease the visibility of the Carpathian
region in the global change research agendashkadisearch and practice in the field of
coupled human-environmental systems in mountaiiomsg and to —thereby - generate
value for the Carpathian mountain region.

The Secretariat delivered opening speeches, omrgduaizd moderated a Workshop on the
Carpathian Convention, and actively contributedthe Conference discussion (the
Conference report is contained in document Inf. 15.

One of the institutional highlights of this Forumar@aticum was the signature of the
Memorandum of Understanding between the Carpati@anvention and the S4C
(document Inf. 16). It was signed during the SdfenBteering Committee Meeting to
which the Secretariat is regularly invited as asasber.

A concrete and relevant follow — up of the Forunrg@aéicum was the development and
submission of theroject “LANDOBE — M: Landscape observatories for European
mountain regions: from open data to benefits for ¢dizens” under the EU FP 7
Programme, Theme 6 Environment. The original ptojgea was already discussed at
the Forum Carpaticum and after was further develdpe the Jagiellonian University,
member of S4C and Lead Partner of the project mapo

The Secretariat is partner in the project proptusgether with other members of the S4C
and organizations/institutions from other mountaegions (Alps, Pyrenees, etc...) and
contributed to its development.

The project aims at: elaborating the vision of mfwrictional landscape observatories,
embedded in the needs and requirements of vartakstwlders; implementing them in

selected European mountain regions, and testingusefulness for science, practice and
citizens. A case — study on the Carpathian regiidiroe developed within the project and

it will be a very important contribution to the ddepment of an integrated Carpathian
information system.

The first project application has been submittetheocompetent authorities and if it will

be approved a second more detailed applicationchae submitted for final approval in
the end of February 2012.
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Para 3. Welcomes the European Union Research Programe on Climate Change in
the Carpathians and supports the coordination of tle Carpathian Convention
activities and the Science for the Carpathians asofeseen for this Programme
through the Secretariat.

The Secretariat has regular contacts with ScieaceCarpathians Initiative concerning
the activities related to the climate change sedtorparticular a S4C representative
participated in the First Climate Change Working@r Meeting in Brussels in February
2012 (see DECISION COP3/15 Para. 1 and 3) andedgtoontributed to the meeting
discussion and outcomes.

Possible actions taken by CCIC:

Promotion of the LANDOBE — M project to the respeetcountries national FP 7 —
Environment National Contact Points (the list of R&s contained in document Inf.17).

DECISION COP3/9
Awareness raising, education and public participation
Article 13 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 2. Decides to actively support the expansiorf the Tool Kit to other countries,
and supports cooperation with other partners and dier mountain regions in
Education for Sustainable Development, such as thalps, the Balkans and the
Caucasus.

The Secretariat has become partner in Regional Center of Expertise (RCE)in
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in 20RCE was presented at the ESD
side-event at COP 3.

The role of the Secretariat is to promote exchasfgexpertise between the Vienna ESD
community and the Carpathian region. The group dsveloping a website
(http://www.filmtipps.at/rce2/?page_id=99 and held several meetings discussing
directions and future activities.

The Secretariat has proposed the RCE partnersofeecate in the final conference of the
Big Foot project in May-June 2013, in order to lmea its impact, which the RCE
accepted.
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Para 3. Requests the Secretariat, in consultation ith Parties, Northern
Alliance for Sustainability and other stakeholders,to explore possibilities for the
further development and finalization of the PublicParticipation Strategy.

The Secretariat is participating as a partner en B Lifelong Learningoroject “Big
Foot. Crossing Generations, Crossing Mountains,”which aims at approaching
sustainable development of rural mountainous reggibrough intergenerational learning.
The project is rooted in the participatory procéssthe three case-study areas in
Kalambaka, (Greece), Berkovitsa (Bulgaria) and Gukitaly).

The Secretariat is the only Carpathian Conventiaffitiated partner in the project. Thus,
one of its roles in the project is to dissemindte project results to the Carpathian
countries. Concretely, since May 2011, the Sedgegthas participated in several project
meetings, developed the project graphic identagp| the websitehftp://www.bigfoot-
project.eu/home.htm) and Facebook page, and is working on the Traasidéy Tool
Kit and the Internet Community Development Platfprrhich will connect Big Foot
with the Carpathian Convention community electraltic and will include links to
already developed tools, such as the Move4Naturel Kat, the Cultural Heritage
Inventory, etc.

The Secretariat would like to promote a link betwdbe Big Foot project and the
Carpathian Protected areas, and thus it has bespoged to the CNPA steering
committee that the project is be presented at dneéh® BIOREGIO Carpathians
stakeholders meetings and the CNPA Conference.

Due to initial administrative setbacks of the Igattner, Municipality of Gubbio, the

project has been extended until end of June 208 fihal conference of the project will
be organized by the Secretariat in Vienna in thee @rMay/June 2013, and will be open
to the Carpathian community participation.

DECISION COP3/10
Cooperation with the European Union

Para 1. Welcomes the European Commission Communication orh¢ EU Strategy for the

Danube Region (EUSDR) and the accompanying Plan @fction, in particular its references to

the Carpathian region and to the Carpathian Convenbn, as well as the included priority issues
and flagship projects relevant for the Carpathian egion. Reiterates the importance of the
Carpathian region as the area relevant both for theBaltic and the Danube macroregional
strategies and underlines the need to reflect this the implementation of the EUSDR as well as
in future activities related to the development othe EU macroregional approach.

Para 3. Invites the Parties to further solicit supprt from European Territorial Cooperation
funds, SDC cohesion funds, Norwegian fund, LIFE, Bwpean Neighbourhood and partnership
Instrument and Instrument for pre Accession Assistace, and requests the Secretariat to ensure
coordination in project development and implementabn.
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Paara 4. Calls upon Parties, supported by the Sedsgiat, to cooperate with European Union
bodies in further promoting the “Carpathian Space” concept in the context of existing or
planned European Union cooperation programmes (e.gsuch as under the European Union
Territorial Cooperation budget for 2014-2020.

On 20th of June 2011 thHeick Off Meeting of the Steering Group of the Pilla 2 -
Priority Area 6 “Preserving Biodiversity, Landscapes and the Quality of Air and
Soil” of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUBR PA 6 SG)was held in
Munich, Germany. Throughout the meeting the membgtise Steering Group agreed by
consensus to accept the Carpathian Conventionrasapent observer for its important
role in the implementation of the Strategy, in attr in the field of biodiversity (the
meeting report is contained in document Inf.18).

The Secretariat participated at second meeting of the EUSDR PA 6 SGvhich was
held in Zagreb, Croatia from 24 to 25 of Octobet 20

During the meeting it was agreed that the Secedtarll contribute in particular in the
implementation of Action 9 of PA6 and will contriteuthe EUSDR PA 6 projects
database. The Secretariat actively contributethéoneeting discussion and presented to
the PA 6 coordinators the SEE Bioenergy AC propgoposal for possible support from
the SG members (the meeting report is containeld@ument Inf.19.

The Secretariat attended tB&SDR Pillar 2 Annual Stakeholders Seminar held on
6™ of November 2012 iBudapest, Hungary, and which was organized byEtitepean
Commission — DG REGIO, the Government of Hungard @dme EUSDR Pillar 2
coordinators.

The participation of the Secretariat was focusedtipmn the promotion of Carpathian
Convention activities related to the implementatairthe EU Strategy for the Danube
Region and on establishing contacts with Europeamr@ission — DG REGIO and other
relevant stakeholders.

The main outcomes of the discussion with the PAd&dinator were the following :

- Possibility to obtain financial support from the EDR for organization of
meetings related to the preparation of projectated to the Strategy
(according to the eligibility criteria establishday the PA 6 Steering
Committee)

- Possibility to request the label of the EUSDR tog BIOREGIO Carpathians
project in order to strengthen the visibility ofetlproject and to further
increase the support from the European Commissiceording to the
procedure established by the PA 6 Steering Comenitte

- Possibility to send to PA 6 Coordinators the idesdi priority actions for the
Carpathians included in the Strategic Action Plathe Carpathian Area for
discussion with the European Commission relatethéodevelopment of the
next EU Financial Programming Period in which théJIDR PAs
coordinators are involved.
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Furthermore the Secretariat representative inforthedEUSDR contact person of the
European Commission — DG REGIO on the intentiopromoting a EU macroregional

Strategy for the Carpathian Region “ bridging” thanube and Baltic Strategies and
“completing” the Danube Strategy with those pripattions for the Carpathians that are
not included in the already existing Strategiese T®ecretariat underlined also the
importance of the participation of Poland (in partar of the polish Carpathians) in the
possible future European Territorial CooperatiomgPamme for South East Europe
(possible Danube Programme) in order to have al @arpathian countries in the
Programme. The participation of all the Carpatlganntries in the Programme would
help to avoid all the administrative problems emteted in the ongoing projects for the
participation of countries such a Czech Republat Baland that are not part of the South
East Europe Programme area.

The Secretariat had also regular contacts with Eneopean Commission — DG
Regional Policyon the contribution of the Carpathian Conventiothie EU Strategy of
the Danube Region, on the possible future Carpathieategy and on the next European
Territorial Cooperation Programmes.

Finally the Secretariat enjoys the financial suppdrthe European Commission — DG
Environment for the activities related to the Carpathian ComtnaenWorking Group on
Adaptation to Climate Changérough the CARPIVIA projecand has regular contacts
with the European Commission contact point for CARR (for further information on
the Secretariat activities in the climate changtasesee below DECISION COP 3/15).

Possible actions taken by CCIC:

- Promotion of the need for a EU macroregional stpatior the Carpathian
region “ bridging” the EU Danube and Baltic Stragsgand “completing” the
Danube Strategy with those priority actions for arpathians that are not
included in the already existing Strategies.

- Promotion of the participation of Poland in theuha European Territorial
Cooperation Programme for South East Europe (plesBiénube Programme)
in order to include all the Carpathian countriethia Programme.

Para 5. Invites the European Union to become a Partto the Carpathian
Convention and requests the Hungarian and forthcommg Polish EU Presidency to
make efforts to promote accession of the European riibn to the Carpathian
Convention.

The Polish Presidency of the EU providedate on the possible accession of the EU to
the Carpathian Convention (document Inf. 20) at theEU Environment Council
meeting on 19 December 2011n the note it was emphasized that the first sylinlstep
acknowledging the engagement of EU policy in thep@thian region, should be the
EU's accession to the Carpathian Convention.
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The request is still under consideration of thedgean Commission — DG Environment
and the Secretariat has contacts with the SlovdkPatish Governments and Permanent
Representations in Brussels on this issue.

Possible actions taken by CCIC:
Contacts with the respective Permanent Represensaind Embassies in Brussels in

order to support the request of the accession ef&d to the Carpathian Convention
towards the European Commission — DG Environment.

DECISION COP3/11
Cooperation with the Alpine Convention

Para 1. Welcomes the cooperation with the Alpine Gwention in the framework of
the concluded Memorandum of Understanding, and reqgests the Secretariat to
continue to strengthen the cooperation with the Alme Convention in the fields such
as institutional cooperation, the exchange of infonation and experience, the
development and implementation of common projectghe collaboration on the
implementation of the Conventions and their respecte Programmes of Work, the
implementation of the Convention Biodiversity Progammes of Work on Protected
Areas and Mountain Biodiversity and the collaboraton in the field of protected
areas networks in the Alps and the Carpathians.

The Secretariat attended also the second andetitidn of thelnternational exchange
meeting on ecological networks between the Alps anthe Carpathians held
respectively from 20th to 22nd of June 2011 dgdfas mountains - Sibiu, Romania, and
on 10" of May 2012 in Vienna, Austria.

Several stakeholders from the Carpathians and tps Bave participated in the two
meetings, that were organized by ALPARC (Alpine W&k of Protected Areas). In
particular in the two meetings the possible codgpmmaand interaction between the
BIOREGIO Carpathians and the European Transnatidd@ihe Space ECONNECT
project, aimed at strengthening ecological conmiggtin the Alps, were discussed.

The Secretariat presented the BIOREGIO Carpatheanas AKK projects and actively
contributed to the meeting discussion.

The Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine ConveniiBSAC) and the Secretariat
participated jointly as expert in tliuropean Commission Working Group on Green

Infrastructure , aimed at providing inputs for the possible elation of a future EU

Strategy on Green Infrastructure. The Secretar@atiged inputs to the development of
the reports that will be the basis for the elaborabf the Strategy and participated in the
last of the three meetings of the Working GroupglhelBrussels on 06 September 2012
(the first two meetings were attended by the Alp@envention representative). In the
last meeting the Secretariat representative predaht main activities related to Green
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Infrastructure and ecological corridors developethiw the Carpathian Convention and
actively contributed to the meeting discussion.

The Secretariat participated as observer aKttie Alpine Conference organized under
the Swiss Presidency in Poschiavo, Switzerland7 @eptember 2012 and delivered a
speech on present and future cooperation betweenAthine and the Carpathian
Convention.

Furthermore the PSAC and the Secretariat cooperatéige development of common
articles and publications such as Aréicle “Sustainable mountains — the Alps and the
UN” to be published within the publication “Multi — kelvgovernance in the Alps” of the
Institute for Federalism of Innsbruck, Austria. the Article the strong link and
cooperation between the Alpine and the Carpath@mmvéntion is underlined.

Finally the Alpine and the Carpathian Conventiocr8&riats have strongly cooperated
in the Rio + 20 Conference negotiation process related to the ldewent of the
outcome document “The Future We Want”, for the paldted to mountain areas, and in
the organization of joint side events at the Cariee. Further information on the
activities of the Secretariat on Rio + 20 are ideld in the section below (DECISION
COP3/12, Para. 2).

DECISION COP3/12
On Cooperation with other conventions and inter national bodies

Para. 2 Welcomes and supports further specific co@pation with International
Conventions and international bodies, including theConvention on Biological
Diversity, the United Nations Convention to CombatDesertification, the Ramsar
Convention, the Aarhus Convention, the European Ladscape Convention, the
Council of Europe, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization United Nations Development
Programme, United Nations Industrial Development Oganization, ,the European
Space Agency, the International Commission for th@rotection of the Danube River,
the Central European Initiative and the Carpathian EcoRegionlnitiative, the REC,
UNEP.

Following a long-term process with the involvemehthe global mountain community,
mountains have been finally included in R®+20 Conference outcome “The Future
We Want “ (document Inf. 21). Containing a specific secitonmountains (Articles 210,
211, 212), it provides a mandate for future actod concrete activities in the field of
sustainable development in mountain areas at tbleagllevel, while emphasizing the
importance of regional cooperation in mountain eagi The support of the PSAC, the
Secretariat and the European Commission, werauimsintal for achieving this success.

In particular within this process the PSAC and 8eeretariat organized a side event at
Delegation of the European Union to the United dfaion 27 April 2012 in order to
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inform Member States on progress made regarding cth@ributions of regional
governance mechanisms for mountain regions to ibhe-20 process.

UNEP through the Secretariat further provided sardiste input to theMountain
Pavilion, that was organized under the leadership of theefonent of Peru at the
Rio+20 Conference from 11 to 22 June 2012, withditganization of several side events
(the programmes are contained in document Inf..2@)er the theme “investment”, of
which UNEP was the coordinatdduring these events the Carpathian Convention was
presented as a best-practice example in the fietégional cooperation. The HE Peter
Ziga, Minister of Environment of Slovakia, as cumréresidency of the CC participated
to the high-level event "Regional cooperation inumtains: From Rio to Rio and
beyond" co-organised with the PSAC and other ozgdiuns.

Other organizations involved in the side events la¢lthe Mountain Pavilion at the Rio +
20 Conference were: the Austrian Development AggAdyA), the Swiss Agency for

Development and Cooperation (SDC), Consorcio parBesarrollo Sustainble de al
Ecorregion Andina (CONDESAN), The United Nationfi€2 for Outer Space Affairs

(UNOOSA), the International Centre for Integradduntain Development (ICIMOD),

UNEP GRID Network, the Division of Early Warning carAssessment (DEWA), the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

Furthermorerelevant documents and publicationshave been developed for the Rio +
20 Conference, such as the “Policy Brief on Centabktern and South Eastern Europe”
(document Inf. 23) and the “Report on SustainableuMain Development in Central,

Eastern and South Eastern Europe, From Rio to Ri® and beyond” (document Inf. 24).

Finally the Secretariat participated in th&ird Global Meeting of the Mountain
Partnership, held within the Rio + 20 Conference on 15 Jung2@uring the meeting
the future of the Partnership was discussed bynémbers and the Secretariat stressed
the importance of the regional cooperation processech as the Alpine and the
Carpathian Convention and the important role of 8exretariat as Central Eastern
Europe (CEE) Hub of the Partnership. A new MountBartnership (MP) Strategy,
including an option of financing through membersiaips, is under discussion.

At the moment the Mountain Partnership is undergawoization and future participation
and role of the Secretariat in the Partnershiptbdse further discussed with Carpathian
Convention National Focal Points.

Possible actions taken by CCIC:
To request the Secretariat, in cooperation withRhesidency, to address a letter to the
MP Central Hub at FAO in Rome, expressing conceggarding the idea of membership

fees, emphasizing the need for a transparent pafateveloping the new MP Strategy,
and requesting the strengthen of the CEE Hub ofRe
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DECISION COP3/13
Programme of work and budget of the Carpathian Convention

See “Updated list of Carpathian Convention meetifdscument Inf. 25).
Possible actions taken by CCIC:

Support to the proposed dates and locations afelxe Carpathian Convention meetings

DECISION COP3/14
Administration and financial management of the Framework Convention
on the Protection and Sustainable Devel opment of the Carpathians
(Carpathian Convention)and its Protocols

See the ToRs of the Trust Fund of the Carpathianv@ation (document Inf. 26).

See the Memo on the Trust Fund of the Carpathiaav€dion (document Inf. 27)

DECISION COP3/15
Climate change

Para 1. Having considered the request by the Europ@ Commission — DG
Environment to consult with the Parties and Observes of the Carpathian
Convention a possible proposal for the establishmémof a Working Group on
Adaptation to Climate Change under the Carpathian @nvention supported by the
project CARPIVIA (Carpathian integrated assessmentof vulnerability to climate
change and ecosystem-based adaptation measures, weavpivia.eu) that is funded
by the European Commission under the above mentiodepreparatory action.

Para 3. Decides to establish a Working Group on Agsation to Climate Change
and adopts its Terms of Reference (UNEP/CC/COP3/DQX2).

The First Meeting of the Carpathian Convention Working Group on Adaptation to
Climate Change (CC WG Climate Change)was organized by the Secretariat together
with the CARPIVIA project lead partner, Alterra Wadng University, on 6 and 7 of
February 2012 in Brussels, Belgium within the CARRA project. The representatives
of the Contracting Parties, as well as officialdshed European Commission, the European
Parliament, representatives of ICPDR and the pi®j€tARPIVIA and CarpathCC
participated in the meeting.

At the meeting the main tasks of the WG were agreed
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- The elaboration of a Climate Change Adaptation t&gia Agenda to be
adopted at the Fourth Meeting of the Conferencethef Parties to the
Carpathian Convention (COP 4) in 2014. The docurshotld include a list
of recommendations on adaptation to climate chang¢éhe Carpathians,
divided in different sectors (according to the eliéint Carpathian Convention
WGs) and addressed to different levels (EU, nati@@ernments, Regions
etc...) that should be considered in different pokey financial instruments,
in particular in the new EU Funding Programmes 202@20.

- Web based information system on adaptation to ¢imehange in the
Carpathians (Carpathian climate change informagigstem) to be developed
within CARPIVIA project and further discussed bye WG members.

- Possible elaboration of a communication strateghiwithe CARPIVIA and
CarpathCC projects that will include several actibtm be undertaken in order
to facilitate the dissemination of relevant infotioa on adaptation to climate
change to stakeholders.

The Second Meeting of the Carpathian Convention WorkingGroup on Adaptation

to Climate Changewas organized by the Secretariat together withGARPATCLIM
project coordinator on 24th of October 2012 in Egdungary. The meeting was
organized with the financial support of the CARPATK project back to back with the
Workshop on sharing of experiences on adaptatiasiintate change in mountain areas
(see below).

Throughout the meeting the draft Strategic Agenththae related Matrix (document Inf.
28) developed by a consultant hired within the CARR project, was presented by the
CARPIVIA lead partner. The document was discussedl modified according to the
comments and remarks made by the Working Group reesvéind the other meeting
participants.

In general the document was accepted and it waseddhat further specific inputs and
remarks will be sent by the meeting participantsh Secretariat, which will integrate

the inputs received and will circulate the updateEstument to the Working Group

members and the meeting participants for possibkhdr general remarks. The updated
version of the Strategic Agenda will be submittedhte next WG meeting, planned for
autumn of next year, for final approval.

Furthermore the CARPIVIA lead partner presentedpihet version of the Carpathian
climate change information system. The Secretateed that will present a proposal for
the management of the Carpathian climate changenaftion system after the end of the
CARPIVIA project, at least for a temporary period.

Concerning the communication activities it was j@sgd by the CARPIVIA lead partner
to produce a booklet on climate change in the Ghigas collecting the results of
CARPATCLIM, CARPIVIA and CarpathCC projects. Theoposal was accepted by the
meeting participants and it was agreed that ZOlifenment Network will submit a
content and financial proposal to the three prsjéead partners for the elaboration of the
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booklet. The meeting participants agreed also enirtiportance to elaborate a standard
joint presentation of the tree project to be présgimn the events/initiatives relevant for
adaptation of climate change in mountain areas.

As indicated above thé/orkshop on sharing of experiences on adaptation tolimate
change in mountain areaswas held back to back with the Second CC WG Ckmat
Change Meeting on 23 October 2012 at the same mgegénue. Representatives of
organizations and institutions from the Alps, Céngns, Pyrenees, Balkans, Caucasus
and Central Asia were present at the meeting aed Sécretariat pointed out the
uniqueness of such a group of people represenmimgesy different mountain areas.

Representatives of each above mentioned mountgion®g presented projects and
initiatives in the field of climate change and dhta change adaptation and participated in
the Round Table “Sharing of experiences on adaptdt climate change strategies and
initiatives in mountain areas”. During the RounlEawere discussed the following: the
interlinkages and consistency between the stragegiel projects presented (and also
between other similar strategies and projects opesel by other
organisations/institutions) and identification akas of mutual support and conflict;
priority actions to be included in ongoing and fet@daptation strategies and projects in
mountain areas; identification of possible synesda the development of future follow
— up projects; benefits of enhanced regional atetregional cooperation.

Concerning the next steps:

- the Secretariat offered to build an informal netwam climate change
adaptation in mountain areas through UNEP ROE webgin by the
Carpathian Convention, e.g. provide information mauntain initiatives in
Doha 26.11.2012-7.12.2012;

- the CARPIVIA lead partner offered to include prageresults and case studies
of other mountain regions in the Carpathian climakl@nge information
system developed within CARPIVIA project and therdpean Climate
Adaptation Platform managed by the European Enwient Agency (EEA) .
Furthermore it offered to prepare a paper on pgeEsselated to climate
change adaptation in mountain areas (to be fudiseussed);

- the representative from Georgia offered to fad#it&xperiences sharing
through the new website (still under developmeaf) the National
Association of Local Authorities of Georgia;

- the representative of REC offered to host/helprgaoize training for climate
change negotiators managed in the framework o/t HECC process;

- the representative of Serbia proposed to use alsoeiwork tool in order to
have a dynamic way of coordinating the flow of mmf@tion within the group
of participants in the Eger Workshop (“Eger Grougihid make them available
also for the interested public with a limited resms investment (e.g. a
common Facebook page).
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Para 2. Emphasizing the importance of climate chareg and its impact for the
implementation of the Carpathian Convention

The Secretariat is partner in the European Tramsrat Cooperation Alpine Space
“ALPSTAR — Towards carbon neutral Alps” project (www.alpstar-project.eu ).

The project is addressing the need for well-direbed cross-cutting action to effectively
manage climate change and reduction of climate-dargaemissions in the Alpine
region, which was expressed in the Action Plan bm&e Change in the Alps approved
within the frame of the Alpine Convention duringethlOth Alpine Conference.
Furthermore, ALPSTAR encourages the capitalizatibffiision and implementation of
proven good practice measures in reduction of ¢Bnahange on regional and local level.

The Secretariat provides input for agreement ammson methodology and common
criteria and standards on what is considered asod practice in strategies, action plans
and measures toward carbon neutrality. In addittbe, Secretariat transfers project
results and outcomes to stakeholders in differdpin& and other towns and stakeholders
from Carpathian Convention and Dinaric Arc Initati through its well established
channels and guarantees an adequate media covefaf®e project through the
organization and support of the Mid-Term and Fi@ahference. Finally, the Secretariat
is committed to supporting the establishment of Huicy Board which will gather
together experts in the field of climate changepaation to elaborate recommendations
on climate change strategies.

The project will end in end of March 2014

The Secretariat is also partner in the Europeanshational Alpine SpackC3ALPS-
Capitalising climate change knowledge” projecthttp://www.c3alps.eu ).

The project is a transnational capitalisation mbj8uilding on the results of previous
projects and initiatives on adaptation to climal@arge in the Alps, C3-Alps seeks to
synthesize, transfer, and implement in policy aratfice the best available adaptation
knowledge. By applying a knowledge transfer conadipten by the information and
communication needs of target groups, the projetimizes the usability of available
knowledge resources in an attempt to bridge thebgapeen the generation of adaptation
knowledge and its application in real-world deansioaking.

In the frame of the project, the Secretariat is @wamicating the project results and
sharing outcomes with ministries, international @ovnental organizations, international
non-governmental organizations, EU institutions, WUAglencies, etc. and expert
communities on the international level. Furthermottee Secretariat is engaged in
involving and financing experts form the Intergoweental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) providing a scientific perspective on thejpct results.

The project will end in end of December 2014.
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DECISION COP3/16
Location of Permanent Secretariat

See final report of the First Meeting of the Bur@Ad«COP 3, organized by the Secretariat
together with the Ministry of the Environment ob8hk Republic in Bratislava, Slovakia,
on 28 -29 November 2012 (document Inf. 29).

See updated version of the Permanent Secretaitatiarwith comments of Czech
Republic (document Inf. 30) and final version cé tiocument (document Doc. 3).

See presentation on Permanent Secretariat offefc@sts related to the Secretariat in
Vienna, Geneva and the received offers locationsuhent Inf. 31).

Possible actions taken by CCIC:
Discussion and consideration of criteria and ogprgation on Secretariat costs.

Encouraging candidate countries to provide updattets including financial aspects.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

AEBA .o Austrian Environment Agency
o European Association of Elected Represemtati
from Mountain Regions

AKK e Alpine Carpathian Corridor

ALPARC......coiiiii i Alpine Network of Protected Arsa

ASFINAG ..., Autobahnen-und Schnellstral3en-Finanzierungs
Aktiengesellschaft

BD oo Carpathian Convention Biodiversity Protocol

BIOREGIO Carpathians ..................... Integchinanagement of biological and landscape

diversity for sustainable regional development and
ecological connectivity in the Carpathian

CADSES .....ooiiiieeiiiiiieee e Central, Adriatic, Danubian and South-Eastern
European Space

CARPATCLIM ...t Clate of the Carpathian Region

CarpathCC.........oiiii Climate Change in the Carpathian Region

CARPIVIA..................ceeeeeeee...Carpathian Integrated Assessment of Vulnerability

to Climate Change and Ecosystem — Based
Adaptation Measures

CC e Carpathian Convention

CCIC. . Carpathian Conventions Implemediga
Committee

CC WG Climate Change........cc.cc.c...... CarmatrConvention Working Group on
Adaptation to Climate Change

CEE....oi Central East Europe

CNPA e Carpathian Network of Protected Areas

CONDESAN ..ottt Condo para el Desarrollo Sustainble de al
Ecorregion Andina

COP3 .. e Third Meeting of the Conference of the Parte
the Carpathian Convention

COPA ... e Fourth Meeting of the Conference of the Rartd
the Carpathian Convention

COR e s Committee of the Regions

DAHPNE ..., Institute for Applied Ecology

DEWA. ... The Division of Early Warning and Assessment

EEA . European Environment Agency

EIONET ..o European Environment Information
And Observation Network

eNerSKl ... Energy Efficiency, Networking and Capacity-
Building for Skiing-Resorts

ERDF oo European Regional Development Fund

ESD oot Education for Sustainable Development
Programme

BU s European Union
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EURAC ... European Academy Bolzano

EUSDR ... European Union Strategy for Danube Region

EUSDR PA 6 SG .....cvvvviviiiviiiiiniiiiinnnns Etdaggy for the Danube Region — Pillar 2 —
Priority Area 6 Steering Group

FAO . . Food and Agriculture Organization

Forest Protocol SAP.........................] ragtgic Action Plan for the Implementation of the
Forest Protocol

GEF. .o Global Environment Facility

ICIMOD ... The International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development

ICPDR ..ottt International Commission for the Protection
of the Danube River

ISCC.ni Interim Secretariat of the Carpiain Convention

INRUTOU ... Innovations in Rural Tourism

MEAS ..ot Multilateral Environmental Agreements

MOU ..o Memorandum of Understanding

MSP..o e Medium Size Project

NFPS..o e National Focal Points

NFC . National Forest Center

PSAC... Permanent Secretariat of thpiAé Convention

PA Priority Area

REC ... Regional Environmental Center

RCE...co Regional Centre of Expertise

SAP Strategic Action Plan

S Steering Committee

SDC .. s The Swiss Agency for Development and
Sustainable Cooperation

SEE .. e South East Europe

SG i Steering Group

SNCSR ..ot State Natural Conservancy of the Slovak Republi

SAC e Science for the Carpathians Initiative

TORS e Terms of Reference

L United Nations Environment Programme

ROE......c e Regional Office for Europe

UNOOSA.......cccceiiirniininnnenennennnnnn 1€ United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

UNWTO.....ooiiiiiiiiieeee United Nations World Tourism Organization

VITUKI...oviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e Environmental and Water Management Research
Institute

WG .o Working Group

WP, Working Package

WWFEDCP ..o, WWF Danube Carpathian Programme
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