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DECISION COP3/1
Conservation and sustainable use of biological Exmdiscape diversity
Article 4 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 4. Welcomes the approval of and pledges its mouort to the “BIOREGIO
Carpathians” project, that aims at implementing themain provisions of the Protocol
on Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biologicahd Landscape Diversity.

The implementation of the European Transnationabp@cation South East Europe
BIOREGIO Carpathians project (vww.bioregio-carpathians.gu aimed at
implementing the main provisions of the Carpati@amvention Biodiversity Protocol, is
at its final stage. The project implementation isrently, after a prolongation of 6
months, in line with the approved timeframe. A exdpve Subsidy contract addendum
was signed in May 2013. The main project resultd be submitted in the coming
months before the new closing date 31 June 2014v Bleanges occurred in the
partnership of the project: the Agency for Natumn€ervation and Landscape Protection
of Czech Republic went from being a 20% ERDF PR t20% Associated Strategic
Partner supported by the Secretariat. After fadiifiiculties regarding the pre-financing
and the risk of decommittment due to the low lesekbxpenditures of the project, the
Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Nature seowation (20% PP2 INC PAS)
withdrew from the project was replaced by UNEP/GRUArsaw, an environmental

! The Secretariat includes UNEP Vienna — ISCC an&&O representing office Vienna (EURAC expert
team — ISCC) members



information centre based in Warsaw. The LP togethién the Secretariat proposed a
new organisation in order to preserve and achiegetoject’s objective. The partnership
change was officialy approved in May 2013. The 8crat co-supports UNEP/GRID —
Warsaw in project implementation.

Furthermore the JTS informed the lead partner ahdcommittment of funds will take
place at the beginning of 2014. At this moments ihot clear how this decommittment
will take place.

The Secretariat also played an important role énpifoject work packages (WP) since the
beginning of the project. It is responsible for WPCommunication activities) and WP 7
(Intergovernmental Platform and stakeholder's iwewolent), assists the project lead
Partner, Piatra Craiului National Park, in the ng@ment of the project and actively
contributes to the other WPs. The technical prajeahagement is now being supported
by Blue! advancing European projects GbR, a Gernpnaject consulting company.

As WP 2 Leader, the Secretariat has delivered akwmrtputs, such as the project
communication plan and the project website, andgired the project at the SEE Annual
Conference in Bologna at the end of June 2012, evBEOREGIO was one of the eight

projects selected for presentation at the Confexeha April 2013, the Secretariat

organized the Mid Term Conference together with@¥eConference of the Carpathian
Network of Protected Areas (CNPA). Both events,hwihore than 130 participants,

ensured a proper project promotion and constitatesignificant step in improving the

Carpathian protected areas management throughsdisas in several workshops and
side-events. The next steps within WP2 will be tganize the last project partner and
steering committee meeting in Vienna, Austria aa2b-26 February.2014. Another step
will be to organize the Final Conference which vake place in Romania or in Vienna
in the first week on June 2014. Furthermore, ther&ariat will be responsible for the

preparation, layouting and printing of the finabpaation of the project.

As WP 7 Leader it co - organized all four stakeboltheetings in Hungary, Romania,
Slovakia and Serbia, had regular contacts withestaklers and Carpathian governmental
representatives, and organized the last Carpat@iamvention meetings (Carpathian
Convention Biodiversity and Sustainable Forest M@naent Working Groups,
organized respectively in Vienna, Austria in Mar2bl3 and in Rzeszow, Poland in
September 2013).

The methodology of the Carpathian Red List of Sgeeind Habitats and List of Invasive
Alien Species developed within BIOREGIO Carpathi#/R 3, was presented and agreed
upon by all members during ti@arpathian Convention Biodiversity Working Group
(WG Biodiversity) - organized by the Secretariat and the local par8tate Nature
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Conservancy of Slovak Republic (SNCSR) in March20iBanska Bystrica, Slovakia.

Furthermore, an update on all BIOREGIO activitiesneell as the status of the Red List
of Species was presented during the last WG Bioslitye held on the 6 - 7 March 2013
in Vienna, Austria. The data collection for the Rast is facing important delays due to
the lack of data collection from some experts aathys in the contracting of experts.
The data on species and forest habitats are clyieging filled in the online database
and analyzed by the responsible experts. The W&®eteis organizing the last WP3
meeting on the 29 — 30 January.2014 in Banska BgstSlovakia. A draft of the Red

Lists will be submitted in the beginning of Febrpadn14.

As requested by the WG Biodiversity the Secretaaméended the Strategic Action Plan
for the Implementation of the Protocol on Conseoratand Sustainable Use of

Biological and Landscape Diversity to reassure gbaperal coherence of the document
(see Doc. 1).

The Carpathian Countries Protected Areas Cleariogsel Mechanism (CCPA CHM, a
GIS web based tool developed by WWF within the &it&d Areas for a Living Planet
project), has been further developed resultinghin €arpathian Integrated Biodiversity
Information System (CIBIS). The original CHM funmtis have been preserved within
the CIBIS, to continue providing the informationda@xperience exchange platform and
the networking possibilities for protected area fgssionals, experts working on
biodiversity projects and research in the Carpattpeotected areas, for the business
sector and for the general public. The core ofGH&IS is an interactive map with spatial
related information about biodiversity and protdctgeas in the Carpathian Countries,
including threats, tourism information, legal franmgks and other. The CIBIS is offering
various tools to protected areas managers and m@bsmists, like the biodiversity
mapping and monitoring tool linked to the GIS maphe background.

Various institutions and NGOs contributed to itv@lepment and made their valuable
data sets available for its use on the platform.

The signature process of the Memorandum of Undedstg between the interested
organizations for the establishment of a Carpatimégrated Biodiversity Information

System (CIBIS MoU - see Doc. 2). interlinking @iig information systems and those
developed under the BIOREGIO Carpathians projestilisundergoing. The Secretariat
is waiting for the signatures of some partners.

Together with the Midterm Conference of the BIORBGCarpathians project in
Tatranska Javorina, Slovakia from 23 to 26 April20the Secretariat co-organized the
Second Carpathian Network of Protected Areas (CNREAnference. During this
Conference, various aspects of the work on pradecesas, the challenges and



development opportunities were discussed betweearegied areas administrators,
ministries representatives, researchers, expamstommental organizations etc. Future
steps in improving the Carpathian protected areasevagreed upon during various
workshops and side-events. Furthermore, at theeCemée the Declaration of the Second
Conference of the Carpathian Network of Protectezh8 was elaborated (see Doc. 3)

UNEP Vienna ISCC signed a small scale agreemesstablish Terms of References for
the CNPA Management Unit of Civic Society OZ Pramdtom the Slovak Republic and
the Association of Natural Protected Areas Admraigdns from Romania. Please see the
Interim Reports on their current activities prowdde the Secretariat — Info doc. 1 and 2.

The nextCNPA SC meetingis organized by the Secretariat, back to back #i¢hCCIC
meeting, on 20 February 2014. The main aim of theeting will be for the CNPA
Management Unit (ANPAA, Romania and PRONATUR, Slogato present the 2013
activities as well as the future activities. So, f@NPA activities have been financed
through the BIOREGIO Carpathians project. The CNWanagement Unit is responsible
to find new financing opportunities and establighlaform with ideas for future projects.
The last CNPA SC meeting took place back to badk thie WG Biodiversity in March
2013. The main outcome of this meeting was the rorgéion of the second CNPA
Conference in April 2013 and the establishment led CNPA Management Unit.
Furthermore the CNPA Medium Term Work Plan Aprill30— December 2017 was
finalized (see Doc. 4)

Within the frame of WP4 "Integrated management afpathian natural assets and
protected areas", together with the activities fONPA, the study on Regional
development opportunities as well as the strategiesommon integrated management
measures (CIMM) have been successfully elabordieel CIMM is being implemented 3
pilot areas of the Carpathian region.

The Secretariat hired an external expert for thelementation of the study on financial
mechanism of protected areas. This study will irdg many examples of successful
financial mechanism of protected areas in the Ghiga as well as in other regions, and
will serve as a comprehensive guide for stakehsldethe region.

The final version of the National Report on the lempentation of the Protocol on
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological dmohdscape Diversity to the
Framework Convention on the Protection and SudbenaDevelopment of the
Carpathians has been finalized during the last iBevdity WG meeting in March 2013
held in Vienna, Austria (See Doc. 5)



CCIC:

Recommends and submits the corrigendum to thee8icaAction Plan for
the implementation of the Protocol on Conservatod Sustainable Use of
Biological and Landscape Diversity for COP4 adamtio

Recommends and submits the final version of thend&b of National Report

on the Implementation of the Protocol on Conseovaedéind Sustainable Use of
Biological and Landscape Diversity to the Framew@&nvention on the

Protection and Sustainable Development of the Glaigas (paper version)

for COP4 approval;

Requests the Secretariat to assist SNCSR in tia@ &laboration of the
Carpathian Red List of Species and Habitats and disinvasive Alien
Species and to the other BIOREGIO Carpathians gartior the development
of the project outputs of their responsibility;

Requests NFPs to contact BIOREGIO Carpathians ¢rgartners in their
respective countries in order to ensure their camemnt in fulfilling their
project tasks;

Requests the Secretariat to organize BiodiveW§ityking Group meeting to
consolidate the outputs of the BIOREGIO Carpathogect;

Requests the Biodiversity WG and CNPA to considessible follow up
projects/activities after the closure of BIOREGI@r@athians project;

Requests the Secretariat to possibly develop pmojet support of the
integrated implementation of the Carpathian Conweerand its Protocols, for
example on landscapes and ecological connectivitigg Carpathian region;

Welcomes the proposal for a publication on endatyptants species specific
for the Carpathians and requests the secretariaidperate with the SNCSR
in its preparation;

Reviews of draft COP4 Decisions.



Para 10. Welcomes the work and activities of the @pathian Wetland Initiative in
support of the implementation of the Biodiversity Potocol, welcomes the ongoing
cooperation with the Ramsar Convention and urges Raes to take appropriate
action on the effective protection and sustainablese of Carpathian wetlands.

The Secretariat had regular contacts and exchahgefaymation with State Nature
Conservancy of Slovak Republic (SNCSR), leadingGagathian Wetland Initiative.

The CWI was in 2013 formally endorsed again by Remsar Convention Standing
Committee as the Regional Initiative meeting thee@ponal Guidelines in the

framework of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands raegived CHF 13,000 from the
Ramsar core budget for support of its activitiepagposed in the work plan (Decisions
SC 46-13 and 46-23, http://www.ramsar.org/pdf/stsdd6-decisions-e.pdf). More
detailed Annual Summary Report for 2013 and Plan 2014 was distributed for

comments to all national focal points in the begignof January 2014 and after no
comments received it was sent to the Ramsar CoioveBecretariat for submission to
the next Ramsar Standing Committee meeting.

In 2013 the effort was concentrated to supporiestablishment of a Carpathian Wetland
Centre in the facilities of the coordinating ingtibn — the State Nature Conservancy of
the Slovak Republic (SNC SR) in Banska BystricaryWgood feedback was obtained
from countries for CWI training activities for edaton specialists and teachers
supported by the Ramsar Convention the Swiss FHalaki2chanism and other sources.
The cooperation between CWI and CNPA has beendusiiengthened at th&ZNPA
Conference and included in the CNPA Medium Term K\Rlan 2013-2017.

After official establishment of the Carpathian Vet Centre (expected in the first
quarter of 2014) renewed letters of support wilebenged from all Carpathian countries
to confirm further interest in cooperation in tfild. Written arrangements between the
CWI Board, SNC SR, Ramsar Secretariat and Intergare@ariat of the Carpathian
Convention are required to be further recognizedhasRamsar Convention regional
initiative.

Lack of capacity for implementation of the Ramsam@ention and CWI tasks is the
main shortcoming in the Carpathian region; thergeiserally low feedback from Parties
and overloading of participating institutions ipoeted. Good cooperation is mainly with
the Czech Ministry of Environment and good feedb&dkn Hungary; Ukraine was
involved in fund raising activities. To improve tkéuation it is proposed to orient the
future activities of the CWI in training and caggcibuilding for improved
implementation of the both Ramsar and Carpathianv@ation in relevant fields of
common interest.



The CWI has been involved in BIoREGIO Carpathiargget and some other relevant
projects (Capacity Building Plans for Efficient Rrcted Area Management in Eastern
Europe — PROPARK Fundation (RO) and BfN (DE)). T} requested further support
from the Ramsar Convention core budget for thevidiets in 2014, but this is the last
possibility and eligibility in this starting periaghd funding from other sources (including
national funds and the Carpathian Convention bydgetuld be more than welcome.
Efforts were made for fund raising especially inings Norway grants, including
increased cooperation with other regional initiesiv like Nordic-Baltic Wetland
Initiative.

CCIC:

- Recognizes the work of the Carpathian Wetland dtite and requests the
Secretariat, in cooperation with national Ramsanw@ation focal points, to
arrange renewed letters of support for further wotkkhe Carpathian Wetland
Initiative as the Regional Initiative of the Rams&onvention and for
implementation of the Memorandum of Cooperatiomieeh the Convention on
Wetlands and UNEP Vienna - Interim SecretariahefCarpathian Convention of
2006;

- Supports further activities of the Carpathian Wmadldnitiative and requests the
Secretariat to organize a CWI meeting within the Reogramme of Work 2015 -

2017,

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.

DECISION COP3/2
Spatial development
Article 5 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 4. Supports the implementation and calls forhe further development of the
Strategic Action Plan for the Carpathian Area, prouding tangible benefits to the
Carpathian regions, as an important contribution tothe European Strategy for the
Danube Region, and recommends the use of the Strgte Action Plan to be
considered in discussions within existing and futue European Union macroregional
strategies and programmes.

Para 6. Invites the European Parliament, the Europan Commission, the Committee
of the Regions, the Congress of Local and RegionAluthorities of the Council of
Europe, and the Euroregions located in the Carpatlans, to support the process.



Para 7. Appreciates the support of the Associationf Elected Representatives from
Mountain Regions and of the Association of EuropearBorder Regions in the
process and invites their further cooperation.

On 28 May 2013 theWNorkshop “Towards a EU Strategy for the Carpathian
Region”, hosted by th€ommittee of the Region Brussels, Belgium, was organized by
the Secretariat in cooperation with the AEM (Asation of Elected Representatives
from Mountain Regions) and AEBR (Association of @uean Border Regions), that are
important partners in the Carpathian Conventiorcgss, and with the assistance of the
European Academy Bolzano (EURAC), which suppontsdttivities of the Secretariat.

Representatives from the European Commission, tleopdean Parliament, the
Committee of the Regions, Carpathian countriesionsgy local authorities, NGOs and
public associations acting in the Region parti@gain the Conference. The Workshop
aimed at promoting the development of a EU Strategythe Carpathian Region
(Carpathian Strategy) integrating the EUSDR witbsth actions and projects that are a
priority for the Carpathian Region but are not u®d in the EUSDR and linking the
EUSDR with the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Rag{&@USBSR). Possible priority
areas and actions/projects to be inserted in tmpafldaan Strategy (including sustainable
forest management, sustainable agriculture and degelopment, cultural heritage,
etc...) were discussed among the Workshop particgpddh this basis the Secretariat
amended the Draft working document on proposed riprioareas and related
actions/projects for a possible EU strategy for@aepathian region (see Info doc. 3) . It
was emphasized that EUSDR and the Carpathian §yrgieocesses are both very
important for the Carpathian Area, also in ordemptomote strategic projects for the
Carpathian Region in the next EU Financial Prograsnfurthermore it was considered
important that all the Carpathian countries, regiamd other stakeholders, will try to
promote at EU level the priorities for the CarpathRegion for the next EU financial
period 2014 — 2020 through available instrumenishsas the Strategic Action Plan for
the Carpathian Area. It was stressed that the @agmaStrategy process and the efforts
aimed at influencing the current negotiations fog hext EU financial period are both
very important and need an urgent action fromtaldtakeholders acting in the Region.

The Secretariat actively participated the in thefeence entitledThe macro-regional
strategy for the Carpathian Region", which was organized by Mr. Tomasz Poreba,
Polish Member of th&uropean Parliament on 3 December 2013, in the European
Parliament in Brussels. The aim of the conferenes ¥o spread and consolidate the
image of the Carpathian Region at the European rJl@eel and to further initiate the
discussions on a possible Carpathian macroregsgiretkegy. The invited guests included
ministers of regional development from the sevemp@ian Convention countries as
well as Austria, representatives of the Carpathizgions, experts from the European
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Commission, ambassadors and members of the NatRaréibments and the European
Parliament. Interesting and concrete outcome ofribeting was the idea to establish an
informal Carpathian Group in the European Parlianpeomoted by Mr. Poreba, which
might be useful in terms of joint support for Cdlpan issues at the EU level. See the
conclusions after the conference (Info doc. 4)

During the Workshop the Secretariat delivered aqmeation on the real perspective and
possibilities for establishing the macroregionatatetgy for the Carpathians. That
presentation explain, among others, that the EUSHdRs not cover the whole
Carpathians geographically, what is the perspedaivthe European Commission, and
also has different priorities. Therefore, the ielatof a Carpathian Strategy with the
Danube Strategy needs further consideration inrdodbuild complementarity instead of
competition. The presentation is available on tharp&thian Convention website:
http://www.carpathianconvention.org/eventdetailoth®vents/the-macro-regional-
strategy-for-the-carpathian-region-conference.html

Para 5. Emphasizes the importance of full involverrg of and support to this
process by all relevant stakeholders, in particularthe competent national
authorities, regional and local authorities as welas civil society and private sector.

The Secretariat attended theernational Conference “Europe of the Carpathians

on 23 February 2013 in Krasiczyn near Przédmyoland. The Conference was
organized, at the initiative of the Vice-Marshdiltoe Sejm, — Mr. Marek Kuchcinski, by
the Sejm’s office together with the Associatiorttod Carpathian Region.

High Level Governmental representatives and MembgRarliament of the Carpathian
states as well as representative of the EuropeatarRant, central and local
governments, universities, entrepreneurs and neergmental organisations of the
Carpathian region participated in the conference.

The Conference programme was focused in particutgoerspectives of strengthening
parliamentary cooperation between the Carpathiah @Gentral European states, main
tasks for the parliamentarians engaged in the iaesvfor the development of the
Carpathians, among others, Carpathian Strategyl(§®eoc. 5).

The Conference participants was informed that tleere&ariat is organizing the
Workshop on the Carpathian Strategy on 28 May 201Brussels at the Committee of
the Region (see para above). The meeting partitspgppreciated that information and
expressed high interest in the participation aMitwekshop.
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The Secretariat attended also the next editiorthef Conference “Europe of the
Carpathians” held in Krynica - Zdroj, Poland, on 4 September 20&ithin the 2%
Economic Forum in Poland. Similarly to the previoeditions the Conference was
organized at initiative of the Vice-Marshall of tBejm, Mr. Kuchcinski.

The Conference was mainly focus on the motto “Haw €arpathian countries make a
contribution to Europe?”. One of the main objecti¢he Conference was to consolidate
political and parliamentary cooperation of the G#inpan states. The discussions put a
stress on such matters as: strengthening alliabessed on the common Carpathian
identity, responsible management of natural antlallresources of the Carpathians and
harmonising actions in areas of strategic impoeenc further development.

The invitation to the Conference was directed ®Deputy Speakers and MPs of all the
Carpathian states, as well as representativesdtinopean Parliament and the European
Commission and delegates from governments of thipafldan states, local government

bodies, universities and NGOs.

The Secretariat made an opening presentation irsé¢ission on Cultural and natural
heritage of the Carpathians presenting 10 yeassi@fesses and significant achievements
of the Carpathian Convention due to the" 1@nniversary of the adoption of the
Convention celebrating in 2013.

One of the main outcomes of the Conference wa€#uipathian Memorandum (see Info
doc. 6) prepared and circulated by Poland,

During the second edition of ti#dpine — Carpathian Cooperation Forum — organized
by the Association of the Carpathian EuroregiorPoland, held in Rzeszow, Poland
from 7 — 8 September 2013, the Secretariat cong&ibuo the panel discussion
concerning local and over-regional initiative ofri®rial cooperation for the Alps and
the Carpathians.

That edition of the Forum was organized under anban,the Alps — the Carpathians.

Mountain energy” and its main goal was to presem¢mtial and values of the Carpathian
Euroregion. Panel discussions with a participatibaexperts from the whole Europe were
a very important component of the Alpine-Carpathi@ooperation Forum. They

concerned the issues of regional development, Earopolicy, cross-border cooperation
and tourism (see Info doc. 7)
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The event was held within the framework of the “idlg-Carpathian Cooperation Bridge”
project supported by a grant from Switzerland tlgftowhe Swiss Contribution to the
enlarged European Union.

The Carpathian Convention assumed the honorargmede of the second edition of the
"Alpine-Carpathian Cooperation Forum”.

CCIC:

- Supports the process towards the further developneéna macroregional
approach for the Carpathians, while building on esgies with other EU
macroregional strategies and requests the Seatet@a@ssist the process;

- Requests the Parties and the Secretariat to prontiog¢e Strategic Action Plan
(SAP) for the Carpathian Area and priority actiémisthe Carpathians in relevant
meetings at EU level;

- Requests the Secretariat to organize a joint ngeetith the Alpine Convention
on exploiting synergies of overlapping macroregi@tiategies;

- Reviewsthe Draft working document on proposed priority asreand related
actions/projects for a possible EU strategy forGaepathian region;

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.

DECISION COP3/3
Sustainable and integrated water/river basin mamaget
Article 6 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 1. Welcomes the concluded mutual observershipetween the Danube River
Protection Convention and the Carpathian Convention

The Secretariat had regular contacts and exchahgefaymation with International
Commission for the Protection of the Danube RVEPDR) on the respective activities
(e.g. activities related to the implementationte EU Strategy for the Danube Region).
The Secretariat is aiming to increase the cooperasind exchange of information
regarding activities related to guiding principte ustainable hydropower.

Para 3. And welcomes the Joint Declaration betweethe Danube River Protection
Convention and the Carpathian Convention supporting the sustainable
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development of the Carpathians and Tisza River Basiadopted in Uzhgorod on 11
April 2011, and encourages enhanced joint programmig with International
Commission for the Protection of the Danube River.

During the meeting in October 2012 the “Joint Reation of the ICPDR Tisza Group

and the Framework Convention on the Protectiontaad®ustainable Development of the
Carpathians represented by the UNEP Vienna — int&ecretariat of the Carpathian
Convention on the sustainable development of tkealRiver Basin” (Tisza River Basin

Joint Declaration) was presented and discussed @i Tisza River Group, ICPDR

and the Secretariat members (see Doc. 6)

This document of the Joint Declaration is plannedhé signed in 2014. Furthermore, in
2013 an expert position has been established &cdhntinuation of the Tisza activities,
based in Hungary (National Institute for Environren

CCIC:

- Supports the Secretariat to adopt new activitieghm field of sustainable water
management;

- Requests the Secretariat to seek signature ofadihé Declaration on the sustainable
development of the Tisza River Basin together WitRDR;

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.

DECISION COP3/4
Sustainable agriculture, rural development and $birng
Article 7 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 2. Adopts the Protocol on Sustainable Forest &hagement to the Framework
Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Devgbdment of the Carpathians;

TheProtocol on Sustainable Forest Managemertb the Framework Convention on the
Protection and Sustainable Development of the Glaigoes, adopted and signed at the
Third Meeting of the Conference of the Partieshte Carpathian Convention (COP3,
Bratislava, May 2011), entered into force for thee€h Republic, the Slovak Republic,
Romania and Ukraine on 21 October 2013, and forgdunon 6 November 2013. After
the deposit of ratification instruments by the QrdRepublic, the Slovak Republic,
Ukraine and Romania, and in accordance with thevigian of the Article 21 of the
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Convention, the necessary number of instrumentatdication needed for the entry into
force was established.

The Secretariat received the letter from his eroely Mr. Vasyl Pokotylo - Deputy

Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the Intemmalt Organization in Vienna,

informing about the entry into force of the Protobes well as the updated table of
signature and ratification status (seignature and Ratification Statts the Carpathian

Convention and its Protocols)

The successful entry into force of the ProtocolSustainable Forest Management to the
Carpathian Convention was mentioned, among othessfarelated achievements and
developments all over the world, in the third exditiof the Regional Voices, Newsletter
of the United Nations Forum on Forest SecretafiGe newsletter is available under
following link: http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/files/201BREgional-Voices-

Issue-3.pdf

Para 5. Welcomes the initiative of the establishnm¢ of the Carpathian Inventory of
Virgin Forests;

Para 6. Requests the interim Secretariat to coordate the preparation of a Strategic
Action Plan for the implementation of the Protocol on Sustainable Forest
Management, taking into account the work done undethe auspices of the Working
Group;

The Secretariat finalized the draft Partnershipe®gnent (PA) anthe related Work Plan
2013 — 2015 between the Carpathian Conventiontaé&tropean Environment Agency
(EEA).

Follow-up of the Partnership Agreement, also adogrdo the Joint Work Plan 2013-
2015, will be a Joint Carpathian Convention andolpaan Topic Centre on Spatial
Information and Analysis (ETC - SIA) elaboration afreport on data and indicators
relevant for sustainable forest management anthéoelaboration of an inventory on the
Carpathian forests. (Doc. 7). See DECISION COP@&/8urther information.

First concrete step for the cooperation betweerPtrées is the elaboration of the Terms
of Reference (see Info doc. 8).

The Secretariat participated in the “Carpathian W@otion Working Group on
Sustainable Forest Management (WG Forest) - WogksimoCarpathian virgin forests in
preparation of the Forest WG meeting of Septembé&B2n Poland” held in Baia Mare,
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Romania, from 20 to 21 June 2013. The Workshop evganized by WWF DCP and
was co-financed by IKEA.

The main objective of the Workshop was the elalbmmadf Criteria and indicators for

selection of virgin forests in transboudary regias, called for by Article 10 of the

Protocol on Sustainable Forest Management to thgaftaan Convention (Forest

Protocol) and as indicated in the WG ToRs. This K8bop was an intermediate step
between the Forest WG meeting held in Djerdap Mati®ark, Serbia, in April 2012,

and the next Forest WG that took place in RzesBndand, from 4 to 6 September 2013,
concerning the activities of the Forest WG reldtedirgin forests.

The WG Forest mentioned above was organized arithaoeed by the Polish Ministry
of the Environment. The main aim of the meeting wWaes further elaboration of the
Strategic Action Plan for the Implementation of tReotocol on Sustainable Forest
Management to the Carpathian Convention (SAP Foressee Doc 8, which was
developed mainly on the basis of the Forest Proted the Strategic Action Plan for the
Implementation of the Protocol on Conservation &udtainable Use of Biological and
Landscape Diversity (Biodiversity Protocol). Duritbe meeting the document was
finalized and the WG Forest agreed that after ¢véewv done by the Secretariat to ensure
the formal consistency to the other SAP’s develdpetie framework of the Convention
as well as a English proofreading, the outcomé&eM/ G Forest will be submitted by the
Secretariat to the next meeting of the Carpathianv€ntion Implementation Committee
for consideration and recommendation for COP4 adopRecently the Secretariat has
received comments to the SAP Forest from Ukrairg the Czech Republic (see Info
doc. 9 and Info doc. 10).

The second outcome of the meeting was the finabizaif the Criteria and indicators for
selection of virgin forests in transboudary reg{sae Doc. 9). As well as in the case of
the SAP, the Forest WG decided to submite the daetirto the CCIC for thefurther
consideration.

During the meeting the Secretariat presented algedsiture project “Bioenergy AC —
Sharing best available technologies and promotiagnBrship for sustainable biomass
use for Energy between the Alps and the Carpathiditee project was submitted in
December 2011 under the 4th Call of the South Easbpe Programme but the
Monitoring Committee (MC) approved the applicatiander conditions, due to the
limited availability of ERDF resources at the timkthe decisionNevertheless, it was
suggested to submit again the project under theEwepean Transnational Cooperation
Danube Programme 2014-2020 (first Calls expected2€i4). For further information
about the project, see DECISION COP3/5 para 3.

16



CCIC:

- Request the Working Group on Sustainable Forestaglement to finalize the
Strategic Action Plan for the Implementation of tReotocol on Sustainable
Forest Management to the Carpathian Conventiondfogct submission for
consideration and adoption by COP4;

- Requests the Secretariat to produce a backgroundnumnt for the possible
development of the protocol on sustainable aguceltto the Carpathian
Convention;

- Welcomes the Partnership Agreement and the relterk Plan 2013 — 2015
between the Carpathian Convention and the Eurofganronment Agency
(EEA), and requests the Secretariat to organiz&\tzeForest meeting to discuss
new activities deriving from the Partnership Agresm)

- Encourages the ratifications of the Forest Protbgaihe Parties, which have not
yet done so;

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.

DECISION COP3/5
Sustainable transport and infrastructure, Indusind energy
Article 8 of the Carpathian Convention, Article GOthe Carpathian
Convention

Para 1. Adopts the revised Terms of Reference of ¢h Working Group on
Sustainable Industry, Energy, Transport and Infrastucture, and calls for the
development of a Protocol on Sustainable Industry,Energy, Transport and
Infrastructure.

Following a meeting of th€arpathian Convention Working Group on Sustainable
Industry, Energy, Transport and Infrastructure Meeting as series of meetings of the
WG Transport were organized in Vienna: 26-27 Felyr@@13, 4 to 5 June 2013 and 1 to
2 October 2013. The meetings were organized byStxretariat in collaboration with
EURAC and its Vienna Office and were technicallyd dmancially supported by the
“Access2Mountain” Project. The meeting’s main pwgovas to foster the further
development of the draft text Protocol on Sustdadlansport and Infrastructure to the
Carpathian Convention. Representatives of the Alp@onvention and its Working
Group Transport provided continuously inputs to #laboration of the draft text
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Protocol. The WG members agreed to focus theesobfhe Protocol on "Transport and
transport- related Infrastructure” (whereas thewiftitle of the Protocol is related solely
to “Transport”) Consultations between the membéth® Working Group and follow-up
informal meetings led to an agreed new versiorhefdraft text Protocol. The draft text
Protocol has been also shared with the Governmiehikmine, in its capacity as the
Depositary to the Convention, for is final legadageditorial check (see Info doc. 11) In
addition, editorial changes have been made todkiedan behalf of the Secretariat. The
new agreed version has been lately circulated bBySacretariats with WG members
resulting in the incorporation of a last round admoments (mainly editorial) The
Secretariat presents this version to the CCIC aesfittal version with the view of its
possible consideration for adoption and signatyr€®P4 (see Doc. 10).

Several activities related to the implementation tbe European Transnational
Cooperation South East Europecess2Mountain project (www.access2mountain.pu
have been developed.

The project “Access2Mountain” aims at achieving ale, environmentally friendly
tourism, as well as to ensure accessibility andnheotion to, between and in sensitive
regions of the Alps and the Carpathians. It shdnddefit all (potential) users. With the
long-term perspective of increasing sustainableigbmobility, railway and multimodal
connections will be improved and attractive offersated via pre-investment measures,
pilot activities, and investments. It is centralth@ project, to transfer experiences made
and knowledge gained in the Alps to the South Eadieiropean region. In this regard,
transnational cooperation in the field of sustaleategional development plays an
important role. Touristic infrastructures are to dreated or improved in a sustainable
manner. This paves the way for achieving intermaficenvironment aims and yield
competitive advantage. The project will end in Ja@6&é4. One of the major components
of particular interest to the Carpathian Conveni®oklVorking Package 7 that deals with
policy and cooperation. EURAC together with the r8&iat is in charge of the
implementation of this package. All Carpathian NBRsobservers to the project.

Besides the work on the Transport Protocol, theré@agat continued to facilitate the
exchange of experience between Alps and Carpathinatise context of the Working
Group on Sustainable Transport of the Carpathianv@ation, e.g. either through the
presentation of Alpine Convention relevant exparganin the field and preparation of
joint meetings between representatives of the Wigrkbroups on Transport of both
Conventions.

The Secretariat has actively contributed to theaoizption of the 9 edition of the
Scientific Workshop on Mountain Mobility and Tramsp (SWOMM), by providing
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technical support and substantive inputs to theitaMinistry for the Environment and
Sea (IMELS) the Italian Presidency of the Alpinen@ention.

The Secretariat has also contributed to the eléboraf the Access2Mountain Common
Charter on recommendations to European policy nsaker the basis of the results of the
project.

The meeting was held on Decembef" 12013 in Vienna at the Vienna International
Center and was organized with the collaboratiothefUniversity of Camerino, EURAC
Research, the Environmental Agency Austria and #festrian Ministry of the
Environment .

Inspired by the topics of the Access2Mountain prpjhe SWOMM 2013 focused on the
role and the relationship between sustainable adubkty and sustainable tourism, as a
mean to increase the attractiveness of mountaasdparticularly mostly isolated ones),
improving the quality of life both of residents atmilirists, preserving the natural habitat
and cultural assets. Experts coming from researehtres and involved public
administrations discussed jointly about these wpamd called for continuing the
cooperation of the Carpathian and Alpine Convendiorit.

The Secretariat further worked with its partnerstba implementation of the Alpine

Carpathian Corridor Project (AKK). The project (AKRentrope) received a further
extension (AKK Centrope Add on) until December 20TBe Secretariat took steps
towards implementation of the concluded Memorandinynderstanding (MoU) that

established the framework for future cooperatiod emordinated activities in the sector
of spatial planning, transport and infrastructuagriculture and nature protection. The
MoU was signed in the frame of the Internationahfécence on the Alpine Carpathian
Corridor (AKK), organized by the Secretariat in #8skva on 30 January 2012. In the
context of the AKK Project, the Secretariat orgadiza meeting of the Ad Hoc AKK

Memorandum of Understanding Working Group on 12 é&inler 2013 (following a

previously organized informal meeting) in Vienna teceive updates by MoU

stakeholders (Ministries, motorway companies etm)activities and initiatives related to
the implementation of the AKK MoU. (see Info dog.12

In the meantime, the AKK Project has received &tt@non various levels, including the
EU and the global levels. Besides its mentioning #iagship project in the frame of the
EU Strategy for the Danube Region, the AKK Projears been also presented in UNEPs
Annual Report 2012 as a flagship project as welsasentioned as a flagship project in
the context of the recently endorsed EU Stratetptae to Green Infrastructure. AKK
Project results and outcomes have been furtheemissted by the Secretariat on various
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occasions, including the IENE 2013 Scientific Wdnigs, organized 16 to 18 October
2013, in Luhaovice (Czech Republic).

The further implementation of the MoU on the AKK isportant. Currently,
consultations for a possible AKK sequel to be pmésg under the next call of the
Austria-Slovakia Cross-border Programme are begtd. h

CCIC:

- Considers the Protocol on Sustainable Transporeldped by the Working
Group on WG on Sustainable Industry, Energy, Trarisand Infrastructure and
agrees for its submission to COP4 for adoption;

- Requests the WG to continue to work on the topiast&nable transport and
related infrastructure” depending on the funds labée, aiming at a Strategic
Action Plan for the implementation of the Protocas, well as cooperation with
other Working Groups (i.p. Spatial Planning andddrersity);

- Requests the Secretariat to develop follow-up ptsjen the field of ecological
connectivity, green infrastructure as well as Eeaptransport networks;

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.

Para 3. Encourages future cooperation activities wh the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization and other
relevant organizations in the field of renewable egrgies in the Carpathians.

The Secretariat promoted th@oject “Bioenergy AC - Sharing best available
technologies and promoting partnership for sustainble biomass use for energy
between the Alps and the Carpathians”’under the Fourth Call of the European
Transnational Cooperation South East Europe Prageaon the basis of the request of
the he EU Strategy for the Danube Region that daltsthe reinforcement of the
Carpathian Convention “to share best practices muyzing and using biomass for
energy purposes” and for the development of a pr@ened at setting-up “a cooperation
mechanism between the Alpine and Carpathian redgammthe transfer of best practices,
best available technologies, as well as environaleantd social know-how” in the field
of bioenergy.
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The project Lead partner is Regione Veneto (Itagyl strives to create a powerful
cooperation mechanism interlinking the Carpathiand alpine Regions to sharing
experiences and best practices concerning theisaiska production of renewable energy
from biomass. The project aims at making the Carpas a hot spot for innovative use
of sustainable energy from biomass. It aims apsttpg the implementation of the EU
Strategy for the Danube Region, the Renewable EnBIRECTIVE 2009/28/EC, the
EU Biomass Action Plan, the Green Paper on renewsdairces of Energy, the Alpine
Convention Energy Protocol and will be a first meitlne project in contributing to
implement Art. 10 - Industry and Energy - of thergzdhian Convention and Art. 14 of
the Protocol on Sustainable Forest ManagementeoCibnvention. Furthermore it aims
at providing a platform for technology transfer asldaring of experiences between
research institutes, the public sector and othlevaat stakeholders of both the Alpine
and the Carpathian region. It elaborates best abdailcost - effective technological
systems and best practices and transfers them gmnee / countries lacking in
implementing renewable energy policies. Concertegislation, the project tries to push
the strengthening of legislation in promoting thestainable production of renewable
energy resources through good governance methatstaves to streamline policies on
renewables in the target countries. It promotesgdu@eration of concrete projects and
initiatives building up technology and innovatiorapacity for the promotion of
renewable energy sources in line with the requirgméor a sustainability scheme for
energy uses of biomass that take into account #esl rior biomass resources to be
managed in a sustainable manner.

Bioenergy AC has been approved by the competehb&ties but cannot be financed
due to limited funds in the SEE Programme and tagewvith the Lead Partner Regione
Veneto there is the intention to present the ptajader the next EU Financing Period.

The Secretariat joined a partnership for developitite project proposal
"enerSKI"("Energy Efficiency, Networking and Capaci ty-Building for Skiing-
Resorts") that was presented under the Call 2012 of "Ingfefit Energy Europe”. The
main objective of the project, developed underldslership of the Energy Agency of
Podravje is to increase rational use of energytarslipport the use of renewable energy
in ski resorts to reduce the environmental impdiatiater sports activities. The project
team intends to bridge the gap between the suededsfmonstration of innovative
approaches, and its effective, broad market upitala@der to attain leverage of public-
and private-sector investment, bring down costgreimse market experience and
contribute to reducing the financial- and othercpered risks and barriers that hinder this
type of investment. Unfortunately, the project ratsshe positive evaluation by one point
and was not approved by the competent Programrhersigs.
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CCIC:

- Requests the WG to consider working on sustagnarergy for example
promoting sustainability criteria for energy protlan from and use of biomass in
the Carpathians and promotion of application of tk&iiding principles on
sustainable hydropower development in the DanulsenBdeveloped by ICPDR.

DECISION COP3/6
Sustainable tourism
Article 9 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 2. Requests the Secretariat and recommends th&Vorld Tourism
Organization to continue the development of the stginable tourism strategy with
the involvement of relevant stakeholders and the gyport of the national tourism
agencies;

A new project "Strategy for the Future Sustainableurism Development of the

Carpathians" has been launched. The main objecfithe project is to establish the
Tourism Strategy for the Carpathians, to be sulechitis a draft for adoption at COP4,
supporting the implementation of the Tourism Protoc

The project, which is funded by the Advising-assise Programme of the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Proitmt and Nuclear Safetyin the
Countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the Cascasd Central Asia, will last until

end of November 2014.

The main partners of the project are:

-Ecological Tourism in Europe (ETE) as the main lenpenting organization

-CEEweb for Biodiversity (CEEweb) as the coordingtorganization for NGOs

-World Wide Fund for Nature — Danube-CarpathiangPamme (WWF-DCP) as the
coordinating organization for the tourism busingsstor

-Carpathian Network of Protected Areas (CNPA) wiité coordinating function for the
protected areas and tourism case studies

- the Secretariat as the coordinating institutienMNational Focal Points to the Carpathian
Convention

Since 2006 the official institutions of the Carpath Convention have been discussing

the possible establishment of the Tourism Stratiegythe Carpathians. At the Third
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties held iatiBlava, Slovakia in 2011, the Parties
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to the Convention recommended that such Strateguldireflect the content of the
adopted Protocol on Sustainable Tourism. As that&iy should be implemented by all
stakeholders in the Carpathians, it was suggebtddttshould be easy to read, as short as
possible, and reflect the current trends, demamab reeeds on sustainable tourism
development and conservation of biodiversity.

All respective ministries of Carpathian Countriesponsible for tourism issues were
informed by the leading partner of the project -EET about the country consultations
related to drafting of the Strategy for the Carpath, which had started at the first NGO
meeting held in Svaty Anton - Banska Stiavnicay8kia on 13 — 14 June.

During the fourth Meeting of the Carpathian Coni@mtWorking Group on Sustainable
Tourism (WG Tourism), which took place on 21-22 @heir 2013 in Poiana Brasov,
Romania (back-to-back to the Second European EadstouConference), the draft text of
the Tourism Strategy for the Carpathians was pteddny the lead partner of the project
(see the first draft Tourism Strategy — Info do8) &nd then extensively discussed by the
meeting participants (see the Meeting Report - tdo. 14).

Based on the feedback received during the WG Tioufiem the participants as well as

on comments submitted later on by the countrieegggo the Secretariat, the second
draft of the Tourism Strategy was elaborated anclldted to the NFPs to the CC and
WG Tourism members (see the second draft of theiJmouStrategy - Info doc. 15 and

draft background information paper to the Stratedyfo doc. 16).

One of the provisions of the draft Tourism Stratégsesees an establishment of the
Carpathian Coordination Centre (CCC), with the sncoordinate the implementation of
the strategy.

After circulating the second draft of the Touristma&egy, the next round of comments
from the Carpathian Countries was provided to ther&ariat. Due to the needed time
for further amendments and consultations, it isgested to extend the process of the
establishing the Tourism Strategy and allow by@&dC to provide the final version of it
in a later stage. A brief timeline of next meetiagplaining the different steps and
deadlines until COP 4 was distributed to the NFRs WG Tourism members (see Info
doc. 17).

According to the above mentioned timeline and tfiersubmitted by Ukraine, the next
meeting of the WG Tourism is planned to be heltflay/June in Chernivtsi, Ukraine.

The Secretariat was invited by the Ministry of Sgord Tourism of Poland to participate
at the First Carpathian States Tourism Forum, wkndhbe organized on 27 - 28 May
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2014 in Rzeszow, Poland. The meeting will be helgether with the Fifth Innovations
Forum and a common meeting of Tourism Ministerghef Carpathian Countries. The
Secretariat was requested to deliver a presentdtiong the meeting. The information
about the meeting will be circulate to the NFP&teg with the Programme in due course.

CCIC:

- Requests the Secretariat to organize another ngeetithe Working Group on
Sustainable Tourism before COP4, in order to faeathe draft Strategy for direct
submission for consideration and adoption by COP4.

Para 4. Adopts the Protocol on Sustainable Tourisnto the Framework Convention
on the Protection and Sustainable Development of éhCarpathians;

The Protocol on Sustainable Tourism to the Framewdr Convention on the
Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carphians, adopted and signed at
the Third Meeting of the Conference of the Partiiethe Carpathian Convention (COP3,
Bratislava, May 2011), entered into force on 29 iA@013. After the deposit of
ratification instruments by the Slovak Republice tizech Republic, Poland and
Hungary, and in accordance with the provision @& Article 21 of the Convention, the
necessary number of instruments of ratificationdeeefor the entry into force was
established.

The Secretariat received the letter from his eroely Mr. lhor Prokopchuk - Permanent
Representative of Ukraine to the International @izggtion in Vienna, informing about
the entry into force of the Protocol as well as tpdated table of signature and
ratification status (see Signature and Ratificagatus).

CCIC:

- Encourages the ratification of the Protocol by®agties, which have not yet done
So;

-  Reviews relevant COP4 draft Decision.
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DECISION COP3/7
Cultural heritage and traditional knowledge
Article 11 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 1. Being aware of the unique values of cultutaheritage, recommends to
support the creation of the Cultural Heritage Invertory and Programme of
Activities;

Two meetings of the Working Group on Cultural Heg# and Traditional Knowledge —
Cultural Heritage WG - (14-16 May, 2013, Krynicapléhd and 9-11 September,
Rzeszow, Poland) were co-organized by the Secagtas well as by Ekopsychologia
Association and UNEP/GRID-Warsaw Centre within pgreject “Carpathians Unite —
mechanism of consultation and cooperation for immaetation of the Carpathian
Convention”, supported by Switzerland through t@sS Contribution to the enlarged
European Union.

The main objective of the Working Group meetingswa consideration of a proposal
to develop a Protocol on Cultural Heritage and ifi@aal Knowledge. The draft version
of the Protocol was prepared by UNEP/GRID-Warsawtf@eand included feedbacks
from regional consultations conducted by Ekopsyatial Association in the frame of the
Carpathians Unite project.

The final draft version the Protocol constitutee tbhutcome of the two sessions of
Cultural Heritage WG An informal legal check astte legal consistency of the
Protocol, in particular its procedural provisionsntained in Chapter 4 of the draft
Protocol, was requested from the Depository of Enamework Convention on the
Protection and Sustainable Development of the Glaigres (see Info doc. 11) Following
the Cultural Heritage WG decision, the final drairsion of the Protocol will be

submitted to the CCIC for its consideration andsgae recommendation for the COP4
(see Doc. 11). Recently the Secretariat has reddhve comments to the Protocol form
the Czech Republic (see Info doc. 18 and 19).

The Secretariat participated in the Second Cargattnite project Steering Committee
meeting held on 11 December 2013 in Krakow, Poland.

The Carpathian Convention took honorary patronadeth®e Carpathian Sheep
Transhumance 2013, which was a project of tradalionovement of the professional
shepherds with 300 sheep through the Carpathianis. ifitiative was organized to
celebrate historical transhumance of the Vlach kéejs, which in the past led to the
settlement of the mountain area and the creatioa obmmon pastoral culture in the
CarpathiansThe main objective of the Transhumance is the matttonal meeting of
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people who live and work in the Carpathians, timgration, the ability to learn and to
show the cultural wealth of the inhabitants, ad aglthe richness and uniqueness of the
nature. The priority for the project is the susthile development of the mountain areas.

Furthermore the Secretariat attended the conferenganized in the capacity in the
Polish Presidency to the Visegrad Group, which kaegld on 10 May 2013 in the Brasov.
The event was organized by the Embassy of the RiepabPoland in Bucharest, in
cooperation with the Embassies of the Czech Repu$lbvakia and Hungary and was
devoted to the topic of sustainable developmenthenCarpathian region. During the
conference the Secretariat delivered a speech ang usxisting instruments of
cooperation to secure sustainable developmenteofation. The meeting was organized
back to back with the launching of the Carpathiarep Transhumance 2013.

CCIC:

- Requests the Secretariat to organize another ngeetithe Working Group on
Cultural Heritage and Traditional Knowledge bef@®P4, in order to finalize
the draft Protocol on Cultural Heritage and Trawhtl Knowledge before the
submission of the document for consideration arapadn by COP4;

- Reviews relevant COP4 draft Decision.

DECISION COP3/8
Environmental assessment/information system, mamgtand early
warning
Article 12 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 1. Welcomes the finalization of the Partnersipi agreement (PA) and the
related Work Plan 2013 — 2015 between the Carpathia Convention and the
European Environment Agency (EEA), and requests thé&ecretariat to coordinate
this process;

The Secretariat welcomes the finalization of thetrfeaship agreement (PA) and the

related Work Plan 2013 — 2015 between the CarpatG@anvention and the European
Environment Agency (EEA).
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The Partnership agreement (PA) is aimed at progidin durable basis for the
collaboration between the EEA and the Carpathiamv€gtion regarding the observation,
collection of data, monitoring and information ays¢ with relevance to the protection
and sustainable development of the Carpathians.gbhaés of collaboration include the
management of data flow between the EEA and thepdflaan Convention; the

harmonization of the use of Carpathian indicatorsh WvEEA Indicators and their

application; the strengthening of the cooperatidih W& IONET National Focal points and
European Topic Centre, also with a view of prongtooperation with other mountain
ranges.

Follow-up of the Partnership agreement, also adegrtb the Joint Work Plan 2013-
2015, will be the Joint Carpathian Convention andopean Topic Centre on Spatial
Information and Analysis (ETC - SIA) elaboration @freport on data and indicators
relevant for sustainable forest management anthéoelaboration of an inventory on the
Carpathian forests (document Doc. 7).

CCIC:

- Gives the Secretariat a mandate to sign the PahipeAgreement with the EEA
on behalf of the Carpathian Convention;

- Requests the Secretariat to facilitate contactsvdmst WG on Forest and the
European Environment Agency / European Topic CeotréSpatial Information
and Analysis;

- Reviews the relevant draft COP4 Decisions.

Para 2. Welcomes the preparation for Forum Carpatiom 2014 and recognizes the
Science for the Carpathians Network as an importanbasis for policy making in the
Carpathians, and requests the Secretariat to furthe develop modalities for
cooperation.

The Secretariat participated to Science for thep&@aians Scientific (S4C) Steering
Committee, held on 21-22 October 2013 in Krakow.

During the meeting it actively took part to the lpmgnary discussion about Forum
Carpaticum 2014 — “Local Responses to Global Chg#s” which will be held in Lviv,
Ukraine, 16-19 September 2014.

It was decided that the main themes of the 3rd fRo@arpaticum (FC2014) should be
related, but not limited, to the policy prioritied the Europe 2020 Strategy and the
Horizon 2020 Programme, focusing on major challenggevant for the Carpathian
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ecoregion, like for example: ecosystem services land use change; climate change,
water and extreme events/hazards; natural andraliliaritage; smart mountains.
Furthermore, the Secretariat will keep regularlydate the S4C Scientific Steering
Committee about the Carpathian Convention Workingpud meetings and next
Carpathian Convention Institutional Meetings (CCICOP4), for the S4C direct
involvement.

The Secretariat, within the wider UNEP network amdollaboration with is partners,
further took efforts to promote the establishmdrda &cientific Network for the Caucasus
Mountain Regions, drawing on other established r8ifie Networks for mountains,
including Science for Carpathians.

CCIC:

- Welcomes the close cooperation between the Scientlee Carpathians
Initiative and the Carpathian Convention, and ewithe Science for the
Carpathians Initiative to deliver a keynote preagah to the high-level segment
COP4,

- Reviews the relevant COP4 draft Decisions.

DECISION COP3/9
Awareness raising, education and public participati
Article 13 of the Carpathian Convention

Para 1. Welcomes the progress by Move4Nature, thaskhe private sector for the
contribution, and invites further support to the initiative;

A new Move4Nature Initiative page has been created on the Communitglihood
Platform (described below)ttp://platform.bigfoot-project.eu/movednature.htinl order

to bring more exposure to the initiative. In aduiti a Slideshare page of UNEP Vienna
ISCC — ESD was created, accessible from the Phatfeage, and the final presentations
of the teachers trained during the Move4Naturéaitvtes were uploaded there.

The Secretariat has requested theéECE Steering Committee on ESDto present its
recent ESD-related activities at the upcoming $tge€Committee meeting in April 2014,
and to promote &arpathian regional network within the UNECE ESD process. This
will facilitate a connection between the partnefgshe Carpathian Convention and the
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Steering Committee focal points from the Carpath@@ountries, in order to support
further development of ESD in the Carpathians iopavation.

Para 2. Decides to actively support the expansiorf the Tool Kit to other countries,
and supports cooperation with other partners and dter mountain regions in
Education for Sustainable Development, such as thAlps, the Balkans and the
Caucasus;

The Move4Nature Tool Kit provided the ground forther involvement of the secretariat
in ESD partnerships, such as the RCE and the lafeleearning programme of the EU.

The Secretariat continues to be partner inRlegional Center of Expertise (RCE)in
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) sirEl2 The website has been set-up:
http://www.rce-vienna.at/

The Secretariat became a partner in the proj8ay ‘Foot. Crossing Generations,
Crossing Mountains; dedicated to lifelong learning, intergeneratioehrning and
sustainable development. The role of the Secrétar@duded supporting capitalization
and transferability of the project results in thar@athians. The project was finished in
July 2013. The website of the project, produced amaintained by the Secretariat,
contains all relevant information in several langes http://www.bigfoot-
project.eu/home.html

The Secretariat organized tfiral Big Foot conference “Intergenerational Learning
and Innovation for Sustainable Development”in the Vienna International Center on
June §-6" starting on the World Environment Day, in coopierawith the Academic
Council on the United Nations System. The highdespeakers at the conference
included Alan Hatton — Yeo, Chief Executive Officafr the Beth-Johnson-Foundation
and Coordinator of the European Map of Intergemanat Learning, and Jan Dusik, the
acting director of UNEP ROE. The RCE, mentionedvabparticipated in part of the Big
Foot project evaluation activities.

As part of the project deliverables, tBeg Foot Transferability Tool Kit has been
produced by UNEP Vienna and presented at the Giaaference. The printed versions
are available in English, and electronic versionstloe website - in English, Italian,
Bulgarian and Greek. The Tool Kit contains desaiptof the project activities and
advice from the partners, in order to enable temasility of the project activities to the
Carpathian Countries and other mountain regions.
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The Secretariat facilitated writing another Lifejphearning project +nnovation in
Rural Tourism (InRuTou), which received funding from the EC and was laudcime
February 2013, and which includes partners fromaibl(Ekopsychology Society),
Romania (Romontana) and Ukraine (Green Dossierg piloject aims at vocational
training in sustainable tourism development of leal population of the rural areas, by
creating ICT learning modules and destination -rtional tools. Information about the
project can be found on the websitetp://inrutou.eu/or the Community Livelihood
Platform.

Para. 3 Requests the Secretariat, in consultationith Parties, Northern Alliance for
Sustainability and other stakeholders, to explore @ssibilities for the further
development and finalization of the Public Partici@ation Strategy.

Intergenerational programs, such as Big Foot prayraportant role in supporting public
participation in community development, which ispedally relevant for the
mountainous regions, where the older generatiodshallot of traditional knowledge, and
the younger inhabitants often plan to move awayiclwhhreatens the maintenance of
cultural heritage, traditional land use practia@swell as culturally-sensitive innovation,
and renders sustainable development of rural contresirmore difficult. The Big Foot
project deliverables include the Participatory Magp Guidelines, available
electronically in English on the Big Foot website the publication section. The
Transferability Tool Kit also makes a referenceRarticipation and suggests further
resources to support communities’ participatortiatives.

In order to make use of this mechanism, the eleicti@ommunity Livelihood Platform

has been developed by the Secretariat, which ctmribe Big Foot project with the
Carpathian Convention community electronically, awthich includes links to the
Move4Nature Initiative and Tool Kit, the Culturagktage Inventory, INRuTou project, etc.

The aim of the platform is to provide space fortipgration of the local community
actors by sharing their stories and initiativesvarious thematic areas, such as ESD,
intergenerational learning, cultural heritage, ®w; sustainable production and
consumption, etc, and to demonstrate that thesemabeare interrelated and equally
important in sustainable development initiativesheTURL of the platform is:
http://platform.bigfoot-project.eu/A direct link to the platform has been addedHhe t
Carpathian Convention website, page on Culturaitéige and Traditional Knowledge.

The Secretariat also introduced the idea of intezgational learning to the Carpathian
Protected areas by informing the CNPA steering cateenabout the Big Foot project,
and presenting it at the CNPA Conference in Apfill2, at the workshop on future
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project ideas. Several protected areas expressa@shin this approach and indicated the
need for intergenerational learning, which wouldlge to strengthen public participation
in Protected area (PA) management, to preservdidma land use practices, and to
enhance PA cooperation with the locals in ESD aoconhemic development of the
communities.

In order to highlight Intergenerational learningpontance for public participation and
empowerment, the Big Foot Project was also predeite the annual conference
Romanian rural tourism in the context of sustaieablévelopment in Vatra Dornei,
Romania, in May 2013. Moreover, Intergeneratioealrting was included in the Draft
Cultural Heritage protocol.

The InRuTou project also has a community particgqpatcomponent: partners from
Poland, Romania and Ukraine carried out commurotysaltations, in order to base the
training on the community needs. Moreover, onehef dbjectives of the project is to
facilitate community consultation and participatias the basis of the rural tourism
development process.

CCIC:

- Requests the Secretariat to promote the use ofCiwamunity Livelihood
Platform by sharing it with the relevant nationaldaregional partners and
stakeholders;

- Requests the Secretariat to promote the Big FamtsFerability Tool Kit and the
Move4Nature Tool Kit among the relevant stakehddaer order to facilitate their
use in the Carpathian countries;

- Considers the Regional Center of Expertise (RCENNa as a possible model for
the Carpathian countries;

- Request the Secretariat to contact the respectarpathian focal points of the

UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustde8®velopment, in order
to support the establishment of the Carpathian B&tiyork.
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DECISION COP3/10
Cooperation with the European Union

Para 1. Welcomes the European Commission Communigah on the EU Strategy
for the Danube Region (EUSDR) and the accompanyindlan of Action, in

particular its references to the Carpathian region and to the Carpathian

Convention, as well as the included priority issueand flagship projects relevant for
the Carpathian region. Reiterates the importance othe Carpathian region as the
area relevant both for the Baltic and the Danube meroregional strategies and
underlines the need to reflect this in the implemdation of the EUSDR as well as in
future activities related to the development of thd&eU macroregional approach.

Para 3. Invites the Parties to further solicit supprt from European
Territorial Cooperation funds, SDC cohesion funds, Norwegian fund, LIFE,
European Neighbourhood and partnership Instrument ad Instrument for pre
Accession Assistance, and requests the Secretariatensure coordination in project
development and implementation.

Paara 4. Calls upon Parties, supported by the Sedsgiat, to cooperate with
European Union bodies in further promoting the “Carpathian Space” concept in the
context of existing or planned European Union coggation programmes (e.g. such
as under the European Union Territorial Cooperationbudget for 2014-2020.

The Secretariat actively participated in the Folth Strategy for the Danube Region
Priority Area 6 {Preserving Biodiversity, Landscapes and the Qualit of Air and
Soil”) Steering Group (EUSDR PA6 SG) meeting on 06 M&@I3 in Zagreb, Croatia.

The participation of the Secretariat was focusedtipymn the promotion of Carpathian
Convention activities related to the implementatadrthe EU Strategy for the Danube
Region and on establishing contacts with Europeam@ission — DG REGIO and other
relevant stakeholders. The PAs coordinators andn®&®nbers highly appreciate the
efforts of the Carpathian Convention related tacdsatribution to the implementation of
the EUSDR.

The Secretariat had the opportunity to contact Bepresentative of European
Commission — DG REGIO for the EUSDR — EnvironmerRdlar, that supported the
idea of promoting a EU Strategy for the CarpathRagion “ bridging” the Danube and
Baltic Strategies and “completing” the EUSDR wittwf priorities for the Carpathians
that are not included in the already existing styegs.

The Conference was organized by the PA 6 coomiiggMr. Ballnus, Ministry of the
Environment of Bavaria, lvna VulkSiand Ana Kobaslic, Ministry of Environment and
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Nature Protection of Croatia) and the represerdatiof the SG and of the European
Commission — DG REGIO and of ICPDR participatethien meeting.

The Secretariat requested the label of the EUSDEh&®BIOREGIO Carpathians project
in order to strengthen the visibility of the prdjend to further increase the support from
the European Commission according to the procedst&blished by the PA 6 Steering
Committee.

The Secretariat had also regular contacts with Eoeopean Commission — DG
Regional Policy, the European Parliament and the Qumittee of the Regionson the
contribution of the Carpathian Convention to the Elthtegy of the Danube Region, on
the possible future Carpathian Strategy and oméx¢ European Territorial Cooperation
Programmes.

Finally the Secretariat enjoys the financial suppdrthe European Commission — DG
Environment for the activities related to the Carpathian CotieenWorking Group on
Adaptation to Climate Changarough the CARPIVIA projecand has regular contacts
with the European Commission contact point for CARR (for further information on
the Secretariat activities in the climate changemsesee below DECISION COP 3/15).

In addition, the Secretariat organized Werkshop “Towards a EU Strategy for the
Carpathian Region”, hosted by th€ommittee of the Region Brussels, Belgium, on 28
May 2013 (see DECISION COP3/2 for further inforroajl

The Secretariat actively participated the in thefeence entitledThe macro-regional
strategy for the Carpathian Region", which was organized by Mr. Tomasz Poreba,
Polish Member of th&uropean Parliament on 3 December 2013, in the European
Parliament in Brussels (see DECISION COP3/2 fahtrinformation).

CCIC:

- Request the Secretariat to contact the respecevemahent Representations
and Embassies in Brussels in order to supportaheest of the accession of
the EU to the Carpathian Convention towards theopesin Commission —
DG Environment and DG Regional Development;

- Noting that the Carpathian Convention is a holigtgtrument for sustainable

regional development, requests the Secretariat tom@e a further
strengthening of cooperation with the DG Regionav&opment;
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- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.

DECISION COP3/11
Cooperation with the Alpine Convention

Para 1. Welcomes the cooperation with the Alpine Gwention in the framework of
the concluded Memorandum of Understanding, and regests the Secretariat to
continue to strengthen the cooperation with the Alme Convention in the fields such
as institutional cooperation, the exchange of infonation and experience, the
development and implementation of common projectsthe collaboration on the
implementation of the Conventions and their respecte Programmes of Work, the
implementation of the Convention Biodiversity Progammes of Work on Protected
Areas and Mountain Biodiversity and the collaboraton in the field of protected
areas networks in the Alps and the Carpathians.

The Secretariat participated as observer at betb2hand 53 Permanent Committee of
the Alpine Convention organized under the Italian Presidency respegtiveBolzano,
Italy, on 7 - 8 March 2013 and in Cortina d’Ampezaa 26 - 27 June 2013.

The Secretariat supported the Italian Presidencythef Alpine Convention in the
organization of the firsTask Force Meeting on International Mountain Coopeation
held on 6 — 7 June 2013 in Budoia, Italy.

Several stakeholders from different mountain regiorcluding the Alps, Carpathians,
Caucasus, Dinaric Alps and the Tien Shan - Pamges participated in the Workshop
which focused on sub-national / local levels of per@tion in mountain areas. The aim of
the meeting was to identify cooperation sites, fog some urgent challenges for
mountain regions and detect some priority areatatang action.

Through the workshops of the Task Force, the Smtattand the Italian Presidency of
the Alpine Convention aim at delivering a final dowent where a strategy for
implementing Sustainable Mountain Development (SMDJ creating new partnership
networks in mountain regions are outlined.

The Secretariat actively contributed as observertha Workshop “The Alpine
Convention and EXPO 2015” organized by the Italian Presidency of the Alpine
Convention on 1 October 2013 in Sondrio, Italy.

The Workshop focused on evaluating and developindatities for the contribution of
the Alpine countries and other mountainous regiorthe Universal Exposition (EXPO)
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that will be held in Milano, Italy from May to Odber 2015. The discussion brought
forward the great opportunity of EXPO Milano 201%b showcase the experience of
regional cooperation for the sustainable develogrokea mountain transboundary region
as well as the actions and good practices of mounégions such as the Alps and the
Carpathians.

In this frame the Secretariat is willing to faalé the networking between the National
Focal Points to the Carpathian Convention and tben@issioners for the National
Pavilions at EXPO 2015.

Besides the work on the Transport Protocol, therédagat continued to facilitate the
exchange of experience between Alps and Carpathimitise context of the Working
Group on Sustainable Transport of the Carpathianv@ation, e.g. either through the
presentation of Alpine Convention relevant experganin the field and preparation of
joint meetings between representatives of the Wigrikeroups on Transport of both
Conventions.

The Secretariat supported the Italian PresidencthefAlpine Convention and Italian
Presidency of the Alpine Convention in the orgatiima of the §' edition of the
Scientific Workshop on Mountain Mobility and Tramsp (SWOMM 2013) which was
held in Vienna, Austria on 11 December 2013.

The meeting was organized in the frame of Accessi&n, the project co-financed by
the European Regional Development Fund throughPtbgramme "South-East Europe”,
with the support of the University of Camerino, EAIR Research, the Environmental
Agency Austria and the Austrian Ministry of the Eiowment. (See DECISION COP3/5
for further details).

Experts coming from research centres and from thené and Carpathian Transport
Working Groups, involved public administrations pmesentatives of the Italian and
Austrian Ministry of the Environment and Austrianifiétry of Transport jointly
discussed about the relationship between susta@aglessibility and sustainable tourism
in mountain areas and called for continuing thepeoation of the Carpathian and Alpine
Convention on these issues.

Para 2. Also welcomeghe joint approaches made by the Alpine and Carpatian

Conventions to EU institutions, and encourages fuhter cooperation to ensure the
contributions of the Alpine and Carpathian Conventons in the consideration or
development of macro-regional strategies and mounitarelevant policies at the
European (EU) level.

The Alpine Convention and the Carpathian Conventioa willing to have a joint
political declaration between both conventionseéabopted in Lima, Peru in December
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2014 during the UNFCCC COP20 at the Mountain Pawil(see DECISION COP3/15
para.l for further information).

Moreover the ltalian Presidency of the Alpine Camien will participate at the
Carpathian Convention Conference of the PartiesR@pin Mikulov (24-26 September
2014) and will invite the Carpathian Conventionth@ Torino Alpine Conference in
November 2014.

CCIC:

- Supports the idea of a joint political declaratitvetween Alpine and
Carpathian Conventions to be adopted in Lima Peiddcember 2014 during
the UNFCCC COP20 at the Mountain Pavilion and retputhe Secretariat to
assists the process;

- Welcomes the initiative by the Italian Presidendytlee Alpine Convention
and of the Carpathian Convention to organize at joiaeting on sharing of
experiences regarding EU macroregional strategms] requests the
Secretariat to support the organization of the mget

DECISION COP3/12
On Cooperation with other conventions and interomadl bodies

Para. 2 Welcomes and supports further specific co@pation with International
Conventions and international bodies, including theConvention on Biological
Diversity, the United Nations Convention to CombatDesertification, the Ramsar
Convention, the Aarhus Convention, the European Ladscape Convention, the
Council of Europe, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization United Nations Development
Programme, United Nations Industrial Development Oganization, ,the European
Space Agency, the International Commission for theProtection of the Danube
River, the Central European Initiative and the Carpathian EcoRegionlnitiative, the
REC, UNEP.

Following the long-term process with the involvermehthe global mountain community
and the inclusion of a mountains chapter in Rie+20 Conference outcome “The
Future We Want “ (see Info doc. 20, in particular para.210-212) Seeretariat took
efforts to implement the “mountains” chapter. Faliog-up to the Rio Summit, the UN
Secretary General (UNSG) has mandated UNEP togetilerFAO and UNESCO to
lead the implementation of the “mountains” chaerncluded in the Rio+20 outcome
document “the Future We Want” (paras.210-212).Hhis tontext, various events and
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activities have been organized by the Secretamat its partners with the view of
fostering experience exchange with other mountagions. Activities undertaken
included the following: the Task Force Meeting eaefnational Mountain Cooperation
established by the Italian Presidency of the Alfoavention with the support of UNEP,
6-7 June 2013, Budoia, Italy (see DECISION COP3dtSurther information about the
meeting), Celebration of the International Mountdday 2013 (11 December as
designated by the UN General Assembly), a serieverfits with regards to the Scientific
Network for the Caucasus Mountain region, a sedésvent with regards to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and mountainsontribution to Fourth

Meeting of the Global Mountain Partnership, 17-Ept8mber 2013 (Erzurum, Turkey)
etc.

The Secretariat participated and contributed to Foerth Global Meeting of the
Mountain Partnership, held in Erzurum (Turkey), 17 to 19 September 2@#ing the
meeting the future and new governance structurthefPartnership was discussed and
endorsed by its members. During the meeting, ppatts addressedter alia: the new
Mountain Partnership Strategy and Governance; namsin Rio+20 and the Post-2015
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs); the Mourfairum knowledge platform for
sustainable mountain development; regional cootiinanechanisms; and the selection
of the Steering Committee. Thematic working grougmssidered how to put the
Mountain Partnership into practice. Parallel reglaneetings, Partnership Fairs and side
events also took place.

The Secretariat was invited to present the expeerof the Carpathian Convention
under the item regional cooperation and contriliata side event related to European
mountains and stressed the importance to mainstreaontain-related issues into the
SDGs. At the meeting it was noted, that many Carpatcountries are not yet members
of the MP. At the moment the future participatiamdarole of the Secretariat in the
Partnership has to be further discussed with ClaigratConvention National Focal

Points.

The Secretariat, through UNEP, provided variousiisgo the UN Secretary General’s
Report on Sustainable Mountain Development (coatéith by Mountain Partnership
Secretariat) that was presented to the UN Genesaebly in autumn 2013. Various
Carpathian-related information has been includetheaforementioned report (see the
Report of the Secretary General on Sustainable maoudevelopment — Info doc. 21). In
its recommendations, the UNSG also stressed theortamre of the Alpine and
Carpathian Convention: “(diPromote, where relevant, the establishment of regio
mechanisms for coordinated and integrated transklam cooperation and knowledge
sharing for sustainable mountain development, gfiteen existing mechanisms such as
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the Alpine and the Carpathian Conventions and ptentioe exchange of experiences and
lessons learn€d The UN General Assembly further adopted Resoiuh/RES/68/217
related to Sustainable Mountain Development on 20ehber 2013, stressing again the
importance of the Alpine and Carpathian Conventioipwing the intervention of the
Secretariat and some Carpathian countries.

Following the meeting of the Global Mountain Parstgp and the Report of the UNSG,
the Secretariat, through UNEP, partnered with weritnstitutions, including with its
collaborating centre GRID Arendal (GRIDA), the Austh Development Cooperation
(ADC), the Swiss Agency for Development and Coopena (SDC), CDE Bern,
FAO/MP Secretariat and other partners (ICIMOD, C@E8AN, Alpine Convention
etc.) to mainstream mountain-related issues ingoctirrent Post-2015 Process and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) discussioagakt of this overall initiative, a
series of thematic briefs (see Info doc. 22 ,23 24)drelatednter alia to energy, climate
change and disaster risk reduction, forestry andiersity has been prepared (including
proposals for mountain-specific targets and indist drawing on the various
information and data that has been gathered inofuai the context of the Carpathian
Convention) that should guide discussions in theteod of the Open Working Group
(OWG) in New York. For this purpose, various evemse been organized, including a
meeting of the Mountain Focus Group (attended byp&thian countries) on 16 October
2013 in New York as well as side event related ltmate change and disaster risk
reduction in the frame of thé"&ession of the OWG, 8 January 2014 in New York, an
International event “Why mountains matter for #@st2015 Process” organized on the
occasion of the celebration of the International ubi@ain Day (11 December as
designated by the UNGA) in Vienna.

A joint GRID Arendal — UNEP unit has been estaldsliin summer 2013 to support the
work of the UNEP Vienna Office also with the vielwvgromoting experience exchange
and lessons learnt between the Alps and Carpatl#éhsother mountain regions. The
Secretariat, through the wider UNEP Network, wovkesy closely with its Regional
Office for Europe (ROE), Division of EnvironmentBblicy Implementation (DEPI) ,
collaborating centre GRID Arendal in the contextsaktainable mountain development,
and to promote the Carpathian Convention in varfots and platforms.

Furthermorerelevant documents and publicationsrelated to the “global mountain
agenda” have been developed in follow-up to Riowi@ contribution of the Secretariat,
e.g. “Mountains: Our Life, Our Future — Progresd grerspectives on sustainable
mountain development” (produced by SDC, CDE Berd athers) as well as other
relevant publications that will emerge in 2014 adding the topics climate change and
tourism, drawing as well on the experiences ansbles-learnt of the Carpathians.
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CCIC:

- Requests the secretariat to continue to pronm&eCarpathian Convention and
sustainable mountain development in the context®fRio+20 Follow up and of
the development of the Sustainable Development $5adal cooperation with

UNEP, FAO and UNESCO

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision

DECISION COP3/13
Programme of work and budget of the Carpathian @aotion

See Updated list of Carpathian Convention meetisge CC Meetings 2015 — 2017)
See the Follow Up Platform for the Carpathian Comiom (see Follow Up Platform).
See the updated ToRs of the Carpathian Conventiorkiig Groups (see CC WG ToRs)

CCIC:

Supports to the proposed dates and locations ofd¢keCarpathian
Convention meetings and requests the Secretarsaipjoorts organization of
the meetings;

Reviews draft COP4 Decision including Annexes (Paogme of Work 2015-
2017 of the Carpathian Convention);

Supports the idea of organizing the joint meetioigg/orking Group and
requests the Secretariat to coordinate thesetinés

Reviews the Follow Up Platform for the possibleufet Carpathians
Convention projects;

Reviews and submit thepdated ToRs of the Carpathian Convention Working
Groups for COP4 approval.
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DECISION COP3/14
Administration and financial management of the Fearark Convention
on the Protection and Sustainable Developmentefarpathians
(Carpathian Convention)and its Protocols

By Decision COP3/14 of 27 May 2011, the ContracBagties, inter alia:

Agreed to establish a Trust Fund to cover the obsidministering and meeting
the objectives of the Carpathian Convention andteel Protocols, including the
functioning of its Secretariat (para 12);

Adopted the tems of reference for the administratibthe Trust Fund as annexed
to the decision (para 12);

Decided that the Convention’s Programme of Work badget for 2012 — 2014
be used as the budget of the Trust Fund (paraahd),

Requested the Executive Director of UNEP to assuesponsibility for
administering the Trust Fund, and to delegate tbeessary administrative
authorities to the Head of the Secretariat in Vinign the Rules and Regulations of
the United Nations (para 15);;

The terms of Reference of the Trust Fund, adopyetido COP, inter alia:

Repeated that the Executive Director of UNEP cdag#te the administration of
the Trust Fund to the Head of the Secretariat ef@arpathian Convention and
related Protocols (para 2);

Stated that the budget estimates, covering themiecand expenditures for the
financial period to which they relate, shall be mitked to and approved by the
COP (para 9);

Stated that it is for the COP and UNEP to agreemh administrative support
charge to be paid to UNEP (para 10);

Suggested that at the end of each calendar yeaExkeutive Director will
through the Head of the Secretariat, submit taCbetracting Parties, the certified
accounts for that year.

Following the request of COP3, the UNEP Deputy HEtge Director (DED) on 17
January 2012 provisionally approved the establistimaf a Trust Fund for the
Carpathian Convention noting that “the purposehef Trust Fund is clearly defined by
the terms of reference agreed at COP3". Includetthenapproval was the proposal that
Programme Support Cost will be charged at theohfie8%; in line with ST/AI/286. The
UNEP Governing Council, in its 27th session heldNairobi in February 2013, by
Decision 27/14, approved the establishment of witalled “the Trust Fund for the Core
Budget of the Carpathian Convention for the Pradecand Sustainable Development of
the Carpathians and Related Protocol§he Trust Fund was established for two years
with an expiry date of December 2014.

2 Decision 27/14: Management of trust funds and earmarked contributions 22 The Governing Council, Having considered
the report of the Executive Director on the management of trust funds: 1. Notes and approves the establishment of the
following trust funds since the twenty-sixth session of the Governing Council: Trust funds in support of regional seas
programmes, conventions, protocols and special funds 3. Notes and approves the establishment of the following trust
fund since the twenty-sixth session of the Governing Council: CAP — Trust Fund for the Core Budget of the Carpathian
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CCIC:

- Considers that COP3 decided to establish thet Husd for a period of 3 years,
i.e. formally to 27 May 2014, whereas the Trustdrarrangement in UNEP ends
already in December 2014. Consequently COP4 hdsdinle on an extension of
the Trust Fund and request and provide guidanceN&P for extending the
arrangement beyond December 2014 with another eacsy

-Considers that COP3 wanted the COP and UNEP &eagt and administrative
support charge to be paid to UNEP whereas UNEPatendlly decided on a
charge of 13%. Consequently COP4 may wish to requBEP to, at the least
inform and seek an agreement with the Contractiagi¢3 as to the use of the
PSC;

-Considers that COP3 requested the Executive irexft NEP to delegate the
necessary administrative authorities to the Heath®fSecretariat in line with the
Rules and Regulations of the United Nations. Consetly COP4 may wish to
request the Executive Director of UNEP to inforne Bontracting Parties about
the delegation of authority which he has put ircela

-Reviews both the certified financial statement dhd proposed decision by
COP4, prepared by the Secretariat;

DECISION COP3/15
Climate change

Para 2. Emphasizing the importance of climate chareg and its impact for the
implementation of the Carpathian Convention;

The Alpine Convention and the Carpathian Conventioa willing to have a joint
political declaration between both conventions @caldopted in Lima, Peru in December
2014 during the UNFCCC COP20 at the Mountain Pawili

The declaration should focus on the adoption ofdélines on Climate Change
adaptation at local level and on Macro-regionahtsggies. The text of the declaration
should be prepared through two technical meetingake place jointly between the two
Conventions.

Convention for the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians and Related Protocols, which was
established in 2012 with an expiry date of December 2014
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The Secretariat will be in charge of organizing tbémate Change Working Group
(foreseen for March 2014 in Vienna) and extenditivitation to the Alpine countries
while the Alpine Convention and the Italian Presice will take care of the Macro-
regional meeting (probably in May 2014 in ltaly)daimvite the Carpathian Convention
countries.

For information about previous meetings of WG onnm@te Change, since the
establishment of the Working Group (COP3), pleasethe Progress Report 2012 (see
Info doc. 25). After the last meeting of the WG @limate Change the Strategic Agenda
on Adaptation to Climate Change was finalized (3ee. 12)

The Secretariat participated in t@ércle 2 MOUNTain Final Meeting held on 26 and
27 of September in Barcelona, Spain. Several reptagves of institutions form Spain,
France, Austria and other Alpine countries werat@a/to attend the conference and
presentations on adaptation to Climate Changefierdnt mountain regions of the world
were delivered.

At the margins of the conference the Secretaridtwita the organizers of the meeting in
order to discuss the main results of the confereara® possible connections between
EEA ClimatADAPT and the mountain regions. The fetdevelopments and tasks of the
Eger Gropu were also taken into account.

The Secretariat attended thigh Summit 2013 Meeting organized by Ev-K2-CNR
which was held from 23 to 25 October 2013 in Ledtady.

The Secretariat took active part in timternational Symposium on Climate Change
organized by the Working Community of the Pyren@@%P) as part of the Pyrenees
Climate Change Observatory (OPCC) held on 6 Nove@®&3 in Pamplona, Spain.

Within the section dedicated to international caapen in mountain areas the
Secretariat delivered a presentation on “Adaptagfforts on Climate Change in the
Carpathians and in the Alps”, stressing the rol@ w&ork of the Carpathian Convention
and of the Alpine Convention by highlighting the going projects dealing with
adaptation to climate change in the two regions.

The Secretariat is partner in the European Tramsrat Cooperation Alpine Space
“ALPSTAR — Towards carbon neutral Alps” project (www.alpstar-project.eit

The EU funded Alpine Space project is addressiegnged for well-directed and cross-
cutting action to effectively manage climate chaage reduction of climate-damaging
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emissions in the Alpine region which was expressedhe Action Plan on Climate
Change in the Alps approved within the frame of Atigine Convention during the 10
Alpine Conference. Furthermore, ALPSTAR also enages good practice climate
change reduction measures on a regional and leeal.|With a total budget of 2,79
million Euros, the three year project will last ir@1 June 2014. The final conference
will take place on the 27-29 May2014 in Ljubljaisgvenia.

The UNEP Vienna — ISCC office provides input foregment on common methodology
and common criteria and standards on what is cersildas a good practice in strategies,
action plans and measures toward carbon neutralitgddition, UNEP Vienna transfers
project results and outcomes to stakeholders iferéifit Alpine and other towns and
stakeholders from Carpathian Convention and Dinanic Initiative through its well
established channels and will guarantee an adedJatka coverage of the project
through the organization and support of the Finahf€rence. Finally, UNEP Vienna
supported the establishment of the Policy Boardclvigathers together experts in the
field of climate change adaptation to elaborateomamendations on climate change
strategies.

The Secretariat is also partner in the Europeanshaional Alpine SpactC3ALPS-
Capitalising climate change knowledge” projecthttp://www.c3alps.e.

C3-Alps is a transnational capitalisation projeBtilding on the results of previous
projects (for ex.CLISP) and initiatives on adatatto climate change in the Alps, C3-
Alps seeks to synthesize, transfer, and implemrepblicy and practice the best available
adaptation knowledge. By applying a knowledge ftiemsoncept driven by the
information and communication needs of target gspuihe project optimizes the
usability of available knowledge resources in aerapt to bridge the gap between the
generation of adaptation knowledge and its apptinah real-world decision-making.

UNEP Vienna - ISCC is, in the frame of the C3ALR8jéct, communicating the project
results and sharing outcomes with ministries, mdgonal governmental organizations,
international non-governmental organizations, Estifations, UN agencies and expert
communities on the international level, includingthvleading international climate
change expert institutions. Furthermore, UNEP wagaged in involving and financing
experts from the Intergovernmental Panel on Clim@teange (IPCC) providing a
scientific perspective on the project results, all as in financing two external experts in
the sectors health, energy and agriculture for khewledge Inventory Platform (a
platform regrouping all the knowledge and resultiected in previous Alpine Space
projects). The UNEP ISCC office will co-organizeetfinal conference which will take
place on the 14.10.2014 in Vienna, Austria. Thgqmtowill end on the 31.12.2013.
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The Secretariat, within the wider UNEP network ttier raised successful funds for the
implementation of the inter-regional project “Cliteachange action in developing
countries with fragile mountainous ecosystems feni-regional perspective”.

The project contributes to the implementation oé tNEP Programme of Work,

subprogramme: climate change and aims at replgate experiences gained in the
Alpine and Carpathian Convention (regional actimndrds climate change adaptation) in
the following regions: Africa, Andes, Balkans, Casgs and Central Asia. The multi-
year project (2013-2017) will have a total budgétle’r5 Mio EUR (funded by the

Government of Austria under the Fast Start Findleehanism of the UNFCCC) and be
implemented by UNEP Vienna ISCC in close colladoratwith DEPI and other

partners.

The project forms a contribution to the implemeotaif the Rio+20 outcome related to
mountains and the operational mandate as includguhia. 211:We invite States to
strengthen cooperative action with effective ingotent and sharing of experience of all
relevant stakeholders, by strengthening existirgragements, agreements and centres of
excellence for sustainable mountain developmentedisas exploring new arrangements
and agreements, as appropriate.”

CCIC:

- Welcomes the outcomes of the Carpivia and Carpatplojects and the related
activities by the Joint Research Centre (JRC) angdests the Working Group on
Climate Change to possibly develop follow up atieg;

- Recommends and submits the Strategic Action PlanAftaptation to climate
change, developed by the Working Group on Climatear@e, for COP4
approval;

- Supports and welcomes the organization of a joieeting together with the
Alpine Convention Task Force on climate change,iragnat developing a joint
message on climate change and mountains to benpedsat the COP20 of
UNFCCC to be held in Lima, Peru, from 1 — 20 Decenf?014, and to exchange
experience between Alpine and Carpathian Convesntionocal adaptation plans,
and requests the Secretariat to support the orgi@mizof the meeting;

- Reviews draft COP4 Decision.
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DECISION COP3/16
Location of Permanent Secretariat

Para 1. Underlines the need and urgency of taking decision on the location of the
Permanent Secretariat of the Carpathian Conventiorand decided that, serviced by
the interim Secretariat, a meeting at expert levewill be held within six months to
prepare for High-level meeting to be organized byhe Presidency. In preparation
for the meetings Country offers should be updatedproposed sites should be visited,
and criteria for the selection of the location sholdl be prepared.

In accordance with the decisions of the fourth megebf the Carpathian Convention
Implementation Committee (Vienna, 5-7 December 20&8arding the submission of
new, complemented or amended offers on the locatian permanent Secretariat by 31
May 2013, the Secretariat received offers form fBarties: Poland submitted offer for
Rzeszow (see Info doc. 26), Slovakia submitted néer for Bratislava (see Info doc
27), Romania provided an update on the current R@naoffer - Brasov (See Info doc
28), Ukraine has informed that, in accordance wWi#tisions of the Fourth Meeting of
the Carpathian Convention Implementation Commitsewl the Decision COP3/16
"Location of Permanent Secretariat" and the inteseuaretariat letter dated 01.02.2013,
the proposal to host a permanent Secretariat of K@ Convention (Carpathian
Convention) in Chernivtsi, Ukraine, remains unchethg

Next, the Secretariat finalized the comparisonhef ¢ffers received and distributed it to
the Parties for the consideration at the next mgeif the CCIC (see Info doc. 29).

The further discussion may be assisted by someiania information concerning what
the host country would be willing to consider oifeofover and above its original
submission, such as related financial issues, tiondiand other contributions to meet
the operating costs of the Secretariat.

Furthermore, the Secretariat prepared a comparastimate of secretariat costs at the
given location as well as the existing arrangement.

CCIC:

- Gives guidance as to the way forward regardinddbation of the Secretariat
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USE OF THE LOGO OF THE CARPATHIAN CONVENTION

CCIC:

- Recommends and submits the use of the logoeo€Hrpathian Convention for
COP4 approval.

SLOVAK PRESIDENCY

CCIC:

- Discusses the possibility of presenting the tesahd activities of the successful
Slovak Presidency during COP4.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

ADC ..o Austrian Development Cooperation

AEA Austrian Environment Agency

AEM. ..o European Association of Elected Representative
from Mountain Regions

Y L R Alpine Carpathian Corridor

ALPARC................cecee e een W Alpine Network of Protected Areas

AEBR ... Association of European Border Regions

ANPAA Association of Natural Protected Areas
Administrations

ASFINAG ... utobahnen-und SchnellstralRen-Finanzierungs

Aktiengesellschaft
BD e Carpathian Convention Biodiversity Protocol
BIOREGIO Carpathians..................... Integrateahagement of biological and landscape

diversity for sustainable regional development and
ecological connectivity in the Carpathian

CADSES ..., Central, Adriatic, Danubian and South-Eastern
European Space

CARPATCLIM ..., Climabf the Carpathian Region

CarpathCC........vviiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeen Climate Change in the Carpathian Region

CARPIVIA.....cooii e afpathian Integrated Assessment of Vulnerability

to Climate Change and Ecosystem — Based
Adaptation Measures

CC e Carpathian Convention

CCIC......ceeiiviiieieci i i e een . Carpathian Conventions Implemedida
Committee

CC WG Climate Change..........cc......... Carpati@amvention Working Group on
Adaptation to Climate Change

CEE.............oeciviiiiiviv i e e ... Central East Europe

CIBIS .o Carpathian Integrated Biodivéysinformation

System

CIMM ...............eci e iveieeeenn ... Common Integrated Management Maees

CNPA......cccciiicieieee e Carpathian Network of Protected Areas

CONDESAN ..o Cordo para el Desarrollo Sustainble de al
Ecorregion Andina

COP3...rr e Third Meeting of the Conference of the Partees
the Carpathian Convention

COPA....eeee e Fourth Meeting of the Conference of the Paties
the Carpathian Convention

COR o Committee of the Regions

CTP e Working Community of the Pyrenees

DAHPNE ....coviiiii e nstitute for Applied Ecology

DEWA. .. The Division of Early Warning and Assessment

EEA. . European Environment Agency
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EIONET ..o European Environment Information
And Observation Network

enerSKl ... Energy Efficiency, Networking and Capacity-
Building for Skiing-Resorts

ERDF ... e European Regional Development Fund

ESD .o Education for Sustainable Development
Programme

ETC—SIA. .. European Topic Centre on Spldiidéiormation and
Analysis

EU i European Union

EURAC ... European Academy Bolzano

EUSDR ... European Union Strategy for Danube Region

EUSDR PAGSG.....ccoiiiiieeeeeiii EUasgy for the Danube Region — Pillar 2 —
Priority Area 6 Steering Group

FAO. .. Food and Agriculture Organization

Forest Protocol SAP...........ccceevvvvvinnn, f&tgéac Action Plan for the Implementation of the

Forest Protocol
GEF...........ceeeeieii il Global Environment Facility

GRIDA .., GRID Arendal

ICIMOD ...coiiiiiieieeeeee The International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development

ICPDR ... International Commission for the Protection

of the Danube River
IPCC.........eeeeveeiievee e e een e Intergovernmental Panel on Clim&thange
ISCC......ceeviiiiiiiei i i v Interim Secretariat of the Carpiain Convention

INRUTOU ... Innovations in Rural Tourism

JT S e Joint Technical Secretariat

MEAS ..o Multilateral Environmental Agreements
MOU ..o Memorandum of Understanding
MSP...oiecere e Medium Size Project

NFPS. .. National Focal Points
NFEC..oiiee e National Forest Center

OPCC . Ryrenees Climate Change Observatory
PSAC...c Permanent Secretariat of theiAé Convention
PA Priority Area

REC ... e Regional Environmental Center
RCE.............ceiiiieeieeieeen o .....Regional Centre of Expertise

ROE.... o i Regional Office for Europe

SAP L Strategic Action Plan
S — Steering Committee

SDC .. e The Swiss Agency for Development and

Sustainable Cooperation
SDGS .........eviiviieii i i e e Sustainable Development Goals
SMD...........eeveeiie i i e e Sustainable Mountain Development
SEE . South East Europe
SG o — Steering Group
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SNCSR....ooiiiiic e State Natural Conservancy of the Slovak Republic

SWOMM ..o, ciéntific Workshop on Mountain Mobility and
Transport

SAC.. i Science for the Carpathians Initiative

TORS e Terms of Reference

UNEP ..o United Nations Environment Programme

UNFCCC...oiie e, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change

UNOOSA....c e ha& United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

UNWTO ... United Nations World Tourism Organization

VITUKI ..o Environmental and Water Management Research
Institute

WG .o e Working Group

WP e Working Package

WWFE DCP ..o VWADanube Carpathian Programme
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