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®  Duration: June 2018 - 31
October 2021

¢ 11 Partners from 6 EU
countries (ERDF)

2 Partners from Serbia
(IPA)

10 Associated Strategic
Partners (ASP)

®  Coordinated by: WWF
Romania

Value: ~ 2.6 million euros
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Aim: ,aimed at maintaining and improving the ecological connectivity between natural
habitats in the Carpathian ecoregion.

O1. Eco-corridors and connectivity gaps identified in the Carpathians
02. Capacity for identifying and managing eco-corridors improved

03. Identify and implement strategic directions and instruments/practices in order to promote the value of
ecological connectivity, in particular of large carnivore corridors, among planners and decision makers
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4. Transportation and service corridors within the protected area
(Threats from long narrow transport corridors and the vehicles that use them, including associated wildlife mortality)

4.1 Roads and railroads (include road-killed animals)

4.2 Utility and service lines (e.g. electricity cables,
telephone lines, etc.) :

4.3 Shipping lanes and canals

4.4 Flight paths

7. Natural system modifications
(Threats from other actions that convert or degrade habitat or change the way the ecosystem functions)

7.1 Fire and fire suppression (including arson)
7.2 Dams, hydrological modification and water

management / use

7.3 Increased fragmentation within protected areas

7.4 Isolation from other natural habitat (e.g.
deforestation, dams without effective aquatic wildlife

passages)
7.5 Other \"edge effects\" on park values
7.6 Loss of keystone species (e.g. top predators,

pollinators etc.)

(CCPAMETT, 2018)
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Pilot areas:

1. Piatra Craiului National Park / Bucegi Nature Park (Romania)

2. Apuseni mountains / Southwest Carpathians (Romania) /
National Park Djerdap (Serbia)

3. Western Carpathians (Czech Republic - Slovakia)

4. Bukk National Park (Hungary) / Cerova vrchovina Protected
Landscape Area (Slovakia)
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Local Public Authorities
National Public Authorities
Sectoral Agencies

Infrastructure and (public)
Service Providers

Interest Groups including
NGOs
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ConnectGREEN: Core areas and ecological corridors for large carnivores in the Carpathians

o

R o L /
3 iala Matdediskie v
Pilsen esko-Biala Meldedforie
3 B
= CZECHIA
2 Jihlava
B a

Pilot areas:

1
2.

=Y
A

LD S

& 57 I I

P Ind AN Ssiyfia ¢
e LA S TREAS i - 2ombathely Szolnok
R T 6% 50 Graz % Veszprem 32
COR IS 20 T 2 o $

) ,’:}"p's\' & ) Kecskemet
Balaton HUNGARY

% : e
i 1t N
1 I'g
o g N
! Linz
P b S, StPolten . Vienna Q
£ Upper s 3 (e o/
{ Austria | "
N
R
3, Salzburg

>

£y
SLOVENIA
oLJuhiJama

CROATIA
\

Rania lika

Piatra Craiului National Park / Bucegi Nature Park (Romania)
Apuseni mountains / Southwest Carpathians (Romania) /
National Park Djerdap (Serbia)

Western Carpathians (Czech Repubilic - Slovakia)

BUkk National Park (Hungary) / Cerova vrchovina Protected
Landscape Area (Slovakia)

Cacak

Montana
o

y
- ‘:.‘f““ Upodisul

Getic

o
Lviv 0bl

Lviv

ast

Craiova ~

o

N 20

Ecological corridors database within CCIBIS

B cciis

)

2

&

interreg H

Danube Transnational Progral
ConnectGREEN

WELCOME TO THE CARPATHIAN
COUNTRIES INTEGRATED BIODIVERSITY
INFORMATION SYSTEM
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CCCOPEDOCIFINAL DRAFT

INTERNATIONAL ACTION PLAN ON
CONSERVATION OF LARGE CARNIVORES
AND ENSURING ECOLOGICAL
CONNECTIVITY IN THE CARPATHIANS

INTRODUCTION, LEGAL BACKGROUND AND IMPLEMENTATION

The Carpathians are a range of mountains in Central and Eastern Europe, stretching across seven
countries in the form of an arch, starting in the north-east of the Czech Republic, continuing through
the whole Slovak Republic, southern Poland, eastern Hungary as well as the west of Ukraine and
Romania, and then going south to the eastern part of Serbia.

The Carpathian region is one of Europe’s last great wilderness areas, with exceptional levels of
biodiversity, extensive tracts of old-growth forest and one of the most important and biggest large
carnivore populations in Europe. It is estimated that over 7,200 brown bears, 3,000 grey wolves, and
2,350 Eurasian lynxes currently existing in the Carpathian region (Chapron etal,, 2014).

The above-mentioned species require extensive, non-fragmented habitats to establish their large home
ranges and to allow long-distance movements to satisfy their biological and ecological needs. However,
the sizes of habitats and their connectivity are being challenged by increasing pressures of currentand
future development of transport and other types of infrastructure in the Carpathian region.

Furthermore, despite their functional role as ecosystem keystone species and their long-term
protection in some countries, human-carnivore conflicts can occur.

The large carnivore species existing in human-dominated landscapes often face a multidimensional
problem, ranging from human-caused mortality to habitat loss and fragmentation. Compared to other
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International Action Plan on LCs and connectivity
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www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen

ON CONSERVATION OF LARGE CARNIVORES AND ENSURING
ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY IN THE CARPATHIANS
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DECISION COP6/9
Conservation and sustainable use of biological and landscape diversity
Article 4 of the Carpathian Convention

The Conference of the Parties

1. Adopts the International Action Plan on Conservation of Large Carnivores and Ensurin
Ecological Connectivity and encourages the Parties, the WG Biodiversity and other stakeholder:
with support of the Secretariat, to ensure smooth implementation of the Plan;

6. Welcomes the implementation of the project ConnectGREEN - Restoring and managing

ecological corridors in mountains as the green infrastructure in the Danube basin, funded by the
Interreg Danube Transnational Programme; encourages the Parties to promote and use the
results of the project, as appropriate, thanks the WWF Romania and other partners, especially
CEEweb for continued support in implementing the project;
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Cooperation with multi level stakeholders (from local to international) is key

Relevant stakeholders have to be identified and involved (from local organizations and experts to
universities and ministries)

Borders should not represent a barrier, despite e.g. cultural differences, but rather an advantage (for
improving/ adapting/ co-creating solutions to common projects)

Stakeholder consultations should happen in every stage, from early planning to implementation

Transdisciplinary approach is crucial to address complex issues (multiple use of land, management of
conflicts)

Connection with higher level policy makers (e.g. Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention, EUSDR) is
important

Good personal contacts, including with representatives of international professional networks can
facilitate synergies and smooth implementation

Synergies are crucial, either planned or organized on demand

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDE, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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