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ROMANIAN FORESTS:
AN OVERVIEW

(the past)

1. About 3000 years ago, the structure of the 
Romanian vegetal cover started to find its present 
form. At that time about 80% (about 18 million ha) 
was covered by forests, 15% by steppe vegetation and 
5% by Alpine, sub-Alpine, swamp vegetation.
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2. The structure by forest species  was the 

following:



MINISTERUL MEDIULUI,

APELOR ȘI PĂDURILOR

Index Value

National territory area 23,835,800 ha

Forest area 6,898,912 ha

Population 19,963,581 capita

Forests as % of total land area 29 %

Forest/population 0.34ha/capita

Standing growing stock 2.17 billion m3

Growing stock per ha of FAWS 279.5 m3/ha

Share of forest undisturbed by man in forest 4.1 % (≈ 280 000 ha)

(Source: National Institute of Statistics)

ROMANIAN FORESTS: 

AN OVERVIEW 

(the present)
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Forest distribution 
is not 

geographically
uniform



MINISTERUL MEDIULUI,

APELOR ȘI PĂDURILOR
Broadleaves are dominant in Romanian forests (over 70 %)
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ROMANIAN VIRGIN FORESTS

• In the same time with the reduction in forested area, especially in the last five centuries, the virgin forests 
registered a diminishment in surface:

- 2 million ha of virgin forests at the end of the 19th century;

- 0.7 million ha at the beginning of the communist period (1947-1948);

- 0.4 million ha in 1984;

- 0.25 million ha in 2000.

• The example of PUTNA Forestry District (in Bucovina):

Virgin forest area in Putna Forestry District

Year Virgin forest share (%)

1878 82

1898 70

1922 52

1944 33

1968 0

THE STATUS OF VIRGIN FORESTS: BRIEF HISTORY
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Virgin & natural forests in Romania

Map of virgin forests in Romania according with the 2002-
2004 inventory
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ICAS

INVENTORY AND STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION 

OF VIRGIN FORESTS IN ROMANIA (PINMATRA/2001/018) -

OBJECTIVES, ACTIVITIES, APPROACH, RESULTS
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Virgin & natural forests in Romania
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• inaccessibility of some forest areas in Carpathian Mountain 
and Danube Delta;

• setting up of protected areas as a consequence of the 
experts’ requests;

• low value of beech wood in the past comparatively with 
oaks and coniferous;

• recommendations  of forest management plans which  
stipulate the  interdiction of wood harvesting in forests with 
particularly protection functions;

• not performing of forestry operations in some managed 
forests because they were being unprofitable.

CONTRIBUTION FACTORS IN MAINTAINING OF VIRGIN FORESTS IN 

ROMANIA
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inventory, mapping and description of all virgin 
forests;

raising decision makers and public awareness
regarding the importance of virgin forest protection;

extension of existing protected areas network
comprising all virgin forests;

including of Romanian virgin forests in a European 
protected areas network and of the most valuable  

on UNESCO World Heritage list;

developing of a virgin forests research and 
monitoring program.

MEASURES FOR VIRGIN FORESTS’ PROTECTION
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Law 46/2008 – Forest Code – Art. 26, alin. (3)

Ministerial Order 3397/2012

Ministerial Order 1417/2016
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Ministerial Order 3397/2012

2 criteria

1. Naturalness (9 indicators)

2. Area and limits (5 indicators)
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Ministerial Order 1417/2016
establishes the National Catalogue of virgin and natural forests
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What we are doing now?

Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests 

Forests Guards

National Forest Administration ROMSILVA

NGOs
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Thank you for your
attention!

mihai.enescu@mmediu.ro
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