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State-of-work



Finalisation for the COP in October

• Include new data from

• Ukraine

• Poland

• Other countries

• Baseline ready before summer for 
consultation, ready for 
presentation at the COP in October

• Expansion can take place according 
to new incoming datasets



State of work 

• Official data on virgin, quasi-virgin and other old-growth forests in the 
region integrated in the inventory,

• Quasi-forest Carpathian wide layer using peer-reviewed data sources

• Layers included in the EEA map viewer developed for the Carpathian 
Convention

• Region-wide indicators on sustainable forest development



Open questions to clarify whether solved

• Q1: How often to update the virgin and quasi-virgin forest

• Q2: Validation of updated datasets? E.g. sharing a short document by 
country (map + table) if relevant, is it to be validated by parties or the 
WG on forest?

• Q3: Interest in enlarging the database on well conserved forest in the 
Carpathian Mountains from trusted entities/organization by creating 
a “non-official data” on well conserved forest (OGF) in the 
Carpathians?



EU Green Deal Policy Development

EU Green 
Deal - 
2019

Biodiversity 
Strategy –
2020

Forest 
Strategy – 
2021

Nature 
Restoration 
Law – 2022

Forest 
Monitoring 
Law and 
long-term 
planning - 
2023
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2030

Nature Restoration 
Law

FISE

3 billion additional tree planting 
pledge

Primary & OGF

European Climate 
Law

LULUCF

Fit for 55’ 
package

…

Forest Strategy for 
2030

Roadmap for the 3 billion additional tree 
planting

EU Framework on Forest Monitoring and National 
Strategic Plans

….

EU Forest 
Monitoring 
Framework

LULUCF
Energy 

Union and 
Climate 
Action

Deforestati
on free 

products

Sustainable 
Taxonomy

Renewable 
Energy

Biodiversity 
Strategy

Nature 
Restoration

Targets of the environmental acquis, the EU Green 
Deal and its flagship strategies 



Nature 
Restoration 
Law

Forest restoration indicators

Standing deadwood 

Lying deadwood

Share of forests with uneven-aged structure

Common forest bird index

Stock of organic carbon (soil?)

Forest connectivity



Forest connectivity
Definition

Connectivity of forests is the inverted value of the degree of fragmentation of coherent forest
shown within a range [0, 100]% for each forest grid cell considering a local neighbourhood of
10 hectares, or 31x31 pixels, around the given forest grid cell.

The methodology used is called Forest Area Density (FAD), as adopted in the 8th EAP.

It is calculated from the map layers produced for this indicator and divided into five classes for
visual representation;

very low (coverage 0 – <10%), low (coverage 10 – <40%, intermediate (coverage 40 – <60%),
high (coverage 60 – <90%), and very high (coverage 90 – 100%).

The final EU-wide map of Forest Connectivity is based on the FAO compliant 10 m forest type
map complemented with the woody vegetation map (EEA).

The computation is carried out with the free, open-source, and peer-reviewed JRC software
GuidosToolbox Workbench, Vogt et al., 2022.

Unit of measure

10 hectares

https://forest.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/activities/lpa/gwb/
https://doi.org/10.1111/ecog.05864


Forest connectivity as percentage of interior or dominant forest (> 50% 
forest coverage).



Forest Monitoring and 
long-term planning Law

About 20-25 forest monitoring indicators

EU Forest 
Monitoring 
Framework

LULUCF
Energy 

Union and 
Climate 
Action

Deforestati
on free 

products

Sustainable 
Taxonomy

Renewable 
Energy

Biodiversity 
Strategy

Nature 
Restoration

Primary and old-growth 
forests (identification 
and location)







Option 1

Option 2



Other possible relevant activities

• ETC BE working on the task for the EEA to take over some of the work of 
the ETC DI at European level on primary and OGF

• If agreed with the WG on Forests of the Carpathian Convention

• to update of the virgin and quasi-virgin official forest datasets

• Check of non-official forest datasets

• Check of the Greenpeace report on the Carpathian forest loss is high

• EEA and the JRC are developping a forest connectivity indicator for the 
8th EAP

• further improvement by adding small woody features as connectors

• Connections to Nature Restoration Law



Next steps

• Baseline including new official data 
from Ukraine and Poland

• Consultation

• Presentation at the COP in Octobre 
2023

• Creation of a non-official layer on 
virgin and quasi-virgin forests?

• 2024: Workshop EEA, CCS (ETC BE, 
WG Forests)

• Update according to new 
definitions?



Thank you for your 
attention!

• annemarie.bastrup-birk@eea.europa.eu

mailto:annemarie.bastrup-birk@eea.europa.eu

	Slide 1: The inventory of  the Carpathian Virgin forests 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Finalisation for the COP in October
	Slide 4: State of work 
	Slide 5: Open questions to clarify whether solved
	Slide 6: EU Green Deal Policy Development
	Slide 7:  Targets of the environmental acquis, the EU Green Deal and its flagship strategies  
	Slide 8: Nature Restoration Law
	Slide 9: Forest connectivity
	Slide 10: Forest connectivity as percentage of interior or dominant forest (> 50% forest coverage).
	Slide 11: Forest Monitoring and long-term planning Law
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Other possible relevant activities
	Slide 16: Next steps
	Slide 17: Thank you for your attention!

