
Iryna Shchoka, European Wilderness Society

Olesya Petrovych, Ministry of environmental protection and Natural resources of 
Ukraine

Gabriella Nagy, CEEweb for Biodiversity

Current and future sustainable tourism projects and 
initiatives in Carpathians

(c) European Wilderness Society  www.wilderness-society.org/

10th Meeting of the Carpathian Convention Working Group on 
Sustainable Tourism

4/15/2021



(c) European Wilderness Society  www.wilderness-society.org/

Iryna Shchoka, graduate from the Lviv National 
University after I.Franko, Ukraine.

Experienced manager of nature conservation, 
tourism, educational, youth involvement and 
regional development projects. At the European 
Wilderness Society I am working on educational 
and sustainable tourism projects in the 
Carpathians, and supporting the team in other 
European projects. I am a contact person in the 
cooperation with Ukrainian partners of 
European Wilderness Network. One of the 
country experts of the project “Support for the 
implementation of the Strategy for Sustainable 
Tourism Development of the Carpathians”.

Speaker introduction
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The European Wilderness Society is the only Pan-European, Wilderness and 
Wildlife  environmental advocacy non-profit organization with a dedicated multi-
cultural and experienced professional team of:

– wilderness and wildlife specialists,

– nature conservationists,

– researchers and scientists,

– tourism experts,

– marketing and business professionals,

– legal advisors and

– wilderness advocates

European Wilderness Society
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Its mission is to:

 identify

 designate

 steward

 promote

European WILDCoasts, WILDForests, WILDIslands, WILDRivers and Wilderness. 
We are also dedicated to the education of the next generation of Europeans on 
Wilderness.

European Wilderness Society

(c) European Wilderness Society  www.wilderness-society.org/4/15/2021



Current projects
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• Interreg CENTRALPARKS

• Interreg BEECH POWER

• Respect Nature 

• Tourism and waste management training courses

• School of Sustainable tourism in Ukraine

• Co-initiation of CSTP Ukraine and maintenance of its website
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Our Carpathians Projects
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Participation in Carpathian Convention events since 
2014
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• Guidelines for tourists in protected 
areas

• To educate the increasing number of 
visitors in the Carpathians

• To keep nature and wildlife intact

• To ensure safety outdoors

• To ensure a pleasant experience for all 
visitors

Respect Nature
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Trainings, posters, folders, signs in European 
languages
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• Running since 2016

• Contains news on the Carpathian 

Convention and on sustainable 

tourism projects

• Access provided to CSTC Romania,  

CSTC Poland, CSTC Ukraine

CSTP Ukraine website
http://cstp.center/
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http://cstp.center/
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Tourism and waste management training courses

4/15/2021



(c) European Wilderness Society  www.wilderness-society.org/

Ranger trainings

• Aimed at Educating Rangers in 
protected areas

• In cooperation with the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection and 
Natural Resources of Ukraine and 
Ukrainian State Ecological Academy

• 120 participants from across 
Ukraine

• First time online advanced training 
for Ukrainian protected areas

• Follow up distribution of  Respect 
Nature educational materials
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Aimed to train on organization of environmental education and creation 
of possibilities of  excursions and recreational activities conduction in 

protected areas 
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Upcoming advanced training for protected areas of 
Ukraine
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Partnerships for Nature

International Environmental Collaboration



School of Sustainable tourism in Ukraine

• Basics of sustainable development 
and sustainable tourism

• Sustainable tourism development in 
Ukrainian Carpathians

• Business organization in sustainable 
tourism

• Risk management in Green tourism

• Business creation in the green 
tourism sector of the Ukrainian 
Carpathians

• Respect Nature concept

• ...
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• Ensuring sustainable tourism 
development in Carpathians

• Country Action Plan of the Strategy 
for Sustainable Tourism 
Development in the Carpathians

• Moderated discussion on the 
possibilities to implement Country 
Action Plan and actions prioritization

Training to Transcarpathian sustainable tourism 
center
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Network of CEE environmental NGOs

Focused on the conservation of biodiversity through:

● Transboundary projects

● Capacity building

● Advocacy

● Lobbying

Sustainable tourism among its areas of expertise

● Working Group on Sustainable Tourism, formed by CEEweb 
members

CEEweb for Biodiversity



Sustainable Tourism Projects



Integrated, Slow, Green and Healthy Tourism Strategies

General info:

● Interreg DTP funded project

● Duration: January 2017 – June 2019

● 10 partners from 9 countries

● CEEweb’s role: knowledge provider

INSiGHTS



● 8 Integrated Sustainable Tourism Strategies
● Transnational policy recommendations
● Interregional Destination Management Systems
● Eco-tourism model for urban areas
● Visitor smart-card system
● Mobile multimedia pavilion with virtual reality elements
● New green tourism products (e.g., cycling network and

trekking routes, tourism packages, trail guide applications)
● Healthy and natural lifestyle-related recreational programs

& environmental education

INSiGHTS Outcomes



New project ideas
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• Sustainable tourism database update in cooperation with CEEweb

• Development and implementation of  blended courses on Sustainable tourism in 

the Carpathians

• Support of sustainable tourism development in Carpathian Protected areas

• Follow-up Interreg projects (e.g. Centralparks strategies implementation)

• Submit projects to International Visegrad Fund
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Database is collected by 7 Carpathian experts
http://www.ceeweb.org/stcdb/ 

As a part of the project Support for the implementation of the Strategy for Sustainable Tourism 
Development of the Carpathians”  with the financial support of the Federal Environment Agency 

(UBA)
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Proposals for the database follow-up project
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• Create a new frame for the database and transfer all available materials to 
defined server

• Update/Create a new data base with new projects, financial instruments, 
handbooks

• Conduct awareness raising and training activities in different Carpathian 
countries

• Conduct analysis of the projects on topics and geographical principle, develop 
recommendations for project replication in other regions, synergies

• EWS and CEEweb for biodiversity are jointly looking for funding of this project 
and open for new partnership!



More Information

• European Wilderness news
• https://wilderness-society.org/

• European Wilderness Network
• https://european-wilderness.network

• Vlado Vancura Wilderness Academy
• https://wilderness.academy/

• Youth education 
• https://lets-get-wild.org/

• European Wilderness Volunteering
• https://wilderness-diary.info/
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Contact details
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Gabriella Nagy, 

CEEweb for Biodiversity

gabriella.nagy@ceeweb.org

Iryna Shchoka, 

European Wilderness Society

iryna.shchoka@wilderness-society.org
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