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Vlado Vančura 
- Wilderness expert and manager at the European 

Wilderness Society 
- strong supporter of the European Wilderness 

Network
- extensive experience in European Wilderness, 

educational initiatives, youth engagement, nature 
conservation, tourism, and support also regional 
development projects

- expert for ”European Wilderness” initiative
- actively supports the implementation of the 

Strategy for Sustainable Tourism Development of 
the Carpathians.

Speaker introduction



The European Wilderness Society is the only Pan-European, Wilderness and Wildlife  environmental 
advocacy non-profit organization with a dedicated multi-cultural and experienced professional team 
of:

– wilderness and wildlife specialists,
– nature conservationists,
– researchers and scientists,
– tourism experts,
– marketing and business professionals,
– legal advisors and
– wilderness advocates

European Wilderness Society
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Its mission is to:
▪ identify
▪ designate
▪ steward
▪ promote

European WILDCoasts, WILDForests, WILDIslands, WILDRivers and Wilderness. 

European Wilderness Society
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Strengthening Wilderness Management: 
• collaboration with the Carpathian 

Convention
• Society enhances protected area 

management, sustainable tourism, and 
environmental protection across 
Carpathian wilderness areas

European Wilderness Society and Carpathian convention
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Wilderness is a part of the Carpathian heritage: 
• Wilderness is fundamental part of Carpathians
• Wilderness protects natural Carpathian 

landscapes, biodiversity, etc
• Wilderness protection promotes 

– stewardship of Carpathian wilderness areas
– aligning conservation with local development
– support sustainable tourism, youth education, 

etc

European Wilderness Society and Carpathian convention
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Wilderness protection is a tool to protect
• last fragments of wild Carpathian landscapes, 

biodiversity
• cultural heritage across Carpathian countries

Wilderness Protection Efforts 
• supports protection of the last fragments of 

Wilderness (Ukraine, Romania, Slovakia, Czech 
Republic)

• supports initiatives like Free Svydovets in 
Ukraine, protection of Carpathian rivers

European Wilderness Society and Carpathian convention
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Educational Wilderness Activities: 
• Carpathian Day offers hikes, workshops, and 

conferences across the region to encourage 
wilderness education and sustainable practices

• Youth Wilderness Trainings: training young 
researchers and organizing youth activities, the 
Society builds future wilderness advocates.

European Wilderness Society and Carpathian convention
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Some of our recent projects



Volunteers are an important part of the implementation of individual projects
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Our work with volunteers



LIFEApollo 2020

� Consortium of partners from Poland, Czechia and Austria

� Main goal is to recreate the Parnassius Apollo populations in 3 functional areas

Sudetes and White Carpathians, strengthen the Austrian population in the Alpine bioregion

� Awareness raising and Educational Programme

• Apollo workshops at schools for different age groups

• Students engagement in building Apollo gardens (with Sedum plants – to feed caterpillars)

• Educational film

• Raise awareness on festivals and events focused on nature protection

• Various educational materials 
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SMARTOUR: SMART Tourism Skills Initiative
https://smartourism.solutions/ 

SMARTOUR proposes a coherent and easy-to-use set of educational materials:
• in Bulgarian, English, German, Polish, Serbian, Slovak and Slovenian languages
• on Accessibility, Sustainability, Digitalisation, Cultural Heritage & Creativity, 

Cooperation & Marketing
• in downloadable format and as an interactive Moodle +video
• presented on the workshops and National Conferences
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LIFEstockProtect

• aims to improve the coexistence between humans and large carnivores
• supports livestock owners with the implementation of livestock 

protection measures 
• lobbies for more funding of livestock protection measures for 

livestock owners
• lobbies for the acceptance of livestock protection measures 
• interacts with DMOs to find solutions in tourism regions
• produces material for tourism regions
• educates children and the general public about livestock protection 

measures and why they are needed
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� To educate the increasing number of 
visitors in the Carpathians

� To contribute to sustainable use of natural 
resources

� To keep nature and wildlife
� To ensure personal safety in the outdoors
� To ensure a pleasant experience for all 

visitors

Why is Respect Nature?



RESPECT NATURE educational tools: posters, signs, 
brochures, trainings…
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Brochures
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Respect nature: Learn and teach
• Manual for educators „Respect nature“

• Respect nature interpretation trail at the  

  Carpathian  biosphere reserve (CBR)

• Educational excursion for Junior Rangers at CBR

• 3-day online Advance Courses for educators „Respect 

nature and nature interpretation European”

Easy adaptable for other Carpathian areas and 

countries!
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Respect nature interpretation trail!

 @CBR



• Youth from Austria, Ukraine, Germany, Slovenia, Italy
• Discussed: sustainable development, waste management, biodiversity protection, challenges of rivers and 

forests in Europe, green transport…
• Deepened knowledge about Respect nature and Youth involvement
• and…

Youth Green Conference -2022
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• Developed by youth and for youth

• Incudes: concerns, demands, solutions and call to 

action

• Supports implementation of the Youth         Goal 

#10: Sustainable Green Europe

• Presented in the creative way

• Shared widely

Join the implementation!

Youth Charter for Environment
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1. Protect better European forests
2. Reduce food waste
3. Improve logistics, popularise composition material 
4. Use more bikes and public transport
5. Protect endangered and rare species
6.  Take more action to keep water recourses clean
7. Reduce pollution of natural resources
8. Spend more time in nature
9. Raise awareness of young generations

Youth Charter for Environment 
9 demands



(c) European Wilderness Society  www.wilderness-society.org/

Youth Green Conference 2025 is coming!
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We are open for new cooperations!



More Information

• European Wilderness news
• https://wilderness-society.org/

• European Wilderness Network
• https://european-wilderness.network

• Vlado Vancura Wilderness Academy
• https://wilderness.academy/

• Youth education 
• https://lets-get-wild.org/

• European Wilderness Volunteering
• https://wilderness-diary.info/
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https://wilderness-society.org/
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Contact details
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Vlado Vančura,  
European Wilderness Society

vlado.vancura@wilderness-society.org 
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