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Carpathian Mountains: 209,256 km² — RO 50%, SK 17%, PL 10%, UA 10%, CZ 5%, 
HU 4%, RS 3%.

Estimated lynx population: 2,687 across 168,800 km² (141,500 km² permanent, 
24,900 km² sporadic, 2,400 km² unknown; Kaczensky et al. 2024).

Bonn Lynx Expert Group (2021)



Initial assessments of the Carpathian lynx population:

1. Recent Distribution of Lynx in Europe (Kratochvíl et al. 1968);

2. Action Plan for the conservation of the Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) in Europe
(Breitenmoser et al. 2000); 

3. Status and conservation of the Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) in Europe in 2001 (von 
Arx et al. 2004).



Recent assessments of the Carpathian lynx population:

1. Conservation needs of the Carpathian lynx population (Kubala et al. 2021);

2. The Status of the Lynx Population in the Carpathians (Kubala et al. 2023). 



A Implementation of the ongoing plan
B Available but not implemented

Management

Country Legal status

Conservation / Action / 
Management plan status 

2011

Conservation / Action / 
Management plan status 

2019

Conservation / Action / 
Management plan status 

2023

Romania fully protected none none none

Slovakia fully protected none ManagementplanA ManagementplanA

Poland fully protected none none none

Ukraine fully protected none none ManagementplanA

Czechia fully protected none none none, in preparation

Hungary fully protected
Management plan ended 

in 2011
no concrete plan, revision 

is planned none

Serbia fully protected none ManagementplanB ManagementplanB

Bulgaria fully protected none none none



Main threats to the Carpathian lynx population:

1. Illegal killings (poaching);

2. Declining habitat quality and connectivity, driven by expanding transport 
networks and rising human-caused mortality.

Kubala et al. (2020)



Key Conservation Priorities:

1. Foster cross-border collaboration among all Carpathian-range countries;

2. Establish a harmonized, systematic monitoring framework for lynx populations;

3. Implement education and prevention programs to prevent illegal killings;

4. Ensure all future development projects undergo rigorous planning to minimize 
impact on lynx habitats (e.g., through EIA);

5. Develop and adopt a comprehensive Carpathian-wide conservation and 
management strategy, supported by national action plans.



The Pan-Carpathian Conservation and Management Strategy, led by the IUCN SSC 
Cat Specialist Group and the Carpathian Convention Secretariat, will be developed 
by late summer 2025 with support from Range States and international partners, 
and adopted by consensus at the COP.

EU statement to the CA Proposal at CMS COP 14: 

“The EU and its MS support the approval of the 

Concerted Action for the Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) […]

We acknowledge the importance of this conservation 

initiative under the CMS in Europe to promote 

transboundary cooperation that is essential for a wide-

ranging species as the Eurasian Lynx with mostly 

transboundary populations.

We believe that the implementation of this Concerted 

Action […] will contribute to the recovery of their 

populations, including through improved cooperation 

between the Range States and more focused 

conservation efforts of all stakeholders. […]

The EU and its MS appreciate the work and efforts 

undertaken so far by IUCN Specialist Groups, several 

universities, and other scientific institutions, as well as 

national authorities and the engagement of several large 

conservation organisations and expect that additional 

funding will be provided to support the activities promoted 

by this Concerted Action in the various Range States.”



Preparatory Steps:

IUCN Red List and Green Status of Species assessments for Lynx l. carpathicus input 
information for the development of the Strategy

1. The IUCN Red List assessment is in preparation and scheduled for completion in 
May/June 2025;

2. The IUCN Green List assessment is currently underway and expected to be 
finalized by May/June 2025;



Approach for the development of a draft Strategy:

1. Development of DRAFT Strategy through an Expert Group and RS Representatives 
in several online meetings, facilitated by IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group and CC 
Secretariat/WG Biodiversity;

2. Submission of the DRAFT Strategy to the Conventions on behalf of the Range 
States;

3. Review, revision, endorsement.

All range countries, regional conservation organizations, and scientific institutions 
will collaborate to develop a conservation strategy, in line with the IUCN Guidelines 
for Strategic Planning of Species Conservation, to guide the establishment and 
implementation of national action plans. 

This range-wide effort will be coordinated under the auspices of the Carpathian and 
Bern Conventions.



Carpathian Lynx Strategy Development – outline agenda for online worshops

Tentative schedule: 

1. Three online workshops @ 4 hours + 1 spare date for round-up or review

2. Physical meeting with Range States to discuss after finalising “First Draft”



Thank you for your attention, support and cooperation!
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