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o Sub-theme I: “Building capabilities and 
facilitating participation of vulnerable groups in 
rural and mountain regions through SSE in multi-
level sustainable development policy”

o Sub-theme II: “Bridging natural and social 
sciences for sustainable development through 
transdisciplinary approaches”
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170+ participants across research 
and academia, civil society, and 
policy from 20+ countries

40+ participants from Ukraine
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Main goals of the conference:

- Facilitating transdisciplinary dialogue between 
social and natural sciences (plastics in the 
mountains, water, energy poverty)

- Bridging science with policy creating space for new 
partnerships (side events and policy addresses 
with contributions from UNIDO, Association of 
Towns and Municipalities in Slovakia, Association 
of Self-Governing Regions in Slovakia, MEPs) 

- Showcasing social and environmental impact and 
agency of local initiatives (Carpathian Fair, art 
exhibition)

- Addressing the lack of resources via donors’ 
meeting (EUKI, DBU, EU CERV, IVF)

- Connecting S4C with European scientific landscape 
– synergies with three Horizon Europe projects 
(SERIGO, ESIRA, RURACTIVE)



Next steps:

- Strengthening the network via development of 
collaborative projects research, teaching and 
education

- New cross-sectoral streams of work to focus on 
vulnerable groups – building on the MoU and EUKI 
project, Empowering Roma Communities in the EU 
Green Deal as well as Horizon Europe projects, 
SERIGO, ESIRA and RURACTIVE, with a focus on 
bottom-up social innovations and social and 
solidarity economy through participatory action 
research

- Book proposal submitted for Routledge 
Sustainability Series on Inclusion and Participation 
of Vulnerable Groups in the EU Green Deal



COP7/1 Implementation of the Carpathian Convention

COP7/2 Cooperation with regional and local authorities and relevant

stakeholders

COP7/3 Cooperation with the European Union

COP7/4 Cooperation with United Nations Environment Programme

COP7/5 Cooperation with other conventions and international bodies
COP7/6 Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework
COP7/8 Strengthening science-policy-practice interface and cooperation with
scientific networks
COP7/9 Conservation and sustainable use of biological and landscape
diversity
COP7/10 Spatial planning
COP7/11 Sustainable and integrated water/river basin management
COP7/12 Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development
COP7/13 Sustainable Forest Management
COP7/14 Sustainable transport and infrastructure, industry and energy
COP7/15 Sustainable tourism
COP7/16 Cultural Heritage and traditional knowledge
COP7/17 Environmental assessment/information system, monitoring and
early warning
COP7/18 Climate change
COP7/19 Awareness raising, education and public participation

e

S4C 
Recommendations to 
CCIC

relevant for
COP7 DECISIONS

Integrated  recommendations from: European Association for Landscape 

Ecology (IALE Europe) 2025, Student Conference on Conservation Science 

(SCCS Europe) 2025, Multifunctional farming Conference 2025)



S4C
Key Messages



S4C
Recommendations

• highlighted sections
specific for the Carpathian
Convention

DECISION COP7/1 
Implementation of the 
Carpathian Convention



• Apply complex, context-specific approaches to tackle root causes
of vulnerability.

• There is a need for a multi-actor and multi-level approach (local,
national, and EU levels) for tackling vulnerability with active
participation of the vulnerable groups.

• Hold regular meetings that bring together all key just-transition
actors: communities, municipalities, NGOs, researchers,
businesses, and state agencies.

• Consult communities proactively and in ways that fit their local
context when designing and implementing policies.

S4C 
Recommendations to 
CCIC

DECISION COP7/1 
Implementation of the 
Carpathian Convention



• Development of Carpathian guidelines on water and river
system health, consistent across the region and integrating
relevant provisions of the EU and member state legislations,
would greatly support and enhance water management specific
to vulnerable mountain environments and communities.

• Wetland, river and floodplain restoration, their connectivity and
their ecological functions is key for biodiversity and
management of flood hazard.

• Environmental and social sustainability must be central to
water infrastructure governance.

• Research into plastic impacts and development of plastic waste

management strategies in mountain environments is urgent and

critical for ecosystem and human health in the entire river

basins.

S4C 
Recommendations to CCIC

DECISION COP7/11
Sustainable and integrated 
water/river basin management 

key messages
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